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Annual   Report 

of  the 

Seventh  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

Tower  Genealogical  Society 

which  was  to  have  been  held  at  seven  hundred  ninety  one 

East    Fourth    Street,    South    Boston,    Massachusetts, 

on    Friday,  November  the   nineteenth,   nineteen 

hundred  and  fifteen,  but  declared  adjourned, 

for  lack  of  a  quorum,  until  the  Reunion 

in   the   year  nineteen    hundred 

and  sixteen 

and  . 

-Annual  Report 

of  the 

Adjourned  Seventh  Annual  Meeting 

of  the 

Tower  Genealogical  Society 

Assembled  in  a  Tent  erected  on  the   Lawn   at  the 

Old    Tower    Homestead,    South    Hingham, 

Massachusetts,  on  Monday,  July  the 

third,  nineteen  hundred   and 

sixteen 


OFFICERS 

of  the 

TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

( Incorporated ) 

OK   BOSTON,   MASSACHUSETTS 

1916  1917 


President ' JAMKS  WALLACE  TOWER 

200  Fifth  Avenue,   New  York,  N.   Y. 
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Recoxding  Secretary FRANCIS  LE<  >N  TOWER 

89,  Sheridan  Avenue,   Medford,   Mass. 

Assistant  Recording  Secretary CARL  VERN<  )X  TOWER 

Crsinus  College,   Collegeville,   Pa. 

Corresponding  Secretary   ( Historian) 

WALTER   LAMONT  TOWER 
Lock  Box   I02,  Dal  ton,  Mass. 

Treasurer   OLIVER  TOWER 

Box  104,  Hingham  Center,  Mass. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

JOHN  HENRY  TOWER 45*   Bridge    Street 

North  Weymouth,  Mass. 

FLORENCE    ESTELLE    TOWER 49    Seminary    Avenue 

Auburndale,   Mass. 

GEORGE   WARREN   TOWER 791    Fast   Fourth    Street 

South  Boston,  Mass. 


'Jlonor  thy  father  and  thy  mother:     that  tint  days  may  be  Wmj  upoi 
Uir  land  which   the  Lord  thy  (Jod  (tiveth   thee."' 


By  CARL  VERNON  TOWER,  A.M.,    Ph.D., 
Professor  of  Philosophy  at  Ursinus  College,  Collegeville,  Pennsylvania 

INTRODUCTORY 


y^_ »  m.±*u  ..M,rl!M6  Report  greets  you  with  an  important  announcement,  and 
fyS  turning  in  the  all  too  contracted  space  allotted  for  this  triple  feat, 
^-^  greets  with  equal  heartiness  the  two  subjects  of  (Ins  announcement  — 
the  one,  Mr.  George  Warren  Tower',  who  retires  from  the  Presidency 
of  l his  Society,  leaving  many  happy  memories  of  his  devoted  service; 
the  other,  Mr.  James  Wallace  Tower-,  who  enters  from  the  Treasurer's  office 
to  meet  pleasant   expectations  of  our  future  progress  under  his  leadership. 

With  ''mixed  feelings"  the  announcement  is  made,  for  what  one  of  us, 
having  in  mind  these  years  of  service  which  .Mr.  George  Warren  Tower  has 
rendered  to  i  he  Society,  can  fail  to  hold  in  affectionate  regard  the  genial  pro- 
prietor of  the  Old  Home- 
stead in  his  late  capacity 
of  chief  executive  officer. 
In  his  continued  role  of 
member  of  the  Executive 
Board  he  will  act.  we  be- 
lieve, as  vigorously  aud 
helpfully  as  before,  in  the 
capacity  of  friend  and 
counsellor,  adding  to  our 
obligations  and  enhancing 
the  effectiveness  of  our 
undertakings. 

All  members  of  the 
Society  know  the  new 
President,  the  systematic, 
energetic,  resourceful,  al- 
ways courteous  Treas- 
urer that  he  was.  Indeed 
courtesy  is  not  merely  a 
habit  with  him,  hut  an  in- 
stinct, a  thing  born  With 
him.  How  else  could  he 
have  borne  with  us,  when 
to  his  office,  at  200  Fifth 
Avenue,  Xew  York,  we 
have  so  often  failed  to 
send  the  paltry  remit- 
tances that  keep  us  go- 
ing? From  him  we  never 
met  with  rebuff  but  once. 
That  was  when  the  report 
makers  proposed  to  say 
something  about  him  for 
the  present  occasion,  and 
ho  sternly,  almost  testily, 
refused,  finally  permit - 
f  Tower  ting  our  sketch    restricted 

it    is— we  have  added    In  it    since  it    passed   the 


l*r<-si 

dent    Jan 

<s    \V 

ilia 

o  a  very  few 

words. 

So  1 

en 

'ensor's  office. 

4  SEVENTH  AND  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORTS 

President  James  Wallace  Tower  is  a  native  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  the  son 
of  Charles  Henry  Tower  and  Sarah  (Young)  Tower.  In  1911,  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  profession  of  civil  engineer,  which  has  placed  him  in  positions  involv- 
ing much  responsibility,  Mr.  Tower  removed  from  Millinocket,  Maine,  to  New 
York  City,  where  lie  entered  into  business  as  civil  engineer  for  Mr.  H.  S.  Fer- 
guson, Consulting  Engineer.  Mr.  Tower  is  a  director  in  the  Millinocket  Trust 
Company,  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  the  Boston 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 
and  has  long  been  actively  identified  with  the  Masonic  Orders. 

Adjoining  the  office  to  which  we  referred  there  is  a  draughting  room  and 
in  the  corner  of  that  room  a  desk.  In  the  lower  left-hand  drawer  of  the  desk 
there  is  a  well-thumbed  "Tower  Genealogy,"  now  in  its  second  binding,  con- 
taining neatly  penciled  interlinear  records.  Near  that  desk  there  is  a  cabinet 
in  whose  upper  file  drawers  are  your  names,  typewritten  upon  cards,  together 
with  your  genealogical  history. 

Just  to  windward  of  the  desk — for  Mr.  Tower  likes  fresh  air  and  the  win- 
dows overlooking  the  big  city  are  always  open — stands  a  bread  draughtsman's 
table,  one  of  many,  and  on  this  table  were  drawn  with  the  patient  skill  which 
you  have  admired  the  family  tree  and  branches  thereof  from  which  were  made 
the  blue  prints  that,  in  reduced  form,  some  of  you  have  in  your  possession. 
All  bear  witness  to  the  President's  deep  interest  in  the  family,  and  to  that 
intimate  genealogical  knowledge  and  skill  which  he  has  acquired  through 
long  study  and  practice. 

President  Tower  has  three  planks  in  his  platform:  action,  purpose,  and 
co-operation;  and  they  are  broad  enough  to  admit  all  Towers  who  will  stand 
with  him.  Obviously  co-operation  is  first  necessary,  in  order  that  our  group 
activities  may  be  representative  of  us  all.  The  first  step  toward  concerted 
action  will  be  taken  when  all  members  of  the  Society  have  granted  Mr.  Tower 
his  "three  wishes." 

First,  he  wishes  all  members  to  write  him  in  the  near  future  about  mat- 
ters which  are  of  interest  to  the  writer  regarding  the  Society  and  its  concerns, 
in  praise  or  criticism,  by  way  of  comment  or  suggestion,  and  with  special  ref- 
erence to  another  reunion.  Shall  a  reunion  be  held  in  1917?  When  shall  it 
be  held  in  that  year?  Where?  These  are  questions  to  be  answered  by  YOU, 
for  Mr.  Tower  proposes  to  leave  the  decision  to  members  of  the  Society,  aware 
that  the  family  is  well  represented  in  many  States,  and  in  some  of  these,  resi- 
dent Towers  may  wish  to  repeat  the  experiment  so  successfully  tried  in  Mich- 
igan four  years  ago.  In  1920,  when,  in  celebration  of  the  300th  anniversary  of 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  the  whole  country  will  gather  at  the  Plymouth 
shrine,  ice  hope  to  hold  the  greatest  of  all  reunions  at  the  Old  Homestead. 
Meanwhile,  let  us  as  a  Society  travel  and  see  the  country. 

But,  second,  each  of  these  letters  which  you  write  should  be  accompanied 
by  the  encouraging  word  that  the  writer  will  use  his  utmost  effort  to  secure 
for  the  Society  one  additional  member.  To  render  really  effective  assistance 
in  the  aggressive  policy  which  the  President  proposes  to  pursue  for  the  in- 
crease of  Society  membership,  each  member  should  within  the  coming  year 
send  to  our  Corresponding  Secretary  the  name  of  one  Tower  who  has  prom- 
ised that  his  name  shall  be  added  to  our  lists  as  soon  as  his  papers  certifying 
to  his  John  Tower  descent  and  right  of  membership  can  be  forwarded  to  him. 
You  all  know  Towers.  You  sometimes  talk  with  Towers  or  write  to  Towers. 
Then  talk  to  Towers  and  write  to  Towers  about  Towers  and  a  bunt  the 
T.  O.  8.,  foi*  this  was  made  for  Towers  and  is  sure  to  be  of  benefit  to  them  it 
they  will  do  their  part.  And  how  slight  is  the  labor  involved  in  exchange  for  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  our  membership  doubled!  There  will  be  pleasure  also 
in  the  labor,  when  you  have  really  begun,  as  well  as- pleasure  in  the  result. 

So  weigh  carefully  the  loss  and  the  gain,  the  labor  and  the  reward.  At  the 
beginning  of  1917  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  members;  at  the  end,  with  a 
liberal  deduction  for  accidents,  a  society  of  six  hundred  members,  the  like  of 
which  has  not  been  known  in  the  annals  of  American  genealogy.  Knowing 
well  the  temper    of    the    Towers    and    their    powers    of  accomplishment.    \vh?n 


INTRODUCTORY 

their  minds  have  been  set  to  a  tusk,  we  feel  safe  in  permitting  you.  to 
inform  your  friends  that  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  "has  practically  six 
hundred  members," — but  do  not  say  this  until  you  have  first  written  that  letter, 
attended  to  that  personal  duty.  Try  it  and  see  if  you  do  not  believe  in  the 
six  hundred.  Then,  when  that  Tower  has  actually  become  a  member — we 
promise  to  inform  you  of  this — you  will  he  willing  to  make  affidavit  to  the  ex 
istenee  of  the  six  hundred.     Once  more;    it  is  you  whom  we  have  in  mind. 

President  Tower's  interest  in  the  family  history  was  awakened  long  before 
the  formation  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers,  and,  in  fact,  dates  from  tbe  publication  of  the  '"Tower  Genealogy" 
in  1890.  While  many  of  tis,  with  grateful  recognition  of  the  generous  author's 
skill  and  labor  in  behalf  of  the  family,  but  doubtless  with  little  conception 
of  his  deeper  purpose,  assigned  the  work  a  place  of  honor  and  a  purely  orna- 
mental function,  he  decided  that  it  was  meant  for  use.  Then  began  the  patient 
labor  of  genealogical  research  and  record  which,  frequently  in  collaboration 
with  Mr.  Walter  Laraont  Tower,  the  Society's  Historian,  he  has  pursued  to  the 
present  time. 

The  concluding  word  concerns  the  new  genealogy,  still  existent  only 
in  the  form  of  uncompiled  data,  but  soon  with  your  assistance  to  take  the 
form  of  a  volume.  Now  it  is  you  who  have  a  father,  grandfather  and  great- 
father  in  presence  or  in  memory.  It  is  you  who  have  filial  devotion  and 
pride  in  family,  and  it  is  you  who  believe  that  a  human  life  once  linked  with 
yours  is  worth  more  than  the  trouble  of  a  paragraph,  or  the  touch  of  writer's 
cramp  that  will  give  that  life  permanent  place  in  family  record.  Hence  this 
is  less  a  request  than  a  reminder  that  while  there  is  time  you  should  send 
to  the  President  your  family  data,  adding  whatever  biographical  material  you 
can  gather.  For  besides  the  new  Tower  Genealogy  that  is  to  be  published 
there  will  be  a  companion  volume  devoted  to  biographical  sketches  of  members 
of  the  Tower  family.     Be  sure  that  some  of  your  branch  are  represented  there. 


THE     MAYFLOWER 

1  much   admire   that   stately   ship   in   which   our   fathers    made    the   trip   from 
England's   stormy   shore; 
Unless  I've  badly  crossed   my   wires,   there  must  have  been   ten  thousand 
sires  upon  its   decks,   or  more. 
It   must    have   been    a   rubber   craft,    so    it    would    stretch,    both    fore    and   aft, 
t)    hold    so    many  men; 
The   pilgrim    fathers    were    so   thick   the   captain    couldn't    heave    a    brick, 
but  he'd  hit  eight  or  ten. 
One  hundred   sailed,   the  record  claims,   and   some  were  children,   some   were 
dames,  one  hundred  made  the  trip; 
Yet  there  are  countless  families  whose   bold  ancestors  crossed   the   seas, 
on  that  elastic  ship. 
I've    traveled    east,    I've    traveled    west;    wherever   I    have    been    a    guest,    the 
host   would   proudly   say, 
"  My  grandsire's   grandsire's   grandsire's   dad.  sailed   in   the    MAYFLOWER, 
when  a  lad,  to   Massachusetts  Bay." 
I've  stopped  at  times  in  swell  hotels,  where  all  the  haughty  gents  and  belles, 
looked  on  me  as  a  wreck, 
Because  I  am  the  only  skate  whose  fathers  didn't  pile  their  freight  upon 
the    MAYFLOWER'S    deck. 
My    father's    father's    father's    sire,    a    passage    tried    to    book    by    wire    'ere 
telegraphs  were  known; 
And  thus  he  missed   that  famous   ship,   and   didn't    see   the   skipper   skip, 
and  T  am  left   alone. 

WALT     MASON. 


SIXTH   REUNION  OF  THE  TOWER   FAMILY 


at   the   Old   Homestead,   Hingham,   Massachusetts,   July   3,    1916 

Report    by    Mrs.    Sarah    (Heald)    Tower,    Mistress    of 

the  Homestead 

1  GAIN   we  met  at  the  Old   Home.     1   expected   fine   weather  because  it    had 

rained  all   the  month  of  June,   but   I    was   sadly   disappointed.     The   un- 

I  pleasant  weather  began  with  a  thunder  shower  Sunday  night  and  a 
W&H  fine  rain  continued  until  the  middle  of  the  forenoon,  Monday,  the  day 
''**■  of  the  reunion.  This  prevented  many  of  our  people  from  attending. 
However,  over  fifty  registered,  and,  as  we  all  became  well  acquainted  with 
one   another,    it    was    really    a    very    enjoyable    affair. 

Mr.  and  Airs.  Charles  Wesley  Tower,  bride  and  groom  since  the  reunion 
in  1914,  arrived  on  Saturday  and  helped  in  making  the  people  happy.  .Mrs 
Bellows,  who  was  a  Tower,  her  daughter  and  a  friend,  came  in  an  auto  from 
Rhode  Island.  They  left  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  arrived  at 
Hingham  about   ten,  having  enjoyed  the  tide  very  much. 

At  about  one  o'clock  1  went  out  into  the  kitchen  and  found  a  strange 
young  man  washing  his  face  and  Hands  there.  Thinking  that  he  had  had  an 
iccident,  1  asked,  '•What  has  happened'.'"  lie  replied,  "1  am  Frank  Good  now 
Power  and  have  just  arrived  Iron;  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  1  started  at  seven 
o'clock  yesterday  morning.  It  .is  now  one  o  clock.  I  stayed  in  New  Haven 
all  night."  He  was  feeling  fine  after  his  lunch,  though  lie  had  ridden  four 
hundred  miles.  After  resting  with  us  three  days,  lie  started  at  six  o'clock  m 
the  morning  for  a  return  ride. 

Mrs.  Nellie  Carpenter  came  all  the  way  from  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  Her 
mother  is  a  Tower  and  she  had  heard  so  much  about  Hingham  and  the  Tower 
reunions  from  her  cousin,  Reverend  Charles  Elmer  Tower  of  Mason  City, 
Iowa,  that  she  wanted  her  daughter  to  come  this  year,  as  she  was  unable 
to  take  the  long  trip.  Mrs.  Carpenter  enjoyed  our  hospiality  until  Wednes- 
day, and  we  found  her  very  pleasant  company.  AI  rs.  Ella  King  and 
her  daughter  stayed  at  the  Homestead  and  helped  very  much  in  entertaining. 
Air.  Fred  Lyman  Tower  and  family  from  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  stopped  at  the 
dishing  House  until  the  following  Wednesday  after  the  reunion,  and  made 
several  trips  from  the  hotel  to  the  Homestead.  Monday  evening  he  enter- 
tained us  with  very  interesting  stories  of  the  Towers  in  England.  1  was  glad 
to  see  Reverend  William  Braman  Tower's  mother  here,  although  we  missed 
Rev.  Mr.  Tower  as  he  made  it  very  interesting  at  the  reunion  two  years  ago. 

After  the  regular  business  meeting  at  one  o'clock,  John  Ibrook  Tower 
carried  many  by  auto  to  Wilder  Memorial  Hall.  At  the  hall,  Mrs.  Lucia 
Ames  Mead  of  Hoston  lectured  on  the  "World's  Crisis.*  The  lecture  was  fol- 
lowed by  Reverend  George  Alexander  Smith  of  Boston  with  a  talk  on  '"Col- 
onial Families,"  and  Miss  Marguerite  Stone  King  sang  "Homeland"  very  ac- 
ceptably. I  remained  at  home,  attending  to  the  registration.  Everybody  on 
return  said  that  the  entertainment   was  very  interesting. 

Monday  evening  we  had  a  very  pleasant  house  party,  spending  the  time 
in  singing,  story-telling  and  listening  to  fine  selections  on  the  victrola.  All 
were  served  with  ice  cream  late  in  the  evening.  When  the  party  broke  up. 
many  attended  the  bonfire  at  the  midnight  celebration  in  Hingham  Center. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  for  the  ladies  of  the  Relief  Corps,  who  fur- 
nished the  refreshments.  The  cooking  was  all  home-made  and  everybody 
was  sorry  when  the  nice  doughnuts  were  gone.  Lunch  was  served  in  a  tent 
on  the  lawn  and  the  tables  were  decorated  with  bouc]iiets  of  cut  tlowers  which 
made   them   very   attractive. 

Although  there  were  present  the  smallest  number  this  year,  it  was  gen- 
erally conceded  that  we  ha  1  the  best  time  of  any  at  these  reunions. 


[*For  lack  of  space  we  are  nimble  to  publish  the  lecture.    Certified  copy,  however, 
i;iy   be  obtained   on  application   t<>  the  Recording   Secretary.! 


PRESIDENT'S    REPORT 

Hingham,  Mass.,  July  3,  1916. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen— Members  of  the  Toner  Genealogical  Society: 

Greeting:  This  is  an  adjourned  seventh  annual  meeting*  as  no  meeting 
was  held  last  year. 

The  attempt  to  hold  a  reunion  on  the  Pacific  Coast  in  1915  was  a  failure. 

1  have  served  you  as  President  for  seven  years  and  previously  tried  to 
interest  you  in  erecting  a  memorial  to  our  first  American  ancestor,  and  now, 
as  we  have  completed  that  work,  I  feel  I  should  give  way  to  some  one  of  you 
who  will  continue  the  Society  on  other  lines  of  endeavor. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Society  much  genealogical  data  has  been 
collected,  and  it  is  hoped  that  those  of  you  who  have  been  especially  inter 
ested  in  this  feature  will  take  entire  charge  of  it,  and  that  you  will  allow  mr 
now  to  retire  as  President  and  choose  some  one  more  especially  interested  in 
genealogical   research. 

1  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  confidence  and  co-operation  hi  the  past 
and  hope  that  the  Society  will  continue  with  increasing  interest. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

^y^^i^/  ^y^c^u^t  ^yc^t^^A^ 

President. 


RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  GENERAL  REPORT 

S9  Sheridan  Avenue,  Medford.  Mass.,  December  Ml,  1915. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Greeting:  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  herewith  a  brief  summary 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  covering  the  period  from  October  M,  1914, 
to  tTie  present  date,  inclusive. 

ANNUAL  MEETINGS   OF  THE   SOCIETY 

The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  which  was  to  have  been  held 
at  the  residence  of  George  Warren  Tower,  President,  791  East  Fourth  Street, 
South  Boston,  Mass.,  on  November  19,  1915,  was  declared  adjourned  for  lack 
of  a  quorum,  until  the  sixth  reunion  of  the  Tower  family,  which  may  be  held 
some  time  in  1916. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 
February  13,   1915,  'Office,   South   Boston,   Mass.;     adjourned   to   March    6,    1915, 

at  2  P.  M.,  at  the  same  place. 
March  (J,  1915,  Office,  South  Boston,  Mass.;   adjourned  sine  die. 
November  19,  1915,  Office,  South  Bosion,  Mass.;    adjourned  sine  die. 

MEETINGS   OF  THE  MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE 
February   13,   1915,   Office,   South   Boston,   Mass.;    adjourned    to    March    0.    1915. 

at  2  P.  M.,  at  the  same  place. 
March  u  1915,  Office,  South  Boston,  Mass.;    adjourned  sine  die. 

On  October  3,  1914,  the  Executive  Board  adopted  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  have  printed  and  distributed  six  hundred  (600)  copies  o_ 
the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Annual  Report.  This  was  done  and  a  copy  mailed  to  each 
member  just  prior  to  Thanksgiving  Day  of  that  year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  held  on  February  13,  1915,  the  follow- 
ing business  was  transacted: 

p'Adjourned  Seventh  Annual  Meeting,  pagres  21,  22  and  2:5.1 


8  SEVENTH  AND  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORTS 

Five  regular  delegates  were  elected  by  ballot  to  represent  tbe  Society  at 
the  International  Congress  of  Genealogy,  which  convened  at  San  Erancisco, 
California,  July  2Sth  to  30th,  1915. 

The  regular  delegates   elected  were: 
Mr.  George  Warren  Tower,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mr.  Charles  Wesley  Tower,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Frank   McDonough,   Sr.,   Esq.,   Denver,   Colo. 
Major  John  Tower  Morrison,  Berkeley,  Cal. 
Mr.   Edwin  Clarence  Tower,  Eureka.   Cal. 

Major  John  Tower  Morrison  of  Berkeley,  whose  report  was  submitted 
later  to  the  Executive  Board  ami  accepted,  was  the  only  delegate  who  at- 
tended the  Congress. 

Thirty-one  honorary  alternate  delegates  were  appointed  by  the  President, 
none  of  whom  attended.  Proper  credentials  were  issued  by  the  officers  and 
duly  sent  to  all  delegates  to  admit  them  to  the  Congress. 

The  Recording  Secretary  and  Mr.  Frank  McDonough,  Sr.,  of  Denver,  were 
elected  as  a  Committee  of  Two  to  ascertain  the  advisability  of  holding  a  re- 
union of  the  Tower  family  in  some  city  on  the  Pacific  Coast  during  the 
Panama  Pacific   International    Exposition. 

In  view  of  the  correspondence  which  we  had  witli  Mr.  McDonough,  Sr., 
previous  to  this  meeting,  the  entire  matter  of  reunion  was  placed  in  his 
hands  as  he  seemed  to  be  the  only  available  member  upon  whom  we  could 
rely  for  immediate  help  at  that  time,  and  we  anticipated  that  excellent  results 
would  be  accomplished.  Mr.  McDonough,  being  a  lawyer,  was  called  to  Ne- 
braska very  suddenly  on  business  just  at  a  time  when  he  most  desired  to  be 
of  assistance.  This  and  other  adverse  circumstances  had  such  an  issue  that 
the  whole  undertaking  was  eventually  left  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  who 
decided,  much  to  his  regret,  to  abandon  all  thought  of  a  reunion  in  California. 
Carl  Vernon  Tower  of  Collegeville,  Pa.,  was  elected  Assistant  Recording 
Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  he  formally  accepted  the  office. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  held  on  March  G,  1913,  it  was  voted 
that  the  Society  pay  the  balance  due  on  Memorial,  which  amounted  to  $31G. 
George  Warren  Tower,  Chairman  of  the  John  Tower1  Memorial  Commit- 
tee, stated  that  as  the  Committee  had,  with  the  generous  co-operation  of 
John  Tower1  drscendants,  fulfilled  its  duties  pertaining  to  the  erection  of  a 
Memorial  in  memory  of  our  first  American  ancestors,  he  desired  to  offer  au 
expression  of  high  appreciation  and  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  loyal  sup- 
port, and  recommended  that  the  Committee  be  dismissed,  which  was  done  by 
unanimous  vote   and   so   declared. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  held  on  Nevember  19,  1915,  busi- 
ness  was   transacted   as  here  recorded: 

The  President  made  the  following  report  which  was  accepted. 
"Your  Committee,  appointed  to  secure  the  unpublished  Tower  data  that 
were  collected  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Mr.  Charlemagne  Tower7  and  now 
held  by  Mr.  Quincy  BicknelP  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  these  data  should  be  given  to  the  Hingham  Histor- 
ical Society.  Our  Historian,  Walter  Lamont  Tower"  concurs  with  us  in  this 
wish  " 

The  report*  by  Major  John  Tower  Morrison8  of  Berkeley,  Cal.,  who  rep- 
represented  the  Society  as  delegate  at  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Ex- 
position  in  July,  was  read  and  accepted. 

A  Testimonial**  of  thanks  was  then  adopted,  engrossed  and  duly  sent 
to  Major  Morrison  in  appreciation  of  his  faithful  and  efficient  services. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Secretaries  of  the  Society  draft  Resolutionst  on  the 
death  of  our  late  brother  member,  Isaac  Lewis  Tower'  of  Greenville,  Mich., 
expressim;  our  deep   regret   at   the  great   loss  of  his  association  with   us,  and 

[•Report  by  Major  John  Tower  Morrison*,  page  17.] 
["♦"■Testimonial — Major  John   Tower  Morrison*,   pages  IT  ami   IS.] 
[t Resolutions — Mr.  Isaac  Lewis  Tower8,  page  IS.  I 
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that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  engrossed,  certified  by  the  officers,  and  duly  sent 
to  the  bereaved  family. 

The  above  action  of  the  Executive  Board  has  been  carried  into  effect. 

It  was  further  voted  that  the  Secretaries  draft  Resolutions!  as  a  memo- 
rial of  our  late  friend  and  associate,  Hon.  John  Davis  Long,  whose  death  re- 
cently occurred  at  his  home  in  Hingham,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  Je 
engrossed,  certified  and  duly  sent  to  the  hereaved  family. 

This  action  was  carried  into  effect. 

It  was  voted  that  the  appointment  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  ne*t  re- 
union be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Hoard,  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

If  1  am  not  misinformed,  we  hold  our  meetings  and  reunions  for  "the 
purpose  of  uniting  socially  the  descendants  of  John  Tower,"  and  of  increasing 
the  membership,  so  that  the  Society  may  carry  out  to  better  advantage  its 
various  projects.  We  are  organized  that  we  may  derive  full  enjoyment  and 
beneht  from  the  social  gatherings  of  the  Clan.  It  is  our  duty  to  provide  ways 
and  means  of  establishing  memorials  and  of  collecting  data  of  general  inter- 
est to  the  family;  but  we  should  make  more  vigorous  and  effective  effort  to 
transform  our  purpose  into  actual  accomplishment,  for  only  a  small  part  .)f 
the  program  decided  upon  in  the  year  1909  has  been  carried  out. 

The  following  questions  have  arisen  for  the  urgent  consideration  of  every 
member  of  the   Society: 

1.  How  shall  we  proceed  in  order  that  we  may  accomplish  the  best  re- 
sults for  the  advancement  of  the  work  as  designated  in  the  Charter*  of  In- 
corporaton?  2.  Shall  we  hold  meetings  and  reunions  at  the  Old  Homestead, 
or,  instead,  meet  in  various  localities  as  heretofore,  for  which  the  meetings 
and     reunions     held    at     Cohasset,     Detroit,    and     Boston    furnish     precedent? 

3.  Shall  the  organization  genuinely  fulfill  its  duty  through  a  united  Executive 
Board,  utilizing  the  privileges  and  performing  the  obligations  set  forth  in 
the  Agreement  of  Association,  Charter  and  By-Laws? 

'the  following  recommendations  are  hereby  offered: 

1.  That  we  hold  annual  reunions.  2.  That  some  provision  be  made 
whereby  there  may  be  a  substantial  annual  increase  of  membership,  and  to 
this  end  we  cordially  invite  the  membeis  and  all  descendants  to  join  with  us 
in  heartv  co-operation  for  the  formal  or  informal  discussion  of  these  impor- 
tant questions  with  the  Executive  Board.  3.  That  a  well-devised  but  simple 
tampaign  be  instituted  for  the  collection  of  biographical  and  historical  data 
relating  to  Tower  descendants,  and  that  the  work  of  collecting  the  same  be 
placed  in  the  Hands  of  the  Secretaries  under  direction  of  the  Executive  Board. 

4.  That  there  be  set  aside  room  at  the  Old  Homestead  for  a  Department  of 
Bequests  and  Curios  which  shall  contain  mementoes,  donated  by  descend- 
ants of  John  Tower',  that  have  been  accepted  and  are  to  remain  there  under 
direction  of  the  Executive  Board  as  a  common  possession  of  present  and 
future  Tower  descendants,  this  recommendation  to  be  reported  upon 
by  the  President.  .'>.  That  all  who  serve  on  the  Executive  Board  be  given 
a  life  membership  as  an  established  precedent  in  appreciation  of  services 
for  which  no  remuneration  is  provided.  0.  That  there  be  issued  in  the  year 
1916  two  thousand  (2000)  reports  which  shall  cover  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society  in  a  general  way  for  the  years  1915  and  191G,  and  that  a  copy  of  the 
same  be  mailed  to  those  whose  names  and  addresses  we  have  upon  the  gen- 
eral  mailing  list. 

Respectfully   submitted, 


Recording   Secretary 
[^Resolutions— Honorable  John  Davis  Long,  page  19.] 
[*Oharter—  First   Annu.il    Iteport,   page  34.] 


RECORDING  SECRETARY'S   PRELIMINARY    REPORT 
(Fiscal  Year  1916) 

S9  Sheridan  Avenue,  Medford,  Mass.,  July  1,  1916. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  -Members: 

Greeting:  I  take  pleasure  again  in  submitting  to  you  a  supplementary 
report  of  the  work  of  my  office  which  covers  the  fiscal  year  only  from  Janu- 
ary 1st  to  the  present  date. 

In  a  letter  dated  January  10,  191 G,  which  was  sent  by  the  President  to 
the  members  through  the  Treasurer's  office,  with  notice  for  dues,  announce- 
ment was  made  that  a  reunion  would  be  held  at  the  Old  Homestead  on  July 
3,  1916,  inviting  general  expression  then  as  to  future  policy  and  plans  of  the 
Society.  In  view  of  this  desired  expression,  I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Presi- 
dent, and  hope  that  much  good  may  be  accomplished  at  the  reunion. 

The  Executive  Board  adopted  a  resolution  on  April  S,  191 G,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  Secretaries  draft  resolutions  of  condolence  pertaining  to  our 
late  brother  member,  Francis  Emory  Tower,  D.D.,  who  passed  to  his  heavenly 
reward  on  February  13th  of  the  present  year.  The  resolutions*  are  now 
ready  to  be  recorded,  copy  of  which  will  be  engrossed  promptly  and  duly 
sent   to  the  family  of  our  deceased  brother. 

Another  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Executive  Board  on  May  16,  1916. 
which  provides  that  a  letter  of  congratulation*  be  sent  to  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles 
Tower  of  Florida,  Massachusetts,  upon  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  their  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  on  May  22,  191G.  The  congratulatory  message 
was  engrossed,  properly  certified  and  then  presented  personally  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tower  by  the  Historian. 

On  May  IS,  1916,  the  Executive  Board  adopted  a  resolution  which  pro- 
vides that  the  sixth  reunion  be  held  as  formerly  planned  by  the  President. 

Soon  after  the  annual  notice  was  sent  for  the  seventh  annual  meeting, 
thirty-five  replies  came  from  members  who  gave  preference  of  place  fox' 
reunion  in  1916.  as  follows: 

Eight  for  Hingham,  two  for  Boston,  seventeen  for  Springfield  and  eight 
for  North  Adams,  Mass. 

In  the  minutes  of  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  held  in  November 
last  year,  the  following  appears: 

"The  question  of  reunions,  when,  where  and  how  these  should  be  held 
deserves   your   serious   consideration   and   should   not   be   passed   over  lightly/' 

Each  succeeding  year  since  incorporating  has  been  equally  as  important 
as  the  first,  and  the  original  program  inaugurated  in  19U9  is  comparatively 
filled  with  well-devised  plans  for  the  present  and  future,  all  of  which  should 
be  of  vital  interest  to  you. 

We  are  credited  with  a  Memorial  already  completed  in  memory  of  our 
forbears,  John  Tower1  and  Margaret  1  brock,  his  wife,  and  I  think  that  the 
untiring  efforts  and  faithful  devotion  of  the  President  and  the  Memorial  Com- 
mittee are  appreciated  by  the  members. 

Yours  fraternally. 


Recording   Secretary 
[♦Resolutions— Francis  Emory  'Power.   !».])..   pages  V.)  ami   20.1 
[♦Congratulations— Mr.  and  Mi's.   Miles  Tower,  page  20.] 


/t  NOTE. —  Members  may  obtain  certified  copies  of  part  or  all  of  the  records 
by  making  application  to  the  Recording  Secretary,  provided  the  payment  of 
the  actual  cost  of  typewriting  the  same  and  the  postage  therefor  is  remitted! 


CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY'S    REPORT. 

Daltuii,  Mass.,  November  17,  1915. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Memoers: 

Greeting:  Our  annual  meetings  fall  upon  such  irregular  dates  lhat  my 
reports  to  you  from  time  to  time  cover  quite  varying  periods.  This  leads  to 
liability  of  repetition,  and  the  possible  error  of  the  omission  of  notice  of  ap- 
plications, resignations  and  deaths.  In  a  few  cases  notice  of  the  death  of  a 
member  has  not  reached  me  for  more  than  one  year  after  it  occurred,  which 
causes  a  seeming  discrepancy  between  the  date  of  such  death  and  its  final 
appearance  in  my  report.  No  workable  method  of  eliminating  this  latter  dif- 
ficulty has  occurred  to  your  Secretary,  but  1  do  believe  that  if  all  reports  of 
officers  of  this  Society  bore  a  uniform  date — say  Jan.  1st  or  July  1st,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  one  year,  as  you  members  may  determine — there  would  be  a 
great  gain  in  uniformity  and  the  liability  of  errors  appearing  would  be  largely 
eliminated. 

Therefore  I  recommend  that,  you  establish  some  fixed  date  for  the  reports 
from  officers. 

We  have  lost  by  death  since  my  last  report:  Member  No.  51,  Mrs.  Mary 
Adelaide  (Tower)  Pierce7,  who  died  Dec.  26,  1914,  at  Chicopee,  Mass.  Member 
No.  09,  Isaac  Lewis  Tower*,  who  died  May  14,  191."),  at  Greenville,  Mich.  Mem- 
ber No.  1S9,  Mrs.  Nancy  Abigail  (Tower)  Pbelps7,  who  died  July  23,  1915,  at 
Wahoo,  Neb.  Member  No.  253,  Julius  Tower5,  who  died  Jan.  21,  191 3,  at 
Laurel,  Neb.  Member  No.  :'»22,  Mrs.  Martha  Tower  (Stoddard)  Bates7  who 
died  Jan.  23,  1915,  at  Cohasset,  Mass. 

In  the  death  of  Isaac  Tower''  our  Society  loses  a  most  loyal  member,  and 
your  Corresponding  Secretary  mourns  the  loss  of  a  very  dear  friend.  I  am 
indebted  to  Mr.  Isaac  Tower  for  an  almost  complete  genealogical  record  to 
date  of  the  descendants  of  his  grandfather.  It.  is  the  lasting  friendships 
formed  with  men  like  Mr.  Isaac  Tower  that  makes  the  endless  task  of  search- 
ing for  and  recording  genealogical  data  seem  worth  while. 

Six  new  applicants  have  been  admitted  to  membership.  All  applications 
to  date  have  been  approved  and  filed  with  your  Recording  Secretary. 

Ten  hundred  and  seventy-six  personal  genealogical  charts  have  been  re- 
ceived, numbered,  catalogued  and  filed.  I  also  have  on  file  a  mass  of  mis- 
cellaneous historical  and  genealogical  data,  all  of  which  will  be  available  at 
such  time  as  it  seems  desirable  to  print  a  second  volume  of  the  Tower 
Genealogy. 

Probably  the  most  important  piece  of  historical  data  secured  by  me  dur- 
ing the  past  year  was  a  partial  list  of  Towers  who  served  in  the  Civil  War. 
This  list  of  114  men  by  the  name  of  Tower  comprise  all  those  who  have  re- 
ceived or  are  now  receiving  a  pension  from  the  United  States  Government. 
I  hereby  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  G.  M.  Saltzgabee,  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.   C. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

$&  DUES — When  remitting  your  dues  please  remember  that  we  have  a  new 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Oliver  Tower,  Box  104,  Hingham  Center,  Mass.  If  members 
who  are  in  arrears  could  make  payment  it  would  greatly  aid  the  Society  in  the 
progress  of  its  work. 
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Dalton,  Mass.,  June  26,  1916. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Greeting:  Again  I  wish  lo  call  Hie  attention  of  our  members  to  the 
irregularity  of  the  dates  of  my  various  reports  to  you,  and  urge  you  very 
strongly  to  take  some  action  at  this  meeting  toward  establishing  a  fixed  date 
for  the  reports  of  your  officers. 

For  more  explicit  reasons  for  this  action  I  refer  you  to  the  opening  para- 
graphs of  my  report  of  November  17,   1915. 

Deaths  among  members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  so  far  as  have 
been  reported  to  me  are  as  follows: 

-Member  number  111,  Daniel  Lothrop  Tower8,  who  died  May  Gth,  191G,  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Member  number  212,  Henry  Alonzo  Silver,  who  died  July 
8th,  1915,  at  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Member  number  294,  Major  Morton  Tower,  who 
died  November  liuth,  1914,  at  Empire,  Oregon;  Member  number  oG;5,  Miss  Julia 
Adeline  Bird',  who  died  September  17tb,  1915,  at  Milford,  Michigan. 

Since  my  last  report  four  new  applications  have  been  received  and  ap- 
proved. 

During  the  seven  months  since  my  last  report  to  you  I  have  been  ex- 
tremely successful  in  locating  many  new  Tower  families. 

1  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  1  have  located  nearly  all  the  living  de- 
scendants of  John"  and  Lucy  (Munson)  Tower,  records  of  whom  do  not  ap- 
pear in  the  present  genealogy.  You  will  recall  that  our  Society  advertised 
for  information  about  these  descendents   in   our  second   annual   report.* 

Twenty-two  completed  genealogical  chares  of  descendants  of  this  John 
Tower0  are  already  on  file  and  many  more  are  promised.  For  this  most  fortu- 
nate piece  of  work  i  am  largely  indebted  to  Member  number  378,  Mr.  Edwin 
Welch  Burclv",  of  Rockwell  City,  Iowa 

1  have  recently  been  informed  that  Member  number  241,  Mr.  Frank  Smith 
Tower*,  of  Leominster,  Mass.,  collected  a  considerable  amount  of  genealogi- 
cal data  in  1909  and  1910.  These  data  were  forwarded  direct  to  James  Wallace 
Tower,  who  had  immediate  charge  of  data  pertaining  to  the  1  brook 
Branch.  Through  an  oversight  credit  has  never  been  given  Mr.  Tower  for 
this  work,  and  1  hope  he  will  appreciate  the  conditions  and  accept  this  be- 
lated acknowledgment  of  a   good  work  well  done. 

A  few  weeks  ago  some  completed  genealogical  charts  were  sent  to  me 
which  indicated  a  family  of  Towers  in  Pennsylvania  who  can  trace  their 
ancestry  back  five  generations,  or  to  a  date  of  about  1740,  but  as  yet  I  have 
been  unable  to  connect  this  family  with  any  known  branch  of  the  descendants 
of  John  Tower1.  Another  remarkable  feature  of  these  data  is  that  this  family 
is  connected  by  marriage  with  two  well  known  Weymouth  and  Hingham 
families. 

I  consider  this  the  most  important  single  piece  of  genealogical  data  re- 
ceived by  your  Society  since  its  formation. 

1  urge  that  every  member  of  our  Society  and  every  other  Tower  descend- 
ant who  has  occasion  to  make  any  genealogical  research  will  note  carefully 
any  genealogical  information  which  may  come  to  their  notice  which  is  not 
recorded  in  the  present  genealogy.  Send  me  such  data  and  I  assure  you  they 
will   be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  officers  of  your  Society. 

Respectfully    submitted, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
[  *  Second   Annual   Report,   page  28.] 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


200  Fifth   Avenue,  New  York,  January  1,  1915. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 


Your  Treasurer  begs   leave  to   submit   the  t'ollowin 
the  period  from  January  1st,  1914,  to  December  31st,  1 
Total  receipts  for  period,  including  balance  of  $120 

from    1913 

Total    disbursements    for    period 

Leaving   a   balance   on    hand   of 
The  year's  receipts  were  made  up  as  follows: 

1911  dues        

1912  dues        

1913  dues        

1914  dues        ........ 

1917)  dues 

Total 

Donation  from  Member  No.  288        .     . 
Donation  from  Member  No.  GO       .... 
Applications   Nos.   370   to   37.",      .... 
Tower  Bros.'  credit  for  loss  of  photo,  cut 
Souvenir   account,    1914    reunion 

Sale   of   Tree    prints 

Commission  on  art  sales,  1914  reunion     . 

Sale   of  1914   reports 

Interest  on  savings  bank  account 

Balance  from   1913   accounts       .... 


report,  which  covers 
14: 
84, 

$410.73 
360.57 


$50.10 

$1.00 

8.00 

25:00 

193.14 
12.00 


$2 


9.14 
4.00 
5.30 
COO 
4.  GO 
2.05 
21.00 
2.G2 
1.00 
4. IS 
120.84 


$410.73 


Disbursements    itemized,    covering   vouchers    No. 
of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer: 


86    to    104,    inclusive, 


No.    8G.     J.   Wallace    Tower,    expense   account         .         .  $10.15 
No.    87.     Tower  Bros.  Stationery  Co.,  stationery     .         .  G.25 
No.    88.     A.  R.  Lopez  &   Bro.,  letterheads  and  printing  4.45 
No.    89.     Economy     Press,     printing     annual     meeting- 
notices     ........  4.50 

No.     90.     Photo.  Print  Co.,  100  Genealogical  Tree  Prints  2G.25 

No.    91.     Airs.   Edith  Powers,   typing  new  address   lists  5.16 

No.    92.     Mrs.  Sarah  Tower,  postage,  cuts,  etc.,  reunion  27.0,"; 

Xo.    93.     Mrs.  Sarah  Tower,  copper  box,  paper  and  tags  9.4S 

No.    94.     A.    R.    Lopez    &   Bro.,    reunion    programs,    etc.  51.35 

No.    95.     A.   R.  Lopez   &   Bro.,  reunion  badges         .         .  3.20 
No.    96.     Mrs.     Sarah     Tower,     1914     reunion     expense 

bills 112.14 

No.    97.     Rev.  Francis  E.  Tower,  1914  reunion  expense 

bills 15.30 

No.    98.     A.  R.   Lopez  &   Bro.,  letterheads  and   printing  10.59 

No.    99.     Mrs.    Edith    Powers,    typing    list         .         .         .  1.00 

No.  100.     C.    H.    Taylor,   typewriting   two   bills         .         .  4.50 

No.  101.     Ilobbs   <fc   Warren,  record   paper         .         .         .  4.20 

No.  102.     Ward's    500    manila    envelopes,    1913-14    report  3.00 
No.  103.     Francis    L.    Tower,    postage    account,    1913-14 

report                 12.00 

No.  104.     E.  L.  Grimes  Co.,  600  copies  partial  print  on 

1913-14     report 50.00 


$3G0. 
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Disbursements   grouped:  — 

General    expense  ......         $50.80 

Tree    Photo,    prints 26.25 

1914    reunion    expense 218.52 

1913-14    report    account 65.410 

$360.57 

There  is  one  (1)  unpaid  bill  outstanding,  which  is  a  balance  of  $G6.75  due 
E.  L.  Grimes  &  Co.  for  printing  GOO  copies  of  the  1913-14  Report. 
On  December  31st,  1914,  there  were  unpaid  dues  amounting  to: 
For 

1910 $20.00 

1911 45.00 

1912 09.00 

1913         .         .         ..  .         .         ...         .         10S.00 

1914 12S.0O 

■ $370.00 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  there  have  been  six  (0)  appli- 
cations for  membership  received,  these   being  Xos.   370  to  375,  inclusive. 

There  have  been  three  resignations  and  four  deaths,  the  resigning  mem- 
bers being  Xos.  71,  7:!  and  210,  and  our  deceased  members  being  Xos.  51,  Hi), 
343  and  361. 

Xotices  of  death  of  two  of  our  members  in  191  ;J  have  been  received  since 
my  report  for  that  year  was  made;   they  being  members  Xos.  233  and  253. 

Your  Treasurer  would  recommend  that  our  annual  meetings  be  held  in 
January  or  February  of  each  year,  in  order  that  our  Reports  may  be  gotten 
in  early,  and  the  campaign  for  the  coming  year  outlined.  He  also  believes 
that  a  Reunion  should  be  held  in  the  year  1916,  without  fail. 

Your  Treasurer's  books  have  been  audited  by  Lucius  W.  Bartlett,  Mem- 
ber Xo.  74,  and  his  certification  follows: 

Windsor,  Conn.,  September  10,  1915. 
"Hi is  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  receipts 
and    disbursements    of    the   Treasurer   of    the   Tower   Genealogical    Society   for 
the  fiscal  year  from  January  1st,  1914,  to  January  1st,  1915,  and  find  the  sam^ 
to  be  correct. 

"'That  the  cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1915,  was  Fifty  and  lG/100  Dollars, 
and  which  sum  was  on  deposit  with  the  Millinoeket  Trust  Co.  of  Millinocker, 
Maine.  "LUCIUS  AVAR  REX  BARTLETT, 

"Auditor  for  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society." 
Respectfully    submitted, 


*/£. 


Treasurer 


TREASURER'S  SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

200  Fifth  Avenue,  Xew  York,  Xovember  1,  1915. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

As  a  supplementary  report  to  that  of  January  1st,  1915,  your  Treasurer 
would  briefly  say  that  notices  for  dues  for  all  of  those  in  arrears  were  sent 
out  shortly  after  January  1st,  1915,  and  dues  have  been  paid  as  follows: 

1  for        •    1910 

2  for  1911 

3  for  1912 
G            for  1913 

11  for  1914 

105  for  1915 

3  for  191G 


TREASURER'S    SUPPLEMENTARY    REPORT 


There  have  been  six  applications  for  membership,  being  members  Nos. 
376  to  381,  inclusive.  Four  of  our  members  have  died  since  January  1st,  they 
being  members  Xos.  69,  189,  322  and  303;  and  three  have  resigned;  being 
members  Xos.  102,  133  and  256. 

The  total  receipts  to  November  1st,  including  the  191-1  balance,  are 
$249.87,  with  total  expenditures  from  January  1st  to  November  1st,  1915, 
amounting  to   $175.2,"),  leaving  a  balance   in   the   treasury  of  $74.62. 

Respectfully    submitted, 


i/£. 


Treasurer. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 
200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  Yor 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your   Treasurer  begs   leave   to   submit   the  follow  in: 
the  period  from  January  1,  1915,  to  December  31,  1915: 
Total   receipts    for   period,    including    balance   of 

from     1914 

Total  disbursements  for  the  period   . 

Leaving    a    balance    on    hand    of 
The  year's  receipts  were  made  up  as  follows: 

1910  dues        

1911  dues  

1912  dues        

1913  dues        

1914  dues        

1915  dues        

1916  dues        

Total 

Receipts    from    tree   members     . 
Interest  on   savings   bank  account     . 

Seven    applications 

Balance    from    1914    accounts     . 


Januar 
report, 
>0.16 


y  1,  1916. 
which  cover.- 


$257.8: 

i96.r 


$61.70 

$1.00 
2.00 
3.00 
6.00 

11.00 

166.00 

9.00 

$198.00 

$2.00 

.71 

7.00 

50.16 


105   to   113, 


of 


Total 

Disbursements  itemized,   covering  vouchers   Xos. 
of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Treasurer: 

No.  105.     E.     L.    Grimes     Co.,    balance    on    account 

1913-14   reports 

Xo.  106.     Underwood  Typewriter  Co.,  machine  rent 
Xo.  107.     George    W.    Tower,    partial    payment    on    me- 
morial  fund   note 

Xo.  10S.     E.  L.  Grimes  Co.,  fifty  extra  copies  of  1913-14 

report         

Xo.  109.     Hobbs   &   Warren,   binder  and   punch   for   the 

Recording   Secretary        . 
No.  110.     Francis  L.  Tower,  postage,  and  printing  1915 
annual    notices         ...... 

No.  111.     A.  R.  Lopez  &  Bro.,  one  thousand  letterheads 
No.  112.     Hobbs  &  Warren,  binder  and  carbon  paper 
No.  113.     J.  Wallace  Tower,  stamped  envelopes  and  ex- 
pense   account  ...... 

Total  


$257. ST 
inclusive,  a] 


$66.  i  5 

3.00 

100.00 

2.50 

3.00 

5.00 
3.50 
2.50 

9.92 


$196.17 
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There  is  one  (1)  unpaid  bill,  outstanding,  which  is  balance  on  note  held 
by  George  Warren  Tower  on  memorial  fund  account,  balance  being  $210.00. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  repoit  there  have  been  received  seven 
applications  for  membership,  these  being  Nos.  370  to  382,  inclusive. 

There  have  been  lour  resignations  and  four  deaths,  the  resigning  mem- 
bers being  Nos.  102,  133,  198,  250,  and  our  deceased  members  being  Nos.  09, 
1S9,   322  and    303. 

Your  Treasurer  has  not  had  time  to  have  his  books  audited,  but  will  do 
so  in  the  verv  near  future. 


Respectfully   submitted, 


C7~~ 


•£ 


Treasurer. 


TREASURER'S   SUxDPLEMENTARY   REPORT 

200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  June  20,  1916. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

As    a    supplementary   report    to   that    of    January    1,    1910,    your    Treasurer 
would  briefly  say  that  notices  for  dues  for  all  those  in  arrears  were  sent  out 


shortly  after  January 
1  for 

0  for 

5  foi- 

10  foi- 

10  0  for 


1,  1910,  and  dues  have  been  paid  as  follows: 

1912  4  for       1917 

1913  1  for       191 S 

1914  

1915  1ST 
1910 


There  have  been  three  applications  for  membership  received,  being  Nos. 
3S3  to  3S5,  inclusive.  Notices  of  the  death  of  three  of  our  members  have  been 
received   since  .January   1st,   they   being  Nos.   294,   310  and  32S. 

Two  have  resigned,  being  members  Nos.  251  and  320. 

The  total  receipts  to  June  20th,  including  the  1915  balance,  is  $248.70, 
with  total  expenditures  from  January  1st  to  June  20th,  1910,  of  $22.00,  leaving 
a  balance  in   the  treasury  of  522G.70.  Respectfully  submitted, 


^. 


Treasurer 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


Grand  View  Lodge,  Poquonnock  Avenue, 

Windsor,  Conneciicut,  September  9,  1910. 
THIS   IS    TO    CERTIFY    that   I   have   audited   the   accounts   of   the   Tower 
Genealogical    Society    from   January   1,    1915,   to   July    31,    1910,   both   dates   in- 
clusive, and  found  them  correct.     Balance  of  cash  in  the  custody  of  the  Treas- 
urer, July  31,  191 C,  was  $188.47,  deposited  as  follows: 

In  the  savings    bank    fund         ......         $1G1.5S 

In  the  bunk  for  check  accounts 20.89 


Total 


(SEAL) 


$1SS.47 

LUCIUS  WARREN  BARTLETT, 

Auditor. 

XsT  NOTE — The  difference  in  amounts  as  given  by  the  Treasurer  in  his  report 
of  June  20,  1910,  and  that  of  the  Auditor's  dated  September  9,  1910,  is  due  ro 
bills  having  been  paid  during  interim  between  the  different  dates. 


REPORT  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF 

GENEALOGY, 

Held    at    the    Panama-Pacific    International    Exposition 

in  San  Francisco,  California,  July  28  to  30,  1915. 

By  Major  John  Tower  Morrison8 

of   Berkeley,   California 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Toioer  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  Mass.: 

Greeting:  This  is  the  most  difficult  report  that  has  ever  fallen  to  my 
lot,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  say,  or  how  to  say  it.  While  I  had 
no  desire  to  evade  my  duty  as  a  Delegate  to  the  International  Genealogical 
Congress,  I  did  cherish  a  fond  hope  that  the  honor  (duty)  of  making  a  report 
would  fall  to  some  one  more  worthy  and  better  qualified  for  such  a  task. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  people  in  and  within  easy  reach  of  San 
Francisco,  but  although  I  made  several  calls  for  members  of  the  Tower  family 
during  the  seven  sessions  of  the  Congress,  1  received  no  response.  So,  you 
see,  this  is  why  I  am  trying  to  tell  you  in  my  feeble  way  something  in  ad- 
vance of  the  published  proceedings,  which  will  appear  in  the  October  number 
of  the  Salt  Lake  Genealogical  Magazine.  This,  as  the  name  implies,  is  de- 
voted to  Genealogical  Research  and  kindred  interests,  and  should  interest  our 
people. 

There  is  very  little  that  I  can  say  about  the  Congress,  or,  rather,  Federa- 
tion. As  you  may  well  imagine,  the  proceedings  were  rather  prosy,  it  being 
the  first  assemblage  gathered  in  this  particular  interest.  Everything  had  to 
be  done  from  The  foundation,  or  bottom  up,  as  we  had  no  president  to  guide 
us  in  our  deliberations,  and  much  time  was  taken  up  in  discussing  the  various 
subjects,  in  order  to  arrive  at  best  results. 

The  meetings  were  very  harmonious  and,  I  believe,  on  the  whole  quite 
satisfactory.  By  resolution  the  name  was  changed  from  "Congress"  to  "Fed- 
eration," under  which  name  or  title  the  next  meeting  will  be  called  by  a  com- 
mittee which  was  appointed  to  draft  the  Constitution,  By-laws,  and  perform 
ether  preliminary  work  necessary  to  establish  the  organization  on  a  firm  and 
lasting  basis. 

It  is  expected  that  all  organized  societies  and  many  representatives  of 
independent  families  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  as  well  as  some  in 
foreign  countries,  will  be  interested  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
the  Federation.  All  organized  societies  represented  in  the  first  Congress 
were  declared  members,  and  will  be  kept  advised  of  all  matters  in  the  general 
interest  as  the  work  of  the  Committee  progresses.  It  is  the  hope  and  ex- 
pectation of  all  concerned  that  the  Federation  may  be  so  firmly  established 
as  eventually  to  take  on  the  character  of  a  General  Clearing  House  for  all 
matters  genealogical,  especially  in  the  United  States,  with  correspondents 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  thus  proving  the  wisdom  of  the  plan. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  TOWER  MORRISON, 

Delegate. 

August   17,  1913. 


TESTIMONIAL 
At  a  Meeting  of  the 

EXECUTIVE  BOARD  OF  THE  TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

held  at  the  office  of  the  Society  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  nineteen 
hundred  and   fifteen,  the  following  Testimonial   was   unanimously  adopted: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Tower  Genealogical   Society, 
Incorporated,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  be  extended  to 
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MAJOR  JOHN  TOWER  MORRISON, 
EIGHTH  GENERATION, 

of  Berkeley,  California,  in  appreciation  of  his  faithful  and  efficient  services 
as  a  Delegate  of  this  Society  at  the  International  Congress  of  Genealogy, 
which  convened  at  San  Francisco,  July  twenty-eighth  to  thirtieth,  nineteen 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  he  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  testimonial  he  spread  upon  the  records  of  the 
Society,  and  that  the  Recording  Secretary  he  instructed  to  prepare  a  copy 
thereof,  duly  certified  by  him  under  the  seal  of  the  Corporation,  to  he  for- 
warded to   Major  Morrison. 


FRANCIS    LEON   TOWER, 

Recording  Secretary. 


(SEAL) 


In  flDemoriam 

At  a  Meeting  of  the 
EXECUTIVE  BOARD  OF  THE  TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

(Incorporated), 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  held  at  the  office  of  the  Society,  on  the  nineteenth 
day    of    November,    nineteen    hundred    and    fifteen,    the    following    resolutions 
were    unanimously   adopted: 
WHEREAS,   The   death  of 

ISAAC  LEWIS   TOWER, 
EIGHTH  GENERATION, 
which  occurred  at  his  late  residence  in  Greenville,   Michigan,   is   keenly  felt 
by  his  brother  members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical   Society,  who  now  desire 
to  express  their  universal  regret  and  the  sympathy  which  they  have   for  the 
surviving  members  of  the  family. 

RESOLVED,  That  by  his  death  our  Society  has  sustained  the  loss  of  an 
active,  loyal  and  valued  member,  who  had  contributed  much  to  its  welfare. 
He  was  one  who  had  endeared  himself  to  the  officers  and  the  Society  by  his 
personality,  as  well  as  by  his  sincere  sympathy  with  our  work  and  his  effec- 
tive co-operation  in  advancing  the  cause  of  genealogy  among  the  Tower  de- 
scendants. He  fought  to  maintain  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
quick  to  defend  the  cause  of  good  citizenship  during  his  entire  life.  In  his 
character  he  was  exemplary;  in  his  social  and  private  life  genial  and  love- 
able.  To  this  Society  and  to  all  who  knew  him  intimately  he  leaves  the  for- 
tunate memory  of  a  life  filled  with  good  deeds  and  helpful  influences. 

RESOLVED,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  this 
Society,  that  a  copy  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  the  bereaved  family  of  our  late 
brother,  with  the  assurance  that  the  members  of  this  Society  deeply  sympa- 
thize with  them  in  their  sorrow,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  local  press  of  Greenville,  Michigan. 

OFFICERS 
GEORGE    WARREN    TOWER,    President. 
CARL  VERNON   TOWER,   Assistant   Recording   Secretary. 
WALTER    LAMONT   TOWER,    Corresponding-    Secretary. 
JAMES    WALLACE    TOWER,    Treasurer. 

MEMBERS   OF   THE   EXECUTIVE   BOARD 

OLIVER    TOWER 
JOHN    HENRY     TOWER 
(SEAL) 


Hn  flBemortam 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society, 
held  at  the  office  of  the  Society  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  nineteen 
hundred  and  fifteen,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously   adopted: 

WHEREAS,  The  death  of  our  beloved  friend  and  associate, 

HONORABLE   JOHN  DAVIS  LONG, 

which  recently  occurred  at  his  late  residence  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  is 
an  occasion  for  the  expression  of  our  deep  regret  and  of  the  high  esteem  in 
which  his  memory  is  held  by  this  Society,  as  well  as  by  all  his  fellow  citizens. 

RESOLVED,  That  his  death  has  removed  from  the  world  an  able  leader 
of  men,  possessed  of  noble  qualities  and  rare  virtues.  He  was  one  of  those 
who,  through  effective  citizenship  and  wise  guidance  of  others,  have  elevated 
human  ideals  and  established  nobler  standards  of  purity  and  high  purpose. 
His  companionship  and  the  kindly  advice  which  he  was  ever  ready  to  give 
were  an  inspiration  to  his  many  friends,  who  recognize  in  the  life  that  he 
led  as  a  statesman  those  traits  of  character  that  meet  only  in  the  exceptional 
personality,  loyalty,  courage,  honesty  and  magnanimity.  In  his  social  life 
he  was  the  most  genial  and  lovable  of  men,  as  all  will  testify  who  came  within 
the  circle  of  his  personal  influence.  He  leaves  to  his  family  and  to  the  nation 
the  heritage  of  a  good  and  stainless  name,  and  to  this  Society  the  valued  con- 
sciousness of  having  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  counsel  of  such  a  man. 

RESOLVED,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  this 
Society,  that  a  copy  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  the  bereaved  family  of  our  late 
friend  and  associate  with  the  assurance  that  the  members  of  this  Society 
have  profound  sympathy  for  them  in  their  sorrow,  and  that  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  sent  to  Ihe  local  press  of  Hingham. 

OFFICERS 

GEORGE    WARREN    TOWER,    President. 
FRANCIS    LEON    TOWER.    Recording    Secretary. 
WALTER    LAMONT   TOWER,   Corresponding    Secretary. 
JAMES    WALLACE    TOWER,    Treasurer. 

MEMBERS   OF  THE  EXECUTIVE   BOARD 

OLIVER    TOWER 
JOHN    HENRY    TOWER 
(SEAL) 


An  fIDemoriam 


It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  officers  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society 
have    learned    of    the    sudden    death    of   our    esteemed    and    honored    member, 

FRANCIS  EMORY  TOWER,  D.  D.. 

seveifth  generation,  which  occurred  at  his  late  residence  in  Auburn,  R.  I.,  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  February,  nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  after  an  illness 
of  two  days. 

WHEREAS,  We  recognize  the  efficiency  and  success  Doctor  Tower  dis- 
played in  the  numerous  activities  incident  to  his  Christian  work  as  a  preacher 
of  the  Gospel,  author  and  lecturer.  Doctor  Tower  for  many  years  devoted 
himself  with  untiring  zeal  to  the  discharge  of  the  many  exacting  duties 
and  labors  pertaining  to  the  ministry,  and  as  a  temperance  worker,  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Law  and  Order  Union  in  the  State  of  New  York,  lie 
won  distinguished  success.  As  a  husband  and  father,  he  guarded  with  love 
and  care  the  happiness  of  home  and  family,  whose  cheering  influence,  felt 
and  appreciated  by  friends  and  intimates,  has  spread  to  wider  circles,  vibrat- 
ing and  aiding  humanity  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  Christian  life  and  meet 
with  Christian  fortitude  the  disappointments  and  trials  that  come  to  all: 
and 
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WHEREAS,  Through  the  companionship  which  we  have  enjoyed  with 
him,  the  personal  aid  which  he  has  rendered,  and  the  addresses  delivered 
by  him  at  our  meetings,  we  have  found  in  him  a  loyal,  generous  and  able 
worker  in  the  Society,  believing  in  the  significance  and  value  of  its  objects, 
stimulating  us  by  his  earnestness  and  zeal  and  encouraging  us  by  his  sympa- 
thy in  the  development  of  our  memorial,  genealogical,  historical  and  biographi- 
cal  work;    therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  members  of  the  Society,  in  sympathy  with  the 
family  for  the  sorrow  which  has  overshadowed  their  home,  acknowledge  with 
sadness  of  heart  this,  their  own  loss;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  avowal  of  their  sympathy  be  transcribed  upon  the 
records  of  the  Society  in  grateful  appreciation  of  Doctor  Tower's  personality 
and  services,  and  that  a  copy*  be  engrossed  and  sent  to  the  bereaved  family 
of  our  late  brother,  Francis  Emory  Tower. 

OFFICERS 
GEORGE   WARREN    TOWER,    President. 

DANIEL   NICHOLS   TOWER.   Vice-President. 
(SEAL)  FRANCIS    LEON    TOWER,    Recording    Secretary. 

WALTER   LAMONT   TOWER,   Corresponding    Secretary. 
JAMES    WALLACE    TOWER.    Treasurer. 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  August  19th,  1916. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles  Tower7,  Greeting:  We,  the  Undersigned  Officers 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  take  pleasure 
on  the  occasion  of  your  Golden  Wedding,  May  22,  19 1G,  in  extending  to  you 
in  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Society  earnest  congratulations,  and  in  express- 
ing the  fervent  hope  that  the  same  All  Wise  Creator,  who  has  given  you 
so  many  years  of  happy,  joyous  life,  may  also  extend  His  blessings,  and  give  you 
many  more  years  of  health,  peace  and  prosperity,  and  crown  your  lives  with  a 
blessed  immortality. 

GEORGE    WARREN    TOWER.    President. 
[SEAL)  FRANCIS    LEON    TOWER,    Recording    Secretary. 

WALTER    LAMONT   TOWER,    Corresponding   Secretary. 


O 


ESSAY     ON     PREPAREDNESS 
By  John  Ibrook  Tower,   (io),    cf   Hingham,    Massachusetts 

Member  No.  41,  age  17  years. 
OHN  TOWER'  believed  in  preparedness.  Militarism  should  be  guarded 
against  by  preparedness,  and,  with  this  in  view,  I  like  to  compare  "Uncle 
Sam"  with  John  Tower,  as  the  former  was  surrounded  by  hostile  neigh- 
bors, and  so  was  the  home  of  our  honored  ancestor.  He  protected  his 
home  with  a  palisade  around  it,  and  showed  his  fearlessness  of  the  In- 
dians in  the  King  Philip  War.  He  was  called  upon  to  act  as  arbiter  with  the 
Indians.  The  United  States  of  America  should  be  well  prepared  against  inva- 
sion. John  Tower  was  so  well  prepared  to  protect  himself  and  fanvly  that  the 
Indians  were  afraid  to  attack  them;  and  so  they  lived  in  peace.  If  they  had 
been  unprepared  the  Indians  would  probably  have  made  relentless  war  on  the 
Tower  homestead,  burned  the  house  and  forced  its  occupants  to  take  refuge  in 
the  stockade.     He  petitioned  the  Colonial  authorities  as  follows: 

•'March  10,  1G75-7G.  John  Tower,  Sen.,  of  Hingham,  is  bold  to  inform  your 
Honors  that  he  hath  at  his  own  proper  charge  fortified  his  house,  and  to  beg 
your  favor  that  his  four  sons  and  one  or  two  other  persons  more,  that  he  may 
hire  at  his  own  cost,  may  be  allowed  him  for  the  garrisoning  his  house,  and 
may  not  be  called  off  by  the  committee  of  the  town  for  to  come  into  any  other 
[*Copy  has  been  engrossed  and  duly  sent  as  directed.] 
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garrison,  my  sons  having  deserted  their  own  dwellings  and  brought  their  goods 
into  my  fortification.  1  shall  then  acknowledge  your  Honor's  favor  herein,  and 
be  thereby  further  obliged  to  pray  for  a  blessing  on  your  councils." 

Ibrook  Tower,  one  of  his  sons,  lived  very  near  his  father,  and  together  with 
his  brothers,  John  Jr.,  Jeremiah  and  Benjamin,  made  up  the  leaders  of  the 
garrison.  John1  was  not  only  a  brave  man,  but  a  man  of  diplomacy  as  well, 
haying  a  great  deal  of  influence  with  the  Indians.  There  is  a  tradition  that 
even  during  the  war,  while  the  Indians  were  lurking  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home, 
they  permitted  him  to  take  water  from  the  river  nearby  without  molestation. 
On  the  19th  day  of  April,  1676,  the  inhabitants  of  Hingham  were  thrown  into 
a  panic  by  the  appearance  of  the  Indians,  and  history  says  that  "Sturdy  John 
Tower  and  his  sons  and  one  or  two  more  persons,"  as  his  petition  reads,  "were 
seen  holding  his  little  fort  and  covering  a  long  stretch  of  the  river  section  and 
the  homes  of  his  neighbors  with  his  muskets,  while  he  checked  the  panic  with 
his  plain,  strong  words." 

If  the  old  adage  is  true,  "Actions  speak  louder  than  words."  This,  to  my 
mind,  is  preparedness.  jujy  3>  j9ig# 
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(Adjourned  Seventh  Annual    Meeting,     1916.) 

89  Sheridan  Avenue,  Medford,  Mass.,  December  30,  1916. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Greeting:  This  report  covers  the  most  pertinent  points  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  annual  meeting  which  was  held  on  July  3,  1916. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting,  which  was  to  have  been  held  at  791  East 
Fourth  Street,  South  Boston,  Mass.,  on  November  19,  1916,  at  5  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  declared  adjourned  at  that  time  by  the  President,  for  lack  of  a 
quorum,  convened  in  a  tent  erected  on  the  iawn  at  the  Old  Tower  Homestead, 
Soutli  Hingham,  Mass.,  on  Monday,  July  3,  1916. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1.15  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  President 
George  Warren  Tower'J  presiding. 

Mr.  Fred  Lyman  Tower,6  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Member  No.  104,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  as  Acting  Secretary  of  the  meeting,  and  he  duly 
accepted. 

There  were  present  at  the  meeting  more  than  fifty  descendants  of  John 
Tower1,  a  large  number  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Society,  and  whose 
attendance  constituted  more  than  enough  for  quorum. 

The  roll  call  was  waived  as  usual. 

All  official  minutes  of  proceedings  of  previous  meetings  were  approved. 

Reports  of  officers  were  approved  as  follows: 

The   President's   Report*  was   accepted. 

It  was  voted  to  accept  the  Recording  Secretary's  Report  dated  Medford, 
Mass..  December  31,  1915,  but  the  recommendation  of  granting  life  member- 
ships to  the  Executive  Board  was  referred  to  the  Society  at  some  future  meet- 
ing for  final  adjustment,  and  the  remaining  recommendations  were  left  to  the 
incoming  Executive  Board. 

It  was  further  voted  that  the  Recording  Secretary's  Preliminary  Report 
dated  Medford,  Mass.,  July  1,  1916,  be  accepted. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary's  Reports,  dated  Dalton,  Mass.,  November  17, 
1915,  and  June  26,  1916,  respectively,  were  then  read  and  approved. 

It  was  further  voted  that  the  recommendation  in  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary's Report,  dated  Dalton,  Mass.,  June  26,  1916,  with  reference  to  a  fixed  date 
for  reports  by  officers  of  the  Society  for  each  fiscal  year  be  approved,  and  that 
the  date  of  reports  be  fixed  as  December  31st. 

[♦Report  by  the  President,  page  7.) 
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The  Treasurer's  Reports,  dated  200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  January  1, 
1915,  November  1,  1915,  January  1,  1910,  and  June  20,  1910,  respectively,  wen- 
approved  subject  to  auditing.? 

No  reports  were  offered  by  the  committees. 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

It  was  voted  to  accept  the  Recording  Secretary's  Sixth  Annual  Notice, 
dated  Medford,  .Mass.,  October  IS,  1915,  recorded  in  Volume  I,  Official  Minutes, 
pages  218,  219  and  220. 

The  officers   for  the   year  1916,  or  until   their  successors  are   elected  and 
qualify,  are  those  named  on  page  three  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Annual  Re- 
ports, Volume  II,  Number  1. 
(See  this  Report.) 

NEW  BUSINESS 

The  following  resolution  was  offered: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  by-laws  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  be  amend- 
ed by  adding  an  article  to  the  by-laws  numbered  ARTICLE  X,  Section  1,  as 
follows : 


ARTICLE  X 
Honorary  Vice-President. 
Section  1,  Honorary  Vice-Presidents: — In  addition  to  the  officers  of  the 
Society  as  heretofore  stated  in  the  by-laws,  there  shall  be  elected  at  each 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  three  to  eight  honorary  vice-presidents  who  shall 
serve  for  one  year,  or  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualify,  and  who 
shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the  Executive  Board 
or  the  Society.  They  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  notice  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Board,  and  such  honorary  vice-presidents  as  attend  the  meetings 
of  said  Executive  Board  shall  be  entitled  to  participate  therein,  but  their  num- 
ber shall  not  be  computed  in  determining  the  number  of  the  Executive  Board, 
a  majority  of  which  constitutes  a  quorum,  or  in  other  words,  a  quorum  shall 
consist  of  a  majority  of  said  Executive  Board  as  heretofore  constituted,  regard- 
less of  the  number  of  honorary  vice-presidents  who  may  or  may  not  attend. 
It  was  voted  that  the  foregoing  resolution  offered  providing  an  amendment 
to  the  by-laws  by  adding  ARTICLE  X,  Section  1,  be  adopted. 

The   amendment   was   then   declared   adopted   by   a   unanimous   vote   of  all 
present  and  voting. 

The  following  members  were  nominated  and  elected  Honorary  Vice-Presi- 
dents: 

*Mr.  Peter  Tower8,  of  Belmont,  Maine. 
Mr.  William  John  Ross',  of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  George  Daniel  Tower',  of  Mendota,  Illinois. 
Mrs.  Lettie  May  Harper10,  of  Litchfield,  Michigan. 
Major  John  Tower  Morrisoir.  of  Berkeley,  California. 
Reverend  Frederick  Julius  Tower1',  of  Albany,  New  York. 
Mr.  Edwin  Welch  Burclr',  of  Rockwell  Ciiy,  Iowa. 
Miss  Donna  Stone'",  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  election  of  the  foregoing  Honorary  Vice-Presidents  was  unanimous  and 
so  declared. 

RESOLUTIONS  were  offered  as  follows: 

RESOLVED,  that  the  heartfelt   thanks  of  the  members  be  extended  to  Mr. 
IvAmlitor's    Reports,    page;*   II    ami    16.] 
r:;Sic  Mi'.  Tower's  photograph  mi   page  i'."..  | 
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and  .Mrs.  George  Warren  Tower  in  appreciation  of  the  interest  which  they  have 
bad  in  the   Tower  descendants  at  these  reunions;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Society  place  on  record  its  full  sense  of  gratitude 
and  obligation  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tower  and   Family. 

Amid  cheering  and  hand-clapping,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted  and  so  declared. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  the  meeting,  it  was  moved. 

seconded   and    voted   to  adjourn.     The  meeting  then  adjourned   sine  die  at    2.10 

P.  M. 

Respectfully    :  ubmit  t  cd. 


dk 


Recording  Secretary. 


ETER     TOWER8      OF     liEl  UONT,     MAINE. 


Mr.  Tower  was  born  April  24.  lSlli,  and  having  passed  the  century  mark, 
is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being  known  as  the  oldest  living  member  of  the 
Society.      He    was    in    his    ninety-fifth    year    when    the    photograph   was    taken. 
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TESTIMONIAL 

On  October  G,  1916,  the  following  Testimonial  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Executive  Board. 

Whereas,  Our  respected  Ex-President  and  valued  friend,  George  Warren 
Tower  (Ninth  Generation),  has,  by  his  energy  and  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  which  he  was 
instrumental  in  founding,  and  by  his  successful  effort  to  provide  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  proper  memorial  to  our  ancestors,  John  Tower1,  and  Margaret  Ibrook, 
his  wife,  won  the  deep  regard  of  our  members;    be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Society,  do  hereby  express  our 
abiding  appreciation  of  the  services  which  he  has  rendered  us  during  the  years 
of  his  Presidency,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  Testimonial  be  engrossed  and  presented  to 
Mr.  Tower. 

.TAMES    WALLACE    TOWER,    President. 
DANIEL    NTOHOLS    'POWER.    Vice-President. 
FRANCIS    LEON    TOWER,    Recording    Secretary. 

CALL  VERNON   TOWER.    Assistant    Recording    Secretary. 
(SEAL)  WALTER    LAMONT    TOWER,    Corresponding    Secretary. 

OLIVER    TOWER.   Treasurer. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

JOHN   HENRY   TOWER 
FLORENCE    ESTELLE    TOWER 

[Testimonial   has   been  engrossed  and   duly   sent   to  Mr.   Tower.] 


IT  CAN  BE  DONE 

Somebody  said  that  it  couldn't  be  dene, 

But  he  with  a  chuckle  replied 

That  maybe  it  couldn't,  but  he  would  be  one 

Who  wouldn't   say  no  till  he  tried. 

So  he  buckled  right  in  with  a  trace  of  a  grin 

On  his  face.     If  he  worried  he  hid  it. 

He  started  to  sing  as  he  tackled  the  thing 

That  couldn't  be  done  — and  he  did  it. 

Somebody  scoffed,  "  O  you'll  never  do  that  — 

At  least  no  one  ever  has  done  it." 

But  he  took  off  his  coat,  and  he  took  off  his  hat, 

And  the  first  we  knew  he'd  begun  it; 

With  the  lift  of  his  chin  and  a  bit   of  a  grin, 

Without  any  doubting  or  quiddit; 

He  started  to  sing  as  he  tackled  the  thing 

That  couldn't  be  done  —  and  he  did  it. 

There  are  thousands  to  tell  you  it  cannot  be  done ; 

There  are  thousands  to  prophesy  failure; 

There  are  thousands  to  point  out  to  you,  one  by  one, 

The   dangers   that   wait   to   assail    you, 

But  just  buckle  in  with  a  bit  of  a  grin. 

Then  take  off  your  coat    and  go  to  it; 

Just  start  in  to  sing  as  you  tackle  the  thing 

That  "cannot  be  done"  —  and  you'll  do  it. 

—EDGAR    A.   GUEST. 


NOT    UNDERSTOOD 

(Thomas  Bracken) 

Not  understood!  We  move  along  asunder, 
Our  paths  grow  wider  as  the  seasons  creep 

Along  the  years;  we  marvel  and  we  wonder 
Why  life  is  life;  and  then  we  fall  asleep, 
Not    understood. 

Not  understood.     We  gather  false  impressions, 
And  hug  them  closer  as  the  years  go  by, 

Till  virtues  often  seem  to  us  transgressions — 

And  thus  men  rise  and  fall,  and  live  .and  die, 
Not   understood. 

Not  understood.     Poor  souls  with  stunted  visions 
Oft  measure  giants  by  their  narrow  gauge. 

The  poisoned  shafts  of  falsehood  and  derision 

Are  oft  impelled  'gainst  those  who  mold  the  age, 
Not  understood. 

Not  understood!     The  secret  springs  of  action 
Which  lie  heneath  the  surface  of  the  show 

Are  disregarded;    with  self-satisfaction 

We  judge  our  neighhors,  and  they  often  go, 
Not  understood. 

Not  understood!     How  trifles  often  change  us! 

The  thoughtless  sentence  or  the  fancied  slight 
Destroys  long  years  of  friendship,   and   estrange   us, 

And  on  our  souls  there  falls  a  freezing  hlight! 
Not  understood. 

Not  understood!    How  many  hreasts  are  aching 
For  lack  of  sympathy!    Ah,  day  by  day, 

How  many  careless,  lonely  hearts  are  hreaking! 
Howr  many  nohle  spirits  pass  away, 
Not  understood. 


Below  we  print  a  list  of  ten  Towers  who  were  horn  in  Massachusetts  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  War  and  of  whose  descendants  no  record  has  heen  found. 
By  the  name  of  Tower, 

Johm,  born  IS  June,  1682. 
Nehemiah1,  born  4  Nov.,  1865. 
Enoch4,  horn  3  Dec,  1724. 
Obadiah4,  born  31  Mar.  1702. 
Elijah,  «*,  born  6  Feb.,  1729-30. 
Jesse4,  born  1  Dec,  1745. 
James4,  born  30  June,  1733. 
Joshua4,  born  26  Mar.,  1760. 
Ezra4,  born  7  Oct.,  1769. 
Abner4,  born  —  Oct.,  1749. 
There  is  strong  tradition  that  James,  Joshua  and  Ezra  of  the  above  named 
removed  to  the  state  of  New  York.     Ezra  probably  settled  in  Montgomery  Co. 
James  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars  and  was  with  Col.  Carpenter  at 
Lake  George  in  1755. 

Your  historian  has  located  numerous  families  of  Towers  in  the  V.  S.  who 
can  trace  their  ancestry  but  a  few  generations.  It  is  our  belief  that  some  of 
these  families  may  be  connected  with  these  lost  branches  of  the  John1  Tower  tree. 
Information  concerning  any  of  these  lines  is  earnestly  desired  by  the 
officers  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society.  Please  address  all  communications 
to  Walter  L.  Tower,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Lock  Box  102,  Dalton,  Mass. 
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The  following  genealogical  Information  recently  noted  relative  to  descend' 
ants  of  John1  on  the  Benjamin3  line,  may  be  of  tin  usual  Interest  to  our  readers. 

FAMILY 

of 

Reuben11  and  Rebecca  Tower 

of 

Hingham,  Massachusetts 

Reuben"  age  attained  86  years.       Rebecca,  wife  of  Reuben",  81  years. 

attained   the  age  of  ->2  years 
74 

60 

..      ..  79 


I. 
[I. 

Reuben7 
Rebecca7 

fii. 

Betsey    Ann7 

IV. 

Caroline7 

v. 

William    Sewall7 

VI. 

John    Brooks7 

VII. 

Andrew7 

VI II. 

•lames    Grenville 

[X. 

Henry    Thomas7 

X. 

*tteorge   Franklin' 

XI. 

Charles   Stewart7 

XII. 

Charles    Stewart7 

XIII. 

Adeline7 

XIV. 

Hannah   Jacob1 

(  In  fan  I  ) 


Til 
929 


-NOW    L IV IXC 


Fourteen  persons  averaging-  (it!  5/14  years,  or  71  6/13  years  lor  thirteen 
who  lived   to  maturity. 

The  average  age  of  many  smaller  families  of  children  is  more  than  three 
score  years  and  ten,  but  longevity,  however,  like  that  of  the  family  of  Reuben'5 
is  of  interest. 

"Mr.    Andrew    Tower7,    late   of    Somerville,    Mass.,    was    a   very    enthusiastic 
member  of  the  Society.     He  passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six. 
[See  obituary  notices,  p;ige  28.] 


A  TOAST  TO  MY  ANCESTOR. 

By    Clinton    Scollard. 

This  the  verdict  I  would  render  from  his  picture  on  the  wall;  — 
I  should  say  that  he  was  slender,  should  aver  that  he  was  tall. 

And  he  wore  a  fancy  frock-tail  in  a  manner  that  was  fine, 

Tho  he  never  quaffed  a  cocktail,  this  blithe  ANCESTOR  of  mine! 

Eyes  wherein  there  lurked  elateness,  merry  mouth  that  loved  a  jest: 
No  suggstion  of  sedateness  in  the  ruffles  on  his  breast. 

He'd  a  figure  most  entrancing  to  the  maidens,  I  opine; 

Buckled  shoes  well  shaped  for  dancing  had  this  ANCESTOR  of  mine! 

Doubtless  something  of  a  dandy,  likewise  something  of  a  beau; 

Knowing  well  the  AMS  AMAXDI  in  the  faded  long-ago; 
Yet  for  all  his  careless  seeming,    he  was  given,   1  devine, 
More  to  deeds  than  merely  dreaming  this  blithe  ANCESTOR  of  mine! 

And  in  the  days  of  stress  and  passion  he  was  plain  AMERICAN'. 

For  to  be  the  mold  of  fashion  may  not,  soothly,  mar  a  man; 
To  the  land  he  loved  the  most,  to  this  he  niedued  his  blood  as  wine, 

So  1  drink  a  silent  toast  to  this  blithe  ANCESTOR  of  mine! 


Frequently  genealogy  has  been  pursued  and  characterized  as  "a  mere 
fad,"  but  it  may  he  made  as  an  appreciative  writer  has  said,  "a  science  of  the 
utmost  utility."  For,  regarding  the  principles  of  hereditary  descent,  "by  which 
the  characteristics  of  races  are  preserved,"  "genealogy  alone  can  supply  the 
facts  for  such  investigation."  At  the  least  it  may  contribute  in  ways  hitherto 
little  suspected  or  attemped  to  problems  which  each  year  are  of  growing  impor- 
tance to  us  all. 


ts'  NOTE — We  refer  you  to  the  circular  in  this  report.  Please  read  it  carefully, 
answer  the  questions  in  good  faith  and  mail  to  .Mr.  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  His- 
torian, Lock  Box-  102    Dalton,  Mass. 


REGISTRATION 

at  the  Sixth  Reunion  July  3,  1916. 

The  following  names  appear  on  the  register  at  the  Old  Homestead.  Mem- 
bers of  the.  Tower  Genealogical  Society  are  indicated  by  an  asterisk  (*».  When 
state  is  omitted  Mass.  is  understood. 

By  the  name  of  Tower: 

*  Alice    Catharine.    South     Boston.  IMsl.ee.    Alma    1',.,    St oughton, 

Cortland    Frederick,    Pittslield.  Campbell,    Gertrude.    South    Hingham     Guest 
Charles    Henry.    Mrs..    New    Koehelle.    X.    V.   :>    Carpenter,    Mrs.    Nellie    Mae,    Manila  11  town     low 

Charles    Lendal,    Mrs.    Rverett.  Clark,    Mrs.    Elizabeth    Maria.    Rockland 

*  Charles    Wesley.    Springfield.  Clark,    Jennette.    Rockland. 

*  Charles  Wesley.  Mrs..  Springfield.  Corthell,  Ftlie  11..  Gingham. 
Edward  Clarence,  Mrs..  Cohasset.  Corthell.  Helen  A..  Hingham. 
Elisha    Horton      Lexington.  Drew,    Myrtle    F..    North    Hanover. 

Elisha    Horton.    Mrs..    Lexington.  *  Gardner.    Katie   Gertrude.    South    Gingham. 
Emma    Savona,    Manchester.    N.    II.  Heald,    Mrs.    Frank    .)..    Somerville.    Guest. 

Frank    Goodnow,    Kingston.    I*a.  Heald,    Paula    D..    Somerville.    Guest. 

*  Frank   Warren.   Springfield.  Hoi, art.    F.    Gertrude.    Hingham. 

*  Fred   Lyman.   Pittslield.  Hobert,    Lizzie   'I'..    Ilingham. 

Fred    Lyman.    Mrs..    Pittsfield.  Hughes.    Mrs.    Bertha    Marion.    Boston. 

*  George    Warren,    South    Boston.  Hughes.     Lester    Warren.    Boston. 

*  George   Warren.    Mrs..    South   Boston.  *   King,    Mrs.    Flla    Marion.    Waverlv. 

*  Gilbert     .Tudson.    Shell. urne     rails.  *    Kin-.    Marguerite    Stone.    Waverlv. 

*  John    Ibrook,    South    Boston.  ;    Lantfley,  Mrs.  Flmira  AYuipple.   Providence.   P.  I. 
Lendal    Pratt.   Mrs..    Sterling   Junction  Lee    Mary    L..    North    Scituate. 

*  Oliver,    Hingham    Center.  Longfellow,   Mrs.   Marion,   Blookline,   Gue>t. 

*  Wesson     Sylvester,     Holbrook.  Mead.     Lucia     Ames.     Boston,     Guest. 
Other    than    Tower;  Mulliken,    Albion    Lester,    Somerville. 

Articary.    Anthony    F..    Somerville.  *   Mulliken.    Mrs.    Elizabeth    Ann     Somerville. 

*  Articary.  Mrs.  Fannv  Geraldine,  Somerville.        Smith,    Rev.  George  Alexander.   Boston,   Guest. 

*  Bartlett.    Lucius    Warren.    Windsor.    Conn.        Smith.    Mrs.    George    Alexander,    Boston,    Guest. 
Bates,    Cora    F.,    Cohasset.  *   Sprague,    Mrs.    Bela    Tower.    Hingham. 

*  Bates,    Florence   Nightingale,   Cohasset.  *  Sprague,    Grace    Eliot     Winthrop,    Hingham. 

*  Bates.    Martha    Anna.    Cohasset.  *  Stoddard,   Mrs.    Emma    .lane.    Braintree. 

*  Bates.   Marv   Gertrude.    Cohasset.  Stodder.   Elizabeth.   Hingham. 
Bellows,  Mrs.   John   (>..   Mauville.    It.   1.  •  Suhanek.    Mrs.    Krmiua    Dury,    Holyoke. 
Bellows.    Carrie    Maria,    Mauville.    R.    !. 

Some  other  Tower  descendants  registering  at  the  Old   Homestead  during  the  season: 
Ralph  Solon  Tower.  Washington,  D.  C.  Caughey,  Mrs.  Mary  Tower,  Sewiekley,  Pa. 

Ralph  Solon  Tower,  Mrs..  Washington.  1  >.  C        Caughey,    Mary    Laysley.    Sewiekley.    Fa. 
.    Abbott,    Clara.    Somerville.  Farrell,   Jennie   E..    Dorchester. 

Ball.    Mrs.   Marv    A.,    South    Boston.  Finnegan.    Margaret    L..    Chicago,    111. 

Campbell,    Marv    S.,    South    Boston.  Perkins.    Grace    M.,    Wollaston. 

Thayer.     FUa    II.,    Orange. 

*~r> f  NOTE — There   were   present    at    the    meeting    and     reunion     members    and 
friends  who  tailed  to  register. 
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Miss  Julie  Annettie  Shaw*  of  Curamington,  Mass.,  died  July 

10,  1916. 
Mrs.    Mary   Adelaide    (Tower)    Pierce'    of    Chicopee,     Mass., 

died    December  26,  1914. 
Francis  Emory  Tower7,  D.D.,  of  Auburn,  R.  I.,  died  February 

13,  1916. 
Isaac  Lewis  Towers  of  Greenville,  Mich.,  died  May  14,  1915. 
Daniel  Lothrop  Tower5  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  died  May  6,  1916. 
Mrs.    Xancy  Abigail    (Tower)    Phelps7   of   Wahoo,    Xeb.,   died 

July  23,  1915. 
Henry    Alonzo     Silver7    of    Boston    (Roxbury),    Mass.,    died 

July  8,  1915. 
Andrew  Tower7  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  died  July  11,  1916. 
Julius  Towers  of  Laurel,  Xeb.,  died  January  21,  1913. 
Major  Morton  Tower7  of    Empire,  Ore .    died    Xovember    30, 

1914. 

Mrs.   Sarah  Griswold    (Wood)    Harrington8  of  Xiagara  Falls, 

X.  Y.,  died  December  1,  1915. 
Mrs.   Martha  Tower    (Stoddard)    Bates7    of    Cohasset,    Mass., 

died  January  23,  1915. 
Frank  Howard  LePard8  of  Hartford    Conn.,  died  February  8, 

1916. 
Miss  Julia  Adeline  Bird'J  of  Milford,  Mich.,  died   September 

17,  1915. 


Issued  this  30th  day  of  December,  1916,  by  order  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical   Society,   Inc. 
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THE  GENEALOGICAL  "CROWD" 

By  CAUL  VERNON  TOWER,  A.M.,  Ph.D., 

Professor  of  Philosophy  at  UrsinuB  College,  Collegerille,  Pa. 

IT  IS,  I  believe,  one  of  the  privileges  of  our  family  society  that  we  may 
respond  in  our  own  way  to  the  call  for  an  interchange  of  ideas  con- 
cerning its  interests  and,  without  inviting  the  suspicion  of  egotism,  I 
trust,  say  most  directly  what  we  have  to  say  to  one  another,  be  that 
more  or  less,  of  much  or  of  little  account,  which  tumbles  from  the  mind, 
as  friend  talking  with  friend. 

In  the  enjoyment  of  this  privilege  let  me  first  say  that  the  events  of  the 
passing  years,  fraught  as  they  are  with  tremendous  meaning  for  the  world  at 
large,  are  not  without  their  significance  for  those  small  groups  of  persons,  busied, 
as  their  detractors  would  say,  with  the  mere  riding  of  a  "hobby,"  to  wit,  gene- 
alogy. It  is.  indeed,  a  far  cry  from  thoughts  of  the  battle-fields  of  Europe  and 
the  fall  of  empires  to  the  concerns  of  a  few  hundred  people,  interested  in  the 
aforesaid  hobby.  But  the  connection  was  probably  made  by  us  all  many  a  time 
during  the  past  four  years,  particularly  after  America  entered  the  war.  We 
became  aware  of  it  by  the  disgust  we  felt,  the  feeling  of  utter  revulsion,  when 
Germany,  powerful  and  unscrupulous,  invaded  the  territory  of  little  Belgium 
and  cruelly  oppressed  that  weaker  neighbor.  "These  Huns,"  we  said  to  our- 
selves, "are  not  of  'our  crowd.'  "  The  difference  was  not  merely  one  of  race  or 
of  language;  much  more  was  it  one  of  traditions  and  ideals  and  of  the  char- 
acter that  is  molded  by  them. 

How  different  was  the  thrill,  not  of  horror,  but  of  friendship  and  kinship 
that  we  experienced  when,  England,  twice  our  foe,  yet  the  mother  of  us  all, 
entered  the  lists,  ill-equipped,  unprepared,  to  fight  courageously  for  France  and 
for  those  ideals  of  freedom  and  democracy  for  which,  with  all  the  wavering  and 
unrighteousness  that  may  be  found  in  her  past,  Old  England  has  virtually  stood 
and  bequeathed  to  America  as  a  priceless  inheritance  through  the  forefathers  of 
those  who  traced  their  descent  from  New  England  ancestry. 

1  have  faith  to  believe  that  we  Towers  were  not  long  in  picking  "our  crowd," 
and  in  recognizing  on  which  side  in  this  world-conflict  of  ideals  our  own  rightfully 
belonged.  Good  Americans  though  we  ought  to  have  been  without  it,  I  even 
believe  that  our  T.  (!.  S.  assisted  not  a  little  in  speeding  our  decision.  I  know 
that  it  was  so  when  at  last  America  entered  the  war  and  the  casualty  lists  began 
to  appear.  Those  first  names! — John  Ibrook  Tower! — Roy  L.  Tower!  Not  with 
sorrow  only  but  with  deepest  pride  we  read  them — witnesses  to  the  fact  that  there 
in  the  trenches  of  France  were  members  of  our  own  more  intimate  Tower  crowd, 
fighting  for  those  spiritual  possessions  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  which  our  con- 
nection with  the  T.  Ci.  S.  has  certainly  helped  to  define  more  clearly  for  us  all. 
But  for  that  knowledge  which  chance  throws  in  our  way,  these  names,  invested 
by  the  T.  (1.  S.  with  meaning,  would  have  suggested  to  us  only  a  curious  identity 
of  sound  and  word-formation  with  our  own  name.  "Tower!  Wonder  if  he's 
any  connection,"  we  should  have  said  incuriously  and  passed  on. 

And  so  1  come  to  my  theme,  which  concerns  crowds  and,  in  particular, 
genealogical  crowds  and  their  influence.  It  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  as  great  as  it 
might  be.     This  defines  my  theme. 

What  is  a  crowd?  The  modern  social  psychologist  means  by  the  term  simply 
any  group  of  persons,  large  or  small,  whose  members  are  physically  in  contact 
(as  in  a  street  crowd  or  mob),  or  widely  separated  geographically,  from  a  jury, 
or  card  club,  or  lodge  to  a  Masonic  order,  or  church,  or  nation,  and  whose  com- 
ponent units  are  united  loosely  or  firmly  by  a  common  bond  of  sentiments,  ideas, 
or  purposes,  the  last  imparting  a  higher  form  of  coherence. 

Needless  to  say,  the  agencies  in  crowd  formation  are  numberless:  the 
newspaper,  the  magazine,  the  revival  meeting,  the  reunion,  the  slyly  whispered 
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word  of  social  discontent  or  of  German  propaganda,  but  better  for  the  responsi- 
bilities which  they  entail,  the  pledge,  the  oath  of  allegiance,  the  certificate  of 
membership  in  a  chartered  Organization.  All  these  and  many  other  things  are 
crowd-formers. 

All  of  us  belong  to  a  dozen,  twenty,  a  hundred  of  these  different,  and  many 
of  them  unnamed,  crowds.  In  all  of  them  each  of  us  acts  a  somewhat  different 
part  and  character  according  to  the  crowd  with  which  he  happens  to  be  thinking 
or  acting.  Each  of  us  is  in  large  part  —  1  dare  not  say  to  what  extent — the  re- 
sultant of  the  different  and  often  conflicting,  never-resting,  crowd-forces  acting 
upon  him. 

The  prediction  of  a  French  psychologist  has  been  fulfilled.  The  era  of  crowds 
has  come.  Moreover,  it  is  the  age  of  organized  crowds.  Crowds  innumerable 
are  being  organized  for  industry,  for  war,  for  peace,  for  good,  for  ill.  Individuals 
indeed,  count  for  much,  but  just  now  crowds  count  for  more.  Xo  one  considers 
himself  a  decent  member  of  society  unless  he  can  claim  affiliation  with  from  one. 
to  a  dozen  clubs  or  associations,  great  or  small.  These  are  the  only  channels 
through  which  the  individual  may  to-day  express  himself,  or  avoid  being  an 
utter  nonentity.  The  "struggle  for  existence"  is  no  longer  a  struggle  or  com- 
petition of  individuals  with  individuals;  it  is  a  struggle  of  crowds  with  crowds. 
Some  of  these  crowds  are  in  the  right;  others  are  in  the  wrong,  using  crowd- 
forming,  crowd-swelling  influences  for  the  disintegration  of  human  society. 

Of  the  latter  sort  has  been,  as  we  know,  the  character  of  the  German  Crowd 
in  our  American  life.  One  of  the  great,  outstanding  lessons  of  this  war  which  we 
should  learn  from  the  methods  of  our  enemies — yes,  still  our  enemies,  until  their 
propagandas  have  been  forever  stilled — in  fair  exchange  for  the  ideas,  science-, 
invention,  which  they  have  unscrupulously  appropriated  and  stolen  from  our- 
selves and  other  nations,  is  the  fact  that  no  influences,  of  whatever  description,  are 
too  small  to  he  of  vital  sia/iijicaiicc  in  the  carrying  out  of  large  purposes,  if  these 
influences  arc  but  skilfully  managed  for  crowd-formation  by  organize1  effort.  They 
knew — those  Germans — the  power  of  the  crowd.  The)-  knew  the  power  that 
lies  in  organization. 

All  this  is  capable  of  varied  application  to  ourselves.  For  we  have  a  little 
organization  of  our  own— none  better  of  its  kind,   I  believe. 

Hut  wrong  applications  are  easy.  We  need  not  transform  ourselves  into  a 
political  debating  society,  or  an  association  for  the  dissemination  of  this  or  of  that 
propaganda,  or  a  civic  improvement  club  with  branches  wherever  there  are 
T.  G.  S.  members,  or  be  anything  but  a  steady-going  Tower  Genealogical  Society. 
I  harbor  no  pan-genealogical  scheme  of  that  sort.  I  only  mean  that  from  the 
nature  of  our  genealogical  interests,  the  character  of  the  investigations  necessary 
to  satisfy  them,  and  the  fact  of  our  outward  organization  and  incorporation  as  a 
society,  we — and  this  applies  to  similar  societies — are  a  potentially  useful  crowd. 
We  possess  the  materials  and  the  machinery  for  exerting  a  small,  yet  effective, 
crowd  influence,  while  remaining  with  dignity  quite  within  the  field  of  our  own 
avowed  purposes  as  a  society,  provided  we  do  but  allow  these  purposes  to  expand 
a  little,  as  they  should  in  a  normal  way;  provided  we  seek  frequently  to  make 
contact  between  our  own  interests  and  those  of  the  other  crowds  to  which  we — 
and  prospective  members,  be  it  said — belong:  the  political  crowd,  the  scientific- 
crowd,  the  civic  crowd,  the  patriotic  crowd,  the  sociological  crowd;  for  into  all 
these  and  more  genealogy  leads  easily  and  naturally  for  the  satisfaction  of  its 
deeper  interests. 

We  cannot  disguise  it  from  ourselves.  There  are  ill-informed  and  ill-mannered 
people — many  of  them,  I  fear — who  laugh  at  genealogy  as  something  wholly  use- 
less and  remote  from  real  human  interests.  They  have  probably  read  their 
definition  of  it  from  the  Britannica.  "At  present,"  says  that  repository  of  the 
lore  of  ages,  "if  we  understand  by  a  genealogy  a  tabulated  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
an  exhaustive  statement  of  all  the  ramifications  of  a  series  of  human  generations, 
and  by  genealogical  science  that  branch  of  history  which  aims  at  securing  fulness 
and  accuracy  in  the  accounts  men  give  of  the  antecedents  of  families  which  have 
attained  to  distinction,  the  modern  genealogist  cannot  but  be  conscious  that  he 
occupies  a  comparatively  narrow  field,  and  one  from  which  the  larger  interests  of 
mankind  are   daily  further  receding." 

This  is  flattering  to  the  "modern  genealogist,"  but  the  fact,  thus  elaborately 
and  painfully  stated  by  the  Britannica,  is  still  a  fact.    Hark  to  the  lock-step  tramp 
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of  kiiif^s  and  kinglets;  witness  the  disposal  of  nouns  and  coronets  upon  the 
scrap-heap,  the  leveling  tendencies  of  the  present.  Small  blame  to  those  who 
will  have  mine  of  Genealogy  as  defined  by  the  Britannica!  A  mere  catalogue  of 
names  and  an  occasional  attack  of  vertigo  when  one  turns  up  with  an  affixed 
K.  ('.  B.  or  a  prefixed  "Sir!"  The  genealogists  of  the  past,  influenced  by  '  I"' 
infirm  and  decadent  spirit  of  monarchy,  with  the  innumerable  gnulations  per- 
taining to  that  passing  system,  have  bequeathed  to  us  this  paralytic  notion  of 
genealogy,  winch  only  induces  a  snobbishness  that  amazes  tin-  uninitiated  and 
a  disposition  toward  untruth  that  is  ;i  foe  of  human  interest.  "If  one  stops  at 
the  right  place  in  genealogy,  a  creditable  ancestry  is  always  obtained." 

But  genealogy  is  a  nobler 'thing.  Its  justification  we  may  find  in  the  words 
of  ICdmuud  Burke:  "People  will  not  look  forward  to  posterity  who  never  look 
backward  to  their  ancestors."  Genealogy  reinstates  for  our  benefit  the  past 
out  of  which  we  have  come  thai  it  may  function  helpfully  for  future  generations 
m  our  own  lives. 

"Pride  of  race,  of  nationhood,  of  citizenship  these,"  says  Sir  Martin 
( 'on way,  "are  emotions  which  no  one  will  undervalue,  or  consider  to  be  anything 
bul  a  precious  birthright  for  those  who  inherit  them.  They  are  what  the  indi- 
vidual inherits  from   the  crowd  into  which  he  happens  to  be  born It    i- 

a  notable  power  for  good."  Hut  there  is  another  inheritance  .  Through  the 
contending  current-  of  crowd-forces  and  crowd-traditions  amid  which  birth 
places  us  there  Hows  a  warmer  (anient,  an  influence  making  for  stability  of  life 
and  character,  and  it  comes  through  a  certain  personal  consciousness  of  linkage 
with  the  past,     lor  the  sake  of  this  we  study  genealogy. 

From  one  more  writer,  preeminent  in  his  held,  let  me  quote.  Says  Sir 
I'rancis  Gallon:  "The  principle  of  hereditary  descent  by  w  Inch  the  characteristics 
of  races  are  preserved,  is  a  fundamental  law  of  life;  and  the  investigation  of  its 
action,  limits  and  causes,  is  the  task  of  biological  science.  Genealogy  alone  can 
supply  the  facts  for  such  investigation."  Here,  then,  our  genealogical  interests 
bring  us  into  direct  touch  with  biology,  |>sycholOg}',  eugenics  -with  all  those 
sciences  which  investigate  the  problems  of  heredity,  not  alone  for  curiosity's 
sake,  but  for  the  betterment  of  human  conditions.  When  we  and  our  sister 
societies  have  realized  that  we  cannot  pursue  our  genealogical  way  unmindful 
of  the  drift  toward  the  merging  of  human  interests,  and  of  the  many  other  crowds 
to  which  we  all  belong,  we  shall  acquire  objects  t  hat  will  take  us  outside  ourselves 
and  give  us  internal  organization,  through  purpose,  to  match  our  excellent  out- 
ward one. 

Our  genealogical  societies  have  followed  with  much  pleasure  to  their  more 
interested  members,  but  with  small  hope  of  progress  amid  the  currents  of  modern 
life,  the  path  of  genealogical  investigation  and  the  way  of  social  entertainment. 
Between  these  interests  there  has  been  established,  thus  far.  no  real  connection 
such  as,  1  trust;  we  shall,  all  working  together,  provide  within  our  own  society. 
The  many,  to  whom  esoteric  interest  in  groping  amid  dusty  records  for  the  nth 
cousin  of  X  does  not  appeal  as  a  vital  one,  must  find  in  the  cabalistic  sign  of  five 
letters,  disposed  in  a  certain  order,  the  sole  reason  for  making  merry  on  line. 
vacation  days  with  "our  crowd,"  ami  not  wit  h  some  other  much  nearer  t  heir  homes 
Under  such  conditions  enthusiasm  for  genealogy  will  never  reach  the  boiling  point. 

Our  societies  are  "on  the  main  line"  which  leads  to  patriotic  and  socially 
effective  endeavor,  to  intelligent  interest  in  the  problems  of  heredity  and  ol 
human  betterment,  to  intelligent  action  in  view  of  the  perils  of  anarchism  ami 
unrest  which  threaten.  In  some  one  or  more  of  these  hundred  concerns  of  the 
present  we  are  ourselves  an  itutivLiluaU  interested.  Hut  a  true  croinl  con  sciolism's* 
our  genealogical  societies  seem  not  to  have.  Let  us  not  stand  in  the  way  of 
progress  and  from  a  narrow  sectarian  genealogical  interest  lie  swept  aside  with 
the  cry:  "Out  of  the  way  for  the  crowds  who  do  not  play  with  the  things  of  the 
past,  but  have  learned  how  to  use  them." 

That  Resolution,  which  was  passed  by  those  of  our  number  who  were  present 
at  t  he  last  reunion,  unanimously  pledging  us  to  uphold  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war,  was  in  the  right  direction.  But  a 
crowd  consciousness  cannot  be  formed  by  a  Resolution,  whose  effect  is  dependent 
upon  the  memories  and  continued  interest  of  the  individuals  composing  that 
crowd,  sitting  demobilized  in  their  homes.  It  is  only  action  for  t he  sake  of  objects, 
however  small,  that  are  outside  our  special  interests,  but  into  which  those  inter- 
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ests  naturally  lead,  that  will  supply  any  society  with  a  real  basis  for  healthy  growth 
and  furnish  reasons  that  will  be  genuinely  believed  for  urging  membership  within 
it.  If  the  society  wait  until  it  has  perfected  all  arrangements  for  the  doing  of  greai 
things,  it  will  find  itself  ere  long  out  of  the  running.  ( Jrowd  forces  arc  unrelenting. 
The  individual  has  sympathy  for  "hobbies."     Crowds  know  no  compassion. 

Precisely  what  those  objects  should  he  I  need  not  say.  Some  which  have 
appealed  to  me  I  have  suggested  in  the  past  through  the  medium  of  these  reports. 
It  is  more  important,  and  the  first  condition  of  acquiring  a  genuine  croim  con- 
sciousness that  we  discover  by  correspondence  and  by  effort  made  at  our  meetings 
what  our  sense  of  our  objective  interests  in  genealogy  really  are  as  distinguished 
from  our  subjective  or  professional  and  social  interests. 

Nor  should  we  neglect  any  means  at  hand  to  promote  this  end.  Mich  as,  for 
example,  to  accept  the  responsibility  as  individuals  of  being  present  ourselves 
and  of  effecting  our  participation  as  a  society  in  that  great  celebration,  to  be  held 
in  1920,  when  the  nation  will  gather  at  Plymouth,  that  historic  temple-town, 
dedicated  in  the  hearts  and  memories  of  us  all  to  those  heroic  pioneers  who  set 
themselves  courageously  against  the  despotic  political  and  religious  ideas  of  their 
day,  and,  to  implant  better  conceptions  of  man  in  a  New  World,  won  battles 
against  the  forces  of  sea  and  wind  and  forest  and  stream  and  hostile  races,  seem- 
ingly mobilized  to  crush  them  in  their  weakness.  By  such  tribute,  rendered  to 
its  heroes  of  the  past,  does  the  national  crowd  win  consciousness  of  itself  and  of 
the  service  it  may  render  to  mankind,  and  il  is  by  thoughtful  preparation  and 
participation,  as  occasion  may  offer,  that  the  smaller  unit-crowd  acquires  its 
right  to  continuance  in  the  larger. 

Not  as  an  after-thought,  but  as  a  consequence  of  the  above,  comes  the 
recognition  that,  for  the  benefit  of  the  future  generations  toward  which  we  look, 
as  well  as  to  render  assistance  to  our  able  officers  in  their  present  work,  we  should, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  prepare  and  forward  to  our  Secretary  the  brief  biographical 
accounts  of  the  members  of  our  immediate  families  that  are  required  for  filing  at 
the  office.    This  should  be  a  welcome  labor  and  it  is  one  that  is  urgently  required. 

With  the  suggestion  that  a  genealogical  society  is  potentially  a  more  im- 
portant thing  than  genealogical  tradition  has  made  it,  I  venture,  in  conclusion. 
upon  a  definition  of  Genealogy,  which  I  am  well  aware  no  professional  genealogist 
would  accept.  If  any  member  of  the  T.  (!.  S.  approves  or  disapproves  this  defini- 
tion sufficiently  to  write  me  at  the  above  address,  offering  emendations  for  my 
benefit.  I  shall  esteem  the  communication  a  favor  and  the  means  to  a  valued 
acquaintance.  Genealogy,  then,  is  the  purposeful  study  of  ancestry,  with  the 
object  of  providing  a  group  of  people  having  common  antecedents  with  a  bond  of 
traditions,  sentiments  and  ideals  that  will  remove  its  abstract ness  from  history, 
bring  the  members  of  the  group  into  more  vital  contact  with  humanity's  past, 
and  induce  in  them  a  consciousness  of  common  ideals  and  a  disposition  to  strive 
for  their  attainment,  through  the  medium  of  group  effort,  in  modern  life. 


LONGEVITY 

On  page  26  of  the  1915-16  report  we  offered  a  concrete  example  of  extreme 
longevity  as  exhibited  by  a  single  Tower  family. 

At  this  time  as  furl  her  proof  of  this  extreme  longevity  of  the  descendants  of 
John  Tower1,  we  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  recent  deaths  among  members  of 
the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  as  recorded  on  page  'M)  of  this  report. 

Of  the  deaths  there  recorded  you  will  find  representatives  from  three  of  the 
strongest  branches  of  the  Tower  family.  The  average  age  at  death  for  these 
members  is  67.3  years.  When  you  consider  that  two  of  these  recorded  deaths 
were  due  to  unnatural  causes,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  a  person  wIki  bears  Tower 
blood  in  his  or  her  veins  bids  fair  to  reach  the  Biblical  standard  of  three  score  and 
ten  years. 


['RANK    VVARRKN   TOWKH    (S) 
Mew   Member  Kx.ruiuv   Dosmi 
(Ibrook  lirahch) 


SEVENTH    REUNION   OF  THE  TOWER    FAMILY 

At  the  Municipal  Building 
Springfield,  Massachusetts 

June  20  and  21,  1918 


Report  by  FRANK  WARREN  TOWER,  Chairman  of  Reunion  Committee 


w 


HEN  the  Reunion  Committee  was  appointed  for  the  seventh  reunion, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  hold  the  meeting  in  Springfield,  Mass. 
Accordingly,  on  June  20th,  the  "Tower  Clan,"  150  strong,  assembled 
in  the  Mahogany  Room  of  the  Auditorium  Building.  We  gathered 
mainly  from  the  cent  ral  and  western  part  of  the  State,  although  several 
representatives  were  present  from  other  sections  and  a  few  from  other  states. 
Many  new  faces  and  families  were  present  and  the  older  members  were  greatly 
encouraged  and  pleased  to  note  the  interest  manifested  by  them,  and  it  is  hoped 
the  whole  family  will  retain  the  lively  interest  shown  in  this  gathering  for  our 
future  general  welfare. 

The  object  of  holding  this  meeting  in  this  city  seems  to  have  been  attained. 


ANNUAL   MEETING   AM)  SEVENTH    KEINION    ItKPOHT 


that  of  interesting  the  many  Towers  of  this  vicinity,  who  ha<l  not  found  it  conven- 
ient to  attend  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  The  many  general,  cordial  an<l 
hearty  greetings  testified  to  the  pleasure  enjoyed  in  another  opportunity  to 
meet  and  exchange  experiences  since  our  last  gathering.  The  smaller  groups 
gradually  merged  into  the  larger  one  and  our  interests  became  one  in  common. 

It  is  difficult  to  express  the  mingled  feelings  of  the  various  groups  as  they 
met  in  the  close  ties  of  the  individual  family  groups,  or  the  larger  mutual  recog- 
nition of  the  enlarged  family  to  which  all  belonged.  Many  recollections  of  the 
earlier  meetings,  the  pleasant  times  we  enjoyed  together,  the  many  new  friend- 
ships formed  growing  stronger  with  the  passage  of  years,  as  well  as  the  strong 
feeling  of  family  unity,  seems  to  have  taken  hold  of  this  family  in  the  bonds 
of  love. 

After  the  general  regisl  rat  ion,  in  t  he  early  afternoon,  a  splendid  group  picture 
Was  taken  of  about  125  members  of  the  family.  We  then  re-assembled  for  the 
business  meeting,  prior  to  which,  Mayor  Frank  Stacy  extended  the  hospitality 
of  the  city  to  our  family.  After  a  brief  business  session,  called  to  order  and 
presided  over  by  Frank  Warren  Tower,  in  the  absence  of  the  president,  the  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  chosen  and  elected. 

At  the  close  of  the  business  session  we  adjourned  to  the  banquel  hall,  in  the 
Odd  Fellows  Building  on  IVnchon  Street,  where  full  justice  was  given  to  a  very 
satisfactory  repast,  presided  over  by  Charles  Wesley  Tower,  ami  served  by  the 
Laural  tourt  No.  1  Order  of  the  Amaranth.  The  tables  wen-  arranged  in  the 
form  of  the  letter  "T"  and  quite  appropriate  for  the  occasion.  After  the  inner 
man  had  been  satisfied,  we  were  invited  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  room  on  an 
upper  floor,  where  music  for  the  evening  had  been  provided  by  Mrs.  Fleeta 
Gregory  Tower.  This  proved  very  enjoyable.  It  was  a  fitting  adjunct  to  the 
family  entertainment   and  was  fully  appreciated. 

During  tic  evening  a  very  instructive  and  entertaining  talk  upon  the  early 
pedigree  of  the  family  was  given  hy  Fred  Lyman  Tower,  of  Pittsfield,  who  had 
given  much  time  to  gathering  the  facts  presented,  which  are  of  greal  value  to  our 
society.  While  the  Towers  were  not  m  the  Ark  we  learned  that  our  ancestry 
could  he  traced  back  to  the  earliest  history  in  Great  Britain.  We  have  as  honora- 
ble a  descent  as  any  family  in  the  [Tnited  Kingdom  and  no  cause  to  be  ashamed 
of  the  name  of  Tower.  After  thi^  talk,  dancing  was  in  order  and  we  all  became 
young  in  t  he  enjoyment  of  this  exercise.  All  Towers  not  present  missed  a  delight- 
ful and  instructive  evening  and  everyone  expressed  themselves  as  having  had  a 
good  t  ime. 

Our  second  day  opened  bright  and  sunny  and  a  goodly  number  assembled 
at  the  municipal  building  and  either  took  the  trolley  or  automobiles  to  visit 
Mt.  Tom.  Those  who  did  not  visit  this  attractive  spot  have  missed  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  views  obtainable.  It  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  in  the  world.  We  had  the  time  of  our  lives  and  came  away  regretfully,  but 
thoroughly  satisfied  at   the  end  of  a  "perfect  day." 

It  is  the  earnest  hope  that  all  who  were  present  and  all  others  who  can  find 
it  possible  to  do  so,  will  attend  the  L920  Reunion  of  the  Society  in  Hingham,  where 
the  Old  Home  will  be  open  and  extend  a  hearty  greeting  to  all  by  the  name  of 
Tower. 


Long  lire  the  Towers  i/i  the  bonds,  of  Unity. 


presidents  message 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


New  York,  I)o< 


30.  1918. 


Fellow  Memkkhs: 

Again  we  send  greetings  to  our  fellow  members,  together  with  report  of 
the  Society's  happenings  for  the  years  1017  and  1018,  and  trust  you  will  derive 
as  much  pleasure  from  perusing  the  report  as  we  have  in  getting  it  together.  Do 
not  miss  carefully  reading  the  introduction.  While  it  is  deep,  it  is  lull  of  food  for 
careful  thought. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  calling  your  attention  to  the  report  covering  the  Spring- 
field Reunion.  While  it  was  my  misfortune  not  being  able  to  be  present,  from 
talks  with  those  of  our  members  who  did  attend,  I  am  sine  that  the  Reunion  was 
a  very  successful  one. 

Do  not  overlook  the  reports  as  made  by  our  Several  different  officers.  While 
these  are  usually  rather  dry  reading,  they  are  very  essential  and  will  offer  an 
opportunity  for  you  to  follow  the  work  of  the  Society. 

The  article  on  the  Towers  in  England  by  Mr.  Fred  Lyman  Tower,  member 
number  104,  is  very  interesting  and  the  data  he  has  gotten  together  will  be  of 
assistance  later  on. 

You  will  notice  photo-cuts  in  this  report  of  our  lady  officers.  Both  of  these 
ladies  have  been  of  great  help  to  our  organization.  Miss  Florence  Estelle  Tower 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  for  some  tune  past  and  her  counsel 
has  been  very  valuable.  Mrs.  Electa  Gregory  Tower  as  Assistant  Recording 
Secretary  is  a  recent  addition  to  our  Board  and  her  assistance  at  our  recent  He- 
union  and  Board  Meetings  since  has  been  important.  We  should  endeavor  to 
interest  our  lady  members  so  that  we  may  get  from  them  ideas  and  suggestions 
for  the  work  of  the  Society. 

In  perusing  the  necrology  list  you  will  not  ice  the  loss  of  many  of  our  members 
during  the  past  two  years  and  we  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  seta  ire  new  members 
to  make  up  for  these  losses. 

The  ter-centenary  of  the  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims  will  be  celebrated  at  Ply- 
mouth some  time  during  the  year  1920  and  it  is  our  idea  to  hold  the  next  reunion 
during  this  time  with  our  headquarters  at  the  Old  Homestead  at  Hingham  and  a 
side  trip  to  Plymouth.  We  should  begin  now  to  plan  for  this  reunion  so  as  to 
make  it  a  most  successful  one,  and  1  would  appreciate  any  suggestions  our  mem- 
bers will   make. 

While  the  responsibility  for  conduct  of  our  Society  rests  upon  its  officers, 
they  in  turn  must  rely  on  assistance  from  the  members  at  large  and  we  would  like 
to  have  our  members  send  us  any  suggestions  they  wish  to  make,  also  send  anec- 
dotes relating  to  the  family  along  the  lines  of  the  one  which  you  will  find  in  this 
report  given  by  Miss  Addie  D.  Stevenson,  member  number  'M')'2.  It  is  such 
stories  relating  to  our  family  that  are  very  interesting  and  we  should  begin  now 
to  compile  these  for  the  future  generation. 


Yours  very  truly, 


jLu 


J^ 


President 
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RECORDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


Hanimonton,  New  Jersey,  June  20,  1918. 
Mh.  President  and   Fellow  Members: 

Grectiiig:    It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my  ahmial  report. 

All  minutes  of  meetings  prior  to  1917  have  been  recorded.  Some  of  the  re- 
ports for  the  years  1917  and  L91S  are  to  be  recorded.  There  arc  a  few  minor 
details  to  be  attended  to  relative  to  the  records  and  1  have  it  in  mind  to  take  this 
matter  in  hand  with  the  President  at  the  very  earliest  opportunity.  I  have  in 
my  possession  the  recorded  reports  and  aoMresses,  all  of  which  will  eventually  be 
forwarded  to  the  President. 


MEETING  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  HOARD 

An  Executive  Hoard  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Essex,  Boston,  Mass., 
on  April  21,  1917  records  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Presulcnt,  ready  for 
filing  with  the  Secretary.  (See  records  dated  April  11.  1917.)  It  was  decided  at 
this  meeting  not  to  hold  a  reunion  during  the  year  1917. 


I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following: 

Have  one  Secretary  instead  of  two  or  three.  1  believe  now  the  business  of 
the  Society  can  be  handled  under  the  present  management  with  one  Secretary. 

1  have  always  thoughl  that  there  should  he  only  one  Secretary,  but  this  could 
not  well  be  done  under  the  old  system.  I  do  not  think  that  the  work  of  the  So- 
ciety is  so  voluminous  that  its  members  cannot  decide  upon  the  election  of  one 
Secretary  who  should  be  willing  to  perform  the  duties  of  tin-  oHice,  if  these  were 
simplified,  writing  all  minutes  on  loose-leaf  sheets  provide  for  the  purpose,  and 
mailing  same  to  the  respective  interested  persons  for  their  signatures.  The  Secre- 
tary could  then  at  the  proper  time  have  the  minutes  bound  into  volume  form, 
eliminating  much  extra  work  and  considerable  expense.  In  fact  this  scheme 
should  have  been  adopted  at  the  beginning. 

I  would  further  recommend  that  the  Society  elect  a  Secretary  at  its  next 
annual  meeting,  doing  away  with  the  former  system  of  secretaryship.  The  by- 
laws would  have  to  be  amended  in  the  event  of  modification  as  suggested,  and  to 
amend  them  notice  must  be  given  to  the  members  sixty  days  prior  to  the  annual 
meeting.  (See  by-laws  governing  this  point  i.  In  case  no  amendments  are  made 
in  time,  these  recommendations  may  be  referred  to  the  incoming  Executive  Hoard 
for  adjustment,  and  the  Board  may  hold  the  matter  in  abeyance  until  the  next 
annual  meeting.  During  the  interim  the  Board  may  provide  a  Secretary  whose 
duty  shall  be  to  perform  the  regular  duties  of  a  Recording  Secretary. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  associated  with  the  Executive  Board,  and 
the  many  pleasant  meetings  we  have  had  shall  ever  remain  a  cherished  memory 
of  the  work  in  which  the  members  are  so  heartily  interested.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  your  next  Secretary  may  enjoy  the  office  and  continue  the  good  work  that 
the  Tower  ( lenealogical  Society  has  so  well  performed  since  its  incorporation. 

Kvery  member  has  my  very  best  wishes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Recording  Secretary. 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORTS 

(1916)  Dalton,  Mass.,  December  30,  1916. 

Mb.   PkE.siDKNT  and  Members:— 

This  is  my  first  report  to  you  as  the  highest  executive  officer  in  our  Society 
and  my  first  report  under  the  new  plan  of  presenting  annual  reports  by  officers 
on  the  last  day  of  the  calender  year. 

I  have  strongly  advocated  this  method  of  presenting  reports  for  several  years 
and  I  trust  that  yon  will  find  that  the  results  justify  the  change*. 

My  last  report  to  the  Society  hears  date  of  '.June  20,  1916,  hence  this  first, 
annual  report  will  cover  only  a  period  of  six  moiil  lis  and  may  seem  rat  her  meager 
on  that  account. 

Deaths  among  members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  not  previously 
reported  by  me  are  as  follows:    (See  necrology  list  mi  Page  .'JO of  this  report). 

Three  new  applications  have  been  received  and  approved. 

One  thousand  one  hundred  thirty-six  personal  genealogical  charts  have  been 
received,  recorded  and  properly  filed  by  me  since  the  organization  of  our  Society. 

As  you  are  about  to  inaugurate  a  compaign  for  new  members  to  our  Society 
among  the  descendants  of  John  Tower  I  1  I  I  feel  that  a  brief  resume  of  our  present 
membership  may  not  be  amiss.  The  total  applications  received  and  approved 
to  date  are  three  hundred  eighty-eight,  forty-two  members  have  died  and  six- 
teen have  resigned.  Our  total  active  membership  at  the  present  time  is  three 
hundred  thirty.  Of  these  living  members  one  hundred  sixty-six  are  women  and 
one  hundred  sixty-lour  are  men.  Of  the  total  applicants,  one  hundred  fifteen 
are  from  the  I  brook  branch,  one  hundred  one  from  the  Benjamin  branch,  seventy- 
two  from  the  Jeremiah  branch,  thirty-eight  from  the  John  branch,  twenty-one 
from  the  Samuel  branch  and  forty-one  are  not  descendants  of  John  Tower  1 1). 

The  fact  that  many  descendants  of  the  John  and  Samuel  branches  are  now 
located  in  the  West  accounts  for  low  representation  of  these  branches  in  our  so- 
ciety. There  are  many  descendants  of  John  Tower  (1)  who  <U)  not  know  our 
Society  exists.  Along  with  this  campaign  for  new  members  your  Corresponding 
Secretary  will  endeavor  to  secure  the  addresses  of  the  descendants  who  live  in 
these  far  western  states.  I  hope  every  member  will  co-operate  with  me  in  this 
effort  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  our  Societv  to  every  descendant  of  .John  Tower 
(1)  in  l'.  S.  A. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 


-^^<z£fep~^  t^Lyic^zZ^  Jy^ 


Corresponding  Secretary 


Dalton,  Mass.,  Dec.  31,  t9l7. 


I  1917  I 

Mr.   President  and  Mem  hers: 

My  first  report  to  cover  a  calender  year  is  as  follows: 

Necrology  not  previously  reported,  (See  list  on  page  30  of  this  report  I. 

During  the  past  year  six  mew  applications  have  been  received  and  approved, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  genealogical  charts  have  been  received  and  filed,  one 
hundred  two  of  these  were  compiled  by  member  353,  Mrs.  Letetia  May  (Steven- 
son"1 I  larper,  and  comprise  nearly  all  t  he  descendants  of  Deborah  Bates'  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Sarah  i Tower''1 1  Bates.  See  Tower  genealogy  pg.  1(>2,  art.  14c.), 
II. 

I  wish  to  take  this,  my  first  opportunity,  to  publicly  acknowledge  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  faithful  work  of  Mrs.  Harper,  who,  though  she  is  an  invalid,  takes 
the  keenest   interest   in  all  the  work  of  this  Society. 

During  the  past  year  your  Corresponding  Secretary  made  a  pilgrimage  to 
Batavia  X.  \\,  where  he  found  several  Towers  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
Tower  Genealogy  or  of  our  Society  and  much  less  that  they  were  descendants  of 
.John  Tower1.  If  you  will  turn  to  page  241,  art.  302j  IV,  of  your  Tower  Gen- 
ealogy you  will  see  that  Isaac  Webb  Tower6  had  a  son  Thomas7  born  about  1804 
at  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  who  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York  in  early  life. 
My  investigations  at  Batavia  have  revealed  the  major  portions  of  the  descendants 
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of  Thomas  Tower7,  the  data  for  whom  will  soon  become  l  he  completed  records  of 

the  Society. 

In  my  report*  to  you  which  hears  the  date  of  June  26,  1916,  you  will  note 
that  I  mentioned  a  family  of  'Powers  located  in  western  Pennsylvania  who  could 
trace  their  ancestry  hack  to  1740  without  seeming  to  connect  up  with  any  known 
descendants  of  John  Tower1.  This  family  held  an  annual  reunion  and  last  year 
your  Society  sent  our  Assistant  Recording  Secretary,  ( !arl  Vernon  Tower  to  Low- 
ville,  Erie  Co.,  Penn.  to  attend  their  reunion  held  on  the  .June  19,  U>17. 

A  complete  report  of  that  reunion  is  in  my  possession  and  reveals  many  sur- 
prising facts  a  few  of  which  may  he  of  interest  here.  The  attendance  was  55, 
which  represents  only  a  small  portion  of  those  who  can  claim  descent  from  Nehe- 
miah  Tower  and  Abigail  Jewell  who  are  the  earliest  positively  known  ancotors 
of  this  branch.  There  was  a  tradition  in  this  family  that  the  father-  of  Xehemiah 
Tower  was  Nathaniel  Tower  who  died  in  Otsego  Co.  X.  Y.  Date  unknown. 

A  careful  study  of  the  known  facts,  dates,  places,  allied  families,  etc..  leads 
me  to  the  supposition  that  the  above  mentioned  Nchemiah  Tower  is  none  other 
than  the.  Jeremiah*  Tower  mentioned  on  page  201,  art.  205,  II,  whose  birth,  mar- 
riage, and  death  are  practically  unrecorded  in  the  Tower  ( ieuealogy. 

This  family  is  positive  that  the  mother  of  Xehemiah  Tower  was  I.ydia  Heal 
and  that  she  died  at  Java,  Wyoming  Co.,  in  1837,  very  aged.  My  research  has 
proved  that  Lydia  Heal,  mother  of  Jeremiah6  Tower  was  horn  in  Abington,  Mass., 
October  13,  1748,  and  as  Quincy  Bicknell  failed  to  record  either  her  birth  or  death, 
it  is  safe  to  assume  that  little  was  known  of  her  ancestry  or  descendants  at  the 
time  he  compiled   the  genealogy. 

Let  us  consider  a  few  of  the  side  lights  in  this  remarkable  genealogical  record. 
This  Xehemiah  Tower  was  born  in  1771,  place  unknown,  and  he  died  in  Otsego 
Co.,  X.  V.,  date  unknown;  but  Bicknell  says  that  "Jeremiah6  was  married  and 
died  at  the  age  of  30"?  Xow  if  we  substitute  Nchemiah  for  Jeremiah  it  would 
bring  the  date  of  his  death  about  1810  or  just  at  the  beginning  of  stirring  times 
in  this  new  Republic.  Nchemiah  Tower  married  Abigail  Jewell  aboul  1794-5 
and  had  seven  children.  The  first  son  and  second  child  bore  the  significant  name 
of  litla,  a  rare  name  among  Towers  and  appearing  but  once  in  the  first  eight  gen- 
erations recorded  in  the  Tower  genealogy  and  then  as  a  second  cousin  once 
removed  to  Jeremiah6  Tower. 

If  our  Xehemiah  is  the  Jeremiah0  of  the  Bicknell  genealogy,  what  could  be 
more  significant  than  that  he  should  name  his  first  son  for  a  distant  cousin  whom 
he  might  have  visited  in  Hingham,  Mass. 

Another  significant  fact  is  that  Matthew''  Tower,  brother  of  Jeremiah  also 
removed  to  New  York  State  and  had  a  son  horn  there  in  L814,  whom  he  named 
Xehemiah  while  he  did  not  name  any  of  his  six  sons  Jeremiah  although  he  showed 
a  marked  tendency  to  employ  family  names  as  witness.  Matthew,  I.ydia.  Abraham 
and  Xahhy  (Abigail),  Our  Nchemiah  also  named  his  third  child 'Abigail.  This 
record  shows  a  crossing  up  of  names  that  seems  to  me  to  be  more  than  accidental. 

I  do  not  wish  to  cumber  the  official  records  with  dry  genealogical  data  but 
suffice  it  to  say  that  your  Corresponding  Secretary  hopes  some  day  to  prove  be- 
yond a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  this  stray  branch  of  Towers  up  in  the  hills  of 
western  Pennsylvania  are  descendants  of  John  Tower'. 

The  present  address  of  the  following  members  is  unknown  to  your  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  any  information  as  to  their  present  location  would  be  grate- 
fully received.  (The  address  following  the  name  is  the  last  known  place  of  resi- 
dence). 

Mrs.  Khoba  F.  Tower,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Henry  E.  Tower,  Chicago,  111., 
Harry  II.  Tower,  Chicago,  111.,  Mrs.  Florence  L.  Moody,  Island  Pond,  Vermont., 
Mrs.  Emeline  L.  Chandler,  New  Brunswick,  X.  J.,  Abraham  II.  Tower,  Boston, 
Mass.,  Dr.  Frederic  11.  Tower,  Boston,  Mass.,  Soloman  I.  Eddy,  Grand  Haven, 
Mich.,  George  XT.  Larkin,  Flint,  Mich.,  Miss  Helen  M.  Tower,  Chicago.  111. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


^^^Z£&t^  tZ^Ly, 


K^f2^C^ 


*  See  seventh  and  eighth  annua]  report,  page  12. 
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Dalton,  Mass.    December  31,  1918. 

(1918) 

Mr.   President  And  Members: — 

It  is  just  ten  years  ago  this  month  that  George  Warren  Tower  our  honored 
Ex-President  invited  me  to  help  him  organize  the  first  Tower  reunion,  and  out  of 
that  work  was  horn  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society, 

During  the  past  decade  we  have  received  into  the  Society  four  hundred  mem- 
bers. We  have  held  seven  most  successful  reunions  ;it  which  over  thirteen  hundred 
descendants  of  John  Tower  '  and  their  friends  have  registered.  We  have  acquired 
a  most  remarkable  and  valuable  set  of  group  pictures  showing  the  faces  of  over 
six  hundred  Towers.  We  have  collected  sufficient  data  to  till  another  volume  of 
the  Tower  genealogy.  We  have  erected  a  magnificent  shaft  at  the  High  Street 
cemetry  in  Ilingham,  Mass.  marking  the  burial  place  of  John  Tower  and  Mar- 
garet Ibrook. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  lost  by  death  the  following  members:  (See 
necrology  list  on  page  30  of  this  report  j. 

We  have  received  six  new  members,  one  of  whom  resides  in  the  Philippine 
Islands. 

A  successful  reunion  was  held  last  June  in  Springfield,  Mass.  at  which  we  were 
fortunate  to  hear  a  fine  discourse  upon  our  early  Lnglish  ancestry  delivered  by 
Fred  Lyman  Tower  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  an  extract  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
annual    report. 

At  the  election  of  officers  this  year  you  decided  upon  a  radical  change  in  the 
Secretaryship  of  the  Society.  You  evidently  thought  that  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  had  a  very  light  task,  so  you  conferred  upon  him  the  added  honor — 
and  "some"  labor — of  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary.  As  the  incumbent  of 
the  latter  office  1  will  say  that  I  shall  try  to  consolidate  the  work  and  simplify  the 
keeping  of  the  records  so  that  my  work  may  justify  your  judgment. 

As  your  Recording  Secretary  I  have  attended  one  annual  meeting  and  one 
Executive  Hoard  meeting  of  your  Society.  The  minutes  of  those  meetings  are 
now  in  type-written  form  and  have  been  approved  by  your  President.  Next  year 
1  propose  to  open  a  new,  loose-leaf,  record  book,  and  all  records  will  be  kept  in 
duplicate. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  above  report  as  the  report  for  the  two  offices, 


Respectfully  submitted, 


*o 


Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary 


THE  SECRETARY  DOING  HIS  BIT 


What  the  Towers  are  doing  should  interest  Towel's.  As  proof  that  constant 
and  enthusiastic  pursuit  of  genealogical  interests  does  not  induce  mere  hook-worm 
habits  and  forgetfulness  of  the  world's  concerns,  there  is  our  Secretary.  Mr. 
Walter  Lament  Tower,  whom  the  recent  elections  in  Massachusetts  have  seated 
in  Boston  with  new  responsibilities  as  a  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Genealogical  interest,  which  makes  directly  for  patriotism  and  fulfillment  of  pub- 
lic duty,  should  be  an  asset  to  the  possessor  in  public  life.  Our  able  and  popular 
Secretary  and  Historian  is  so  well  known  to  all  members  of  this  Society  that  they 
need  not  this  assurance  to  feel  that  his  service  will  be  an  asset  to  his  native  state 
and  to  the  nation.  We  extend  to  him  our  heartiest  congratulations  and  our  best 
wishes  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  duties. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Hingham  Center,  Mass.,  June  20,  1918. 

Mr.  Puesident  And  Fki.low   M  km  be  its: 

Your  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  .submit  the  following  report,  which  covers  the 
period  from  July  31,  1916  to  June  20,  1918: 

Total  receipts  for  period,  including  balance  of  $188.47  from  1916  $424.60 

Total  disbursements  for  period     .......  284.6(5 


leaves  a  balance  on  hand  of 

$139.94 

The  year's  receipts  were  made  up  as  follows: 

1915  dues 

$  7.00 

191*6  dues 

20.00 

1917  dues 

162.00 

1918  dues 

10.00 

1919  dues 

1.00 

$200.00 

Receipts  from  tree  prints 

1.00 

Interest  on  savings  accounts 

8.13 

Seven  applications       ..... 

7.00 

Additional  dues             .                       .           . 

'JO. 00 

Balance  from  1916  accounts 

a 

11  of 

188.47 

$424.60 

Disbursements — itemized:    (covering  Vouchers, 

which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer) 

George  \V.  Tower — 1916  Reunion  expenses    . 

$13.02 

Ilobbs  A:  Warren,  file  and  scrap  book    . 

4.00 

Hingham  journal — printing  500  form  letters 

4.25 

E.  L,  Grimes  Co.  —  printing  1M  Jp£-  circulars 

9.25 

E.  L.  (dimes  Co.— printing  and  furnishing  191 

5 

and  1916  report    .           .                       .           . 

122.33 

Ilobbs  &  Warren — \  •_>  doz.  receipt  books 

1.50 

Tower  Bros.  Stationery  Co — IM  envelopes  am; 

I 

tinting 

10.20 

Harry  V.  Zahn — 500  envelopes  and  500  stamps 

13.48 

Burbank  Engraving  Co. — engraving 

3.00 

Charles  II.  Taylor — typewriting 

1.50 

George  W.  Tower  partial  payment  on  memoria 

li 

und  note 

100.00 

Oliver  Tower — stationery,  etc. 

2.13 

$284.60 

There  is  one  unpaid  bill  outstanding.     It  is  balance  on  note  held  by  George 
W.  Tower  on  memorial  fund  account,  being  $1 10.00. 

Your  Treasurer  has  had  his  books  audited  and  the  certification  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Windsor,  Conn.,  July  31,  1918. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Tower  Genealogical 
Society  from  July  31,  1916  to  July  31,  1918,  both  dates  inclusive,  and  found 
them  as  follows: 

Receipts 

Balance  July  31,  1916 $188.47 

Interest  on  savings  accounts          .....  8.13 

Received  for  dues        ....                     .  '228.00      $424.60 

Disbursements — vouchers  submitted            .          .  .            $284.66 
Balance  July  31,  1918 

Savings  account              .....  $69.71 

Check  account 70.23        139.94      $424.60 

(Signed)  LUCIUS  WARREN   BARTLETT. 

Auditor. 


OUR  ENGLISH  ANCESTRY 

One  of  the  objects  which  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  keeps  in  view  is 
the  collection  of  data  referring  to  the  English  antecedents  of  Robert  Tower  and 
also  to  the  connection  of  Tower  families  in  America  with  families  of  the  same  name 
in  the  British  Isles.  Certain  members  of  the  T.  G.  S.  have  endeavored,  at  the  ex- 
pense' of  much  time  and  labor,  and  with  such  facilities  as  they  may  have  at  hand, 
to  aid  the  Society  by  gathering  information  that  will  be  oi  value. 

It  is  a  service  for  which  the  Report  Committee  desires  to  render,  in  behalf 
of  the  Society,  due  acknowledgment  and  sincere  thanks.  At  the  same  time,  it 
should  be  stated  for  the  benefit  of  readers  of  these  reports  that  the  persons  whose 
contributions  are  printed  should  be  consulted  for  the  sources  of  their  information 
by  interested  members,  as  the  Society  itself  cannot  assume  responsibility  for  the 
correctness  of  all  data,  while  there  is  yet  lacking  a  plan  for  organized  and  detailed 
search  among  records,  many  of  which  can  be  found  only  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  water. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Shclburne  Kails,  Mass.,  December  31,  1918. 


Mil.  President  And  Fellow   Members:  Your    Treasurer 
submit  the  following  report,  which  covers  the  period  of  June  21, 

ber  31,  litis: 

Total  receipts  for  period,  including  balance  of  $139.94  from 
June  21,  1918;    and  $11.53  worth  of  stamped  envelopes 
now  on  hand  ........ 

Total  disbursements  for  period      .... 

Leaving  a  balance  of 
The  receipts  for  the  period  were  made  up  as  follows: 

1914  dues 

1915  dues 

1916  dues 

1017  dues  ... 

1918  dues  ... 

1919  dues 

1020  dues 

305  stamped  envelopes  .... 

Interest  on  savings  account 
7  applications,  including  one  life  member 
Balance  .June  21.  1918 


begs 
10  IS  t« 


■;ive     t. 
Decern- 


$333.71 
£04.60 

$169.11 


$1.00 

3.00 

b.oo 

12.00 

120.00 

4.00 

1.00 

$147.00 

11.53 

4.24 

31.00 

130.04 

$333.71 


s-1.7o 


Disbursements  —  Itemized:     (covering  vouchers,  all  of  which  are  in  the  hands 

of  your  Treasurer) 
Broadway  Printing  House — ruling  and  printing 

50  register  sheets  for  1918  Reunion 
Tower  Brothers'  Stationery  Co. — engrossing 

membership  certificates  ..... 

Francis  R.  Sullivan — printing  notices  and  envelopes 
Walter  1,.  Tower  -expenses  1013,  101  1,  1915 

and  1916  Reports  account      ..... 
Walter  L.  Tower — 1918  Reunion  expenses 
Charles  VV.  Tower — 101S  Reunion  expenses 
Gilbert  J.  Tower — envelopes,  postage,  etc. 
F.  A.  Bassette  Co. — printing  membership  certificates 

There  is  one  unpaid  bill  outstanding,  which  is    balance 
on  note  of  Ceorge  W.  Tower  on  memorial 
fund  account,  and  amounts  to         ....  $116.00 

Your  Treasurer  has  had  his  books  audited  and  certification  follows. 


12.00 

0.00 

15.13 

26.90 

05.  ir> 

23.17 

8.50 

SH)4.t)0 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Treasurer 
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AUDITORS  REPORT 

Springfield,  Mass.,  December  31,  1918. 

This  is  to  certify  t  hat  I  have  examined  the  hooks  and  records  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  covering  a  period  of  from  .June  21,  1918  to 
December  31,  1918,  and  find  the  balance  on  the  hitter  date  to  be  S169.ll.  The 
items  included  in  this  balance  are  as  follows: 

Deposited  with  Millinockct  Trust  Co.— savings  account  $69.71 

Balance  in  Shelburne  Palls  National  Hank — check  account  83.03 

Stamped  envelopes  on  hand  .  .  .  .  .  11.53 

Interest  on  savings  account  .....  4.24      S109.ll 

(Signed)   HERBERT  L.  TOWER, 

Auditor. 


HISTORY 

Since  the  last  report  was  issued  to  you  by  the  'bower  Genealogical  Society 
our  Country  has  entered  into  the  greatest  war  of  all  time.  Thanks  to  the  valor 
of  our  countrymen  we  have  materially  helped  to  bring  the  barbarous  Hun  to  the 
realization  that  a  government  based  upon  the  Divine  Right  to  plunder,  ravish  and 
murder  all  peoples  who  do  not  subscribe  to  its  tenets  shall  cease  to  exist  on  this 
Earth. 

The  United  States  has  done  more  in  the  past  two  years  to  establish  that  great 
principle  enunciated  by  the  immortal  Abraham  Lincoln, 

"Government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people"  as  the  standard 
of  the  World,  than  has  been  done  by  any  other  nation  in  the  history  of  all  time. 

Many  descendants  of  John  Tower1  have  had  a  glorious  part  in  this  great 
cause,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  that  suitable  recogni- 
tion of  the  military  record  of  every  one  of  those  descendants  shall  be  preserved. 

To  this  (Mid  we  ask  all  friends  and  relatives  of  any  descendant  of  John  Tower1, 
whom  they  know  to  have  a  military  record  in  the  late  war,  to  communicate  that 
record  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society. 

In  our  next  report  we  propose  to  publish  the  pictures  of  Tower  descendants 
who  have  helped  to  make  the  World  safe  for  democracy. 

Please  send  in  the  photographs  of  these  soldiers. 


is 


FRED  LYMAN  TOWER  (8) 
Pitts&eia,  Mass. 

Member  No.   104 
(Ibrfcbk  Branch) 
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THE  TOWER  FAMILY  OF  ENGLAND 

Address  by  FRED  LYMAN  TOWER  of  PittsfieUl,  Muss. 

delivered  ;it 

SEVENTH  REUNION 

My   Kindred: 

1  take  you  hack  to  the  year  600  B.C.,  to  the  early  Britons,  who  dwell  in  rude 
huts,  a  people  of  unkempt  hair  and  high  cheek-hones,  a  brave,  fearless  people, 
living  in  hands,  each  hand  having  its  own  king. 

Sometimes  two  or  three  of  these  tribes  were  united  under  one  king.  But. 
the  real  power  was  in  the  hands  of  the  (lent  ry.  It  was  t  he  ( Sentry  who  lent  them 
lands  and  sold  them  cattle.  It  was  here,  in  fact,  that  the  landed  ('.entry  of 
England  started  one  of  the  two  classes  of  English  nobility,  the  other  consisting 
of  the  Peers  of  the  Realm. 

The  business  of  this  gentry  was  war,  and  brave  soldiers  composed  it.  Ca?sar, 
during  his  invasion  of  England  in  55  B.C.,  spoke  of  the  gentry  as  a  fierce,  brave, 
and  warlike  people.  The  Tower  family  of  England  has  always  belonged  to  this 
class.  It  was  of  the  Cymery  stock — sometimes  called  Kiniery — the  second  to 
reach  England  from  Spain  at  a  very  early  period. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  name  "Tower"  was  as  an  English  family  name, 
derived  from  the  Gallic  and  Saxon  "Tor,"  the  Frcnclj  "Tour,"  and  the  Welch 
"Twi."  It  meant  any  hill,  lofty  eminence,  high  building,  or  place  of  strong 
defence.  We  find  its  first  application  as  a  family  name  in  the  mention  by  Lud 
of  one  Oswald  Tower,  who,  about  the  year  650  A.D.,  appears  to  have  been 
living  at  Bourgelon,  near  Lancaster,  the  capital  city  of  Lancastershire,  on  the 
west  coast  of  England.  There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  this  is  the  man  from 
whom  we  sprang. 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  lineage  in  England  as  parish  records  were  not  ordered 
by  the  Crown  until  the  year  1538.  The  towns  were  slow  in  taking  up  this  order 
and  Ilingham,  the  place  from  which  John  Tower  came,  did  not  keep  any  records 
until  the  year  1600  or  nine  years  before  John  was  baptized.  It  is  principally  by 
old  wills  and  law  records  that  you  can  trace  the  lives,  and  also  by  the  private 
records  of  families,  which  are  difficult  to  obtain. 

It  was  at  Tat  ham  (now  Towton),  in  Lancastershire  County,  that  the  Tower 
family  was  anciently  located.  From  there  they  seem  to  have  scattered  to  ulmost 
all  parts  of  England.  Especially  does  the  drift  seem  to  have  been  east  and  south, 
with  East  Buckingham,  Cambridge,  Essex,  Norfolk  and  Durham  Counties  as 
favorites. 

Let  me  mention  some  of  the  beautiful  estates  of  the  Tower  families,  a  few 
of  them  being  very  old  as  well  as  beautiful.  Weald  Hall,  for  example,  in  Essex 
County,  near  Brentwood,  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  more  than 
three  hundred  years.  Huntsmore  Park,  in  Buckingham  County,  near  Uxbridge, 
is  another  old  possession  of  the  family,  while  Hintons  Manor,  in  Ely,  or  Isle  of 
Ely,  about  twenty  miles  from  Ilingham,  Elcmere  Hall,  in  Durham  County,  and 
Ilolridge  Orange,  in  York  County, 

In  my  opinion,  Robert  Tower,  of  Ilingham,  and  Thomas  Tower,  of  Wyers- 
dale,  near  Lancaster,  were  brothers.  Why  Robert  went  to  Ilingham,  Norfolk 
County,  I  do  not  know.  It  might  have  been  on  account  of  troubles  about  family 
affairs.  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  the  lineage  of  Dorothy  Damon,  his  wife. 
Only  the  examination  of  private  family  records  in  England  can  render  our  data 
complete. 

We  know  that  the  three  Sir  Christopher  Towers  were  public  men  ami  that 
each  sat  in  Parliament  for  long  periods  and  held  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
1  believe  that  Robert  Tower  was  an  uncle  of  the  first  Sir  Christopher.  1  have 
also  found  that  in  six  instances  Towers  married  Proctors.  Bourgelon,  the  home 
of  Oswald  Tower,  has  disappeared,  but  it  was,  as  already  stated,  near  Lancaster, 
and  to  Lancaster  every  T-O-W-E-R  family  and  every  T-O-W-E-R-S  family  trace 
their  beginning. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

*fiighth  Meeting  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  19 IS 

Springfield,  Mass.,  June  20,  1918. 
Business  Meeting: — 

Preceding  the  business  meeting,  Mayor  Frank  E.  Stacy,  on  behalf  of  the* 
City  of  Springfield,  welcomed  the  members  and  all  Tower  descendants.  Mayor 
Stacy  referred  to  many  of  the  points  of  interest  in  and  about  the  city,  and  ex- 
tended an  invitation  to  the  Society  and  their  friends  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  for  pleasure  and  instruction,  afforded  by  the  city. 

Following  Mayor  Stacy's  address,  the  Chairman  of  the  Reunion  Committee 
Mr.  Frank  Warren  Tower,  gave  a  brief  and  vivid  resume  of  the  various  points 
of  historical  interest  in  Springfield  and  vicinity. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  the  Auditorium  entrance  where  an  excellent 
group  §  photograph  was  taken. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Society,  the 
regular  business  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Reunion 
Committee,  Mr.  Frank  Warren  Tower,  at  4.40  i\  M. 

Mr.  Frank  Warren  'Tower  was  made  President  pro  tempore.  He  addressed 
the  Society,  summing  up  briefly  its  past  activities,  and  announced  some  of  the 
plans   for  the   future. 

Mr.  Walter  Lamont  Tower  was  elected  Secretary  pro  tempore  because  of 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Francis  Leon  Tower. 

The  following  telegram  from  the  President  was  read  by  the  Chairman: 

Parsons,  West  Va. 

"Please  extend  to  our  members  and  friends  assembled  my  best  wishes  and 
hopes  for  an  enjoyable  reunion  of  the  'Power  family. 

".J.  WALLACE  TOWER." 

The  Roll  Call  was  omitted,  as  the  Secretary  noted  more  than  thirty  members 
in  attendance. 

The  minutes  of   the   preceding  meeting   were  read   by   the   Secretary   and 
approved  by  the  Society. 
Reports  of  Officers: — 

Mr.  James  Wallace  Tower  being  absent,  there  was  no  report  from  the 
President. 

t  The  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary  was  read  by  Mr.  Walter  Lamont 
Tower;    it  was  accepted  and  ordered  placed  on  file. 

+  The  report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  read  and  accepted  and 
ordered  placed  on  file. 

The  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Oliver  'Power,  caused  a  temporary  Treas- 
urer's report  to  be  presented  by  Mr.  Lucius  Warren  Bartlett,  Auditor.  Mr. 
Bartlett  explained  that  the  Treasurer's  books  had  only  recently  been  sent  to 
him  to  audit,  ami  as  they  were  not  properly  closed  he  could  not  audit  them. 
lie  said  he  had  taken  the  matter  up  with  the  President  ami  Treasurer  and  hoped 
soon  to  have  the  matter  in  proper  shape  to  present  to  the  Society. 

The  Auditor's  report  for  the  Treasurer  was  received  ami  ordered  placed  on 
the  table,  to  be  later  taken  up  by  the  Executive  Board. 

(The  matter  of  the  Treasurer's  report  was  taken  up  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Hoard  on  August  23,  1918,  and  a  complete  Treasurer's  report  will  be 
found  on  page  1-1  of  this  report.  An  Auditor's  report  will  also  be  found  on  page 
1  .">  of  t  his  report.) 

Reports  ok  Committees: — 

The  report  of  the  Reunion  Committee  was  made  by  Chairman  Frank  Warren 
Tower,  as  follows: 

We  have  had  several  meetings  and  have  planned  to  get  the  people  here  as 
well  as  we  could.     We  planned  for  a  banquet  to-night  at  half  past  six,  ami  we  hope 

•The-  Seven tli  Annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  adjourned  from  1915  to  19115,  and  as  there 
was  no  annual  meeting  held  in  1917  this  meeting  constituted  the  eighth  meeting  in  ten  years. 

§  Copies  of  this,  one  of  tin-  best  group  pictures  we  have  ever  had  taken,  may  be  obtained  from 
The  Eichleh  Stuoio,  389  Main  Street,  Springfield,  Mass.     Trice,  $1.10  delivered. 

t  For  Recording  Secretary's  report  see  page  10. 

t  For  Corresponding  Secretary's  reports  see  pages  11,  12  and  13. 
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every  one  will  be  there!  We  planned  for  the  photograph  just  taken,  and,  perhaps, 
there  will  DC  another  picture  taken  in  the  morning.  We  planned  for  the  trip  to 
Mt.  Tom,  aii'l  if  it  is  a  pleasant  day  to-morrow,  1  hope  that  no  one  of  you  will 
fail  to  attend.  Any  other  place  of  interest  in  the  city  that  you  would  like  to  visit, 
1  shall  he  pleased  to  aid  you  in  finding.  I  think  this  is  about  all  the  Committee 
has   to   report. 

This   report    was   unanimously   accepted    by   the   Society. 

Action  on  all  re] torts  of  officers  and  commit  tees  having  been  taken,  and  there 
being  no  Unfinished   Business,  the  Society  proceeded  to  the  Klectiou  of  Officers. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Walter  Lamont  Tower  that  the  Chairman  appoint  a 
nominating  committee  of  two  members  who  shall  also  act  as  tellers  for  this  elec- 
tion, and  that  they  shall  submit  a  list  of  nominees  for  the  various  officers  of  the 
Society. 

This  motion  was  duly  seconded  and  carried. 

The  Chairman  appointed  the  following  nominating  committee:  Mr.  Charles 
Wesley  Tower  and  Air.  Theodore  Parker  Tower. 

(For  the  complete  list  of  officers  as  nominated  and  elected  see  page  2  of  this 
report.) 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Walter  Lamont  Tower  that  the  finance  Committee 
should  be  composed  of  the  following  members:  .lames  Wallace  Tower,  John 
Henry  Tower,  and  George  Warren  Tower. 

This  motion  was  duly  seconded  and  carried. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Theodore  Parker  Tower  that  the  following  named 
member-   constitute  'the    1920    REUNION    COMMITTEE: 

Cikohci;  Warren  Tower,  Hingham,  Mass.,  Chairman. 

John  Henry  Tower,  45S  Bridge  Street,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Heald  Tower,  7'.»1   East   fourth  Street,  South  Boston,  Ma  —  . 

Waltkii  Lamont  Tower,  Lock  Box  No.  102,  Dalton,  Mass. 

Miss  Charlotte  Sophronia  Tower,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

Martin  Eugene  Smith,  395  Bridge  Street,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Km. ma  ,).  Tower  Stoddard,  17U9  Warren  Avenue,  Brockton,  Mass. 

Charles  Wesley  Tower,  70  Sorrento  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Miss  Florence  Nightingale  Bates,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

Oliver  Tower,  V.  ().  Box  101,  Hingham,  Mass. 

George  Arms  Tower,  Edgewood  It.  H.  No.  2,  Richmond,  \  a. 

Miss  Alice  Morse  Tower,  Hotel  Puritan,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gilbert  Sanders  Tower,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Lottie  Wallace  Tower,  Cummington,  Mass. 

Dr.  David  Bates  Tower,  314  Broadway  Market   Building,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Daniel  Webster  Tower,  907  Jefferson  Avenue,  S.  E.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Abbott  Tower,  2-1  Eollon  Street,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

George  Edward  Tower,  1032  Garfield  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

This  motion  was  duly  seconded  and  so  voted. 

New    Business  : 

The  Secretary  reported  that  there  was  no  new  business  to  come  before  this 
meeting,  but  he  would  present  the  following: 

RESOLVED  that, 

WHEREAS,  the  Congress  of  these  United  States  of  America  in  April.  1  * >  1 T . 
authorized  our  President  to  declare  a  state  of  war  to  exist  between  our  beloved 
country  and  the  German   Empire,  and 

WHEREAS,  because  of  such  declaration  the  youth  and  manhood  and 
womanhood  of  this  country  have  been  called  to  the  service  to  support  the  call  of 
arms  and  principles  of  our  beloved  country  in  the  defense  of  Liberty  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  we,  the  descendants  of  John  Tower1  do  hereby  for 
ourselves  and  the  members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  pledge  ourselves 
with  all  our  power,  strength,  ability  and  resources  to  uphold  the  principles  of 
this  government  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war,  to  the  end  that  justice 
shall  prevail  and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people 
shall   not   perish   on   this  earth. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  Secretary  then  moved, 
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That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  Society  Iks  formally  extended  to  the  1918 
Reunion  Committee  and  to  Charles  Wesley  Tower  of  Springfield  for  their  gen- 
erous services  in  promoting  this  reunion,  and  also  to  the  City  of  Springfield  and 
its  Mayor  Frank  E.  Stacy  for  the  generous  use  of  their  public  buildings,  and  to 
the  Springfield  Board  of  Trade,  to  whose  efforts  along  lines  of  publicity  and  enter- 
tainment are  due  in  a  measure  the  success  of  this  Seventh  lieu n ion  of  the  de- 
scendants of  .John  Tower1. 

This  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  with  cheers. 

The  Chairman  thanked  the  members  of  the  Society  for  their  courtesy  and 
co-operation,  and  announced  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  would  be  m  order,  as  the 
banquet  would  be  ready  in  halt'  an  hour. 

It  was  moved  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower  that  the  Society  adjourn  sine  die, 
and  this  motion  being  seconded  the  Acting  President  declared  the  meeting  ad- 
journed sine  die  at   5.45  r.  M. 

At  test, 


/ 


'coining  /N'cn 


'tarv  Pro  'I 


#"**> 


MISS   FLORENCE   KSTET.LE  TOWER    (« 

V.i  Seminary  Avenue,  Aulmrndate,  Mass. 

Mrml.ri  of  the  Exeeutivc  Ittunl 

Jeremiah  Hranrli 
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MEETING  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

OF  THE  TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Cooler  Hold,  Springfield,  Mass., 
Friday,  Augusl  23,  1918. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following  notice, 
copy  of  which  was  duly  mailed  to  each  member  of  the  Board. 
Notice: 

70  Sorrento  Street,  Springfield,  Mass.,  August  (i,  191K, 
To  the  Executive  Hoard  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society:    - 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Cooley 
Hotel,  Springfield,  Mass.,  on  Friday,  August  23,  at  4.30  i\  m.  for  the  following 
purposes: 

First.  To  hear  all  reports  of  committees  and  officers  for  the  veal's  since  the 
hist  meeting  of  the  Hoard. 

Sevoml.   To  transact  any  business  thai  may  properly  conic  before  the  meeting. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  members  may  be  present  at  the  meeting. 

Per  order  of  the  President. 

Respectfully  yours, 
WALTER  LAMOXT  TOWER,  Recording  Secretary. 
Per  ELECTA  GREGORY  TOWER,  Assistanl  Recording  Secretary. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  older  at  3.50  i\  m.  by  the  President  .lames  Wallace 
Tower. 

These  members  were  present: 

.James  Wallace  Tower,  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Mrs.  Electa  Gregory  Tower, 
Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  and  Frank  Warren  Tower,  being  a  quorum. 

These  members  were  absent  : 

John  Henry  Tower,  Florence  Estelle  Tower,  George  Warren  Tower,  and 
Daniel  Nichols  tower. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Hoard  held  at  the  Hotel  Essex, 
Boston,  Mass.,  April  21,  11)17,  were  read  and  approved. 

Moved  by  Frank  Warren  Tower,  seconded  by  Gilbert  .Judson  Tower,  that 
the  President  appoint  a  committee  with  power  to  print  a  report  for  1917  and 
1918,  also  to  print  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Society  to  accompany 
said  report ;    so  voted  unanimously. 

Moved  by  Frank  Warren  Tower,  seconded  by  Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  that 
the  committee  created  by  previous  motion  be  empowered  to  secure  new  member- 
ship certificates  and  new  stationery  in  amount  sufficient  for  immediate  needs; 
so  voted  unanimously. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Electa  Gregory  Tower,  seconded  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower, 
that  the  Executive  Hoard  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lucius  Warren  Bartlett  for 
his  valuable  service  during  tin1  past  seven  years  as  Auditor  of  the  Tower  Gen- 
ealogical   Society;     so    voted    unanimously. 

Moved  by  Frank  Warren  'bower,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Electa  Gregory  Tower 
that  the  Executive  Board  appoinl  Herbert  Lorenzo  Tower  (member  number  397 J 
as  auditor  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  for  one  year  or  until  his  successor 
is  appointed;    so  voted  unanimously. 

Moved  by  Electa  Gregory  Tower,  seconded  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  that 
the  Towei-  Genealogical  Society  do  not  hold  a  Tower  reunion  in  the  year  1919; 
so  voted   unanimously. 

Moved  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  seconded  by  Frank  Warren  Tower,  t hat 
the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  formally  tendered  to  Mrs.  Electa  Gregory  Tower, 
(member  number  3G4)  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  for  the  excellent  music  which  we 
all  enjoyed  at   the  seventh  reunion;    so  voted. 

Moved  by  Frank  Warren  Tower,  seconded  by  Gilbert  .Judson  Tower,  that 
this  meeting  be  adjourned  sine  die;   it  was  so  declared  bv  the  President  at  5.45  p.m. 

Attest, 


^^^a^&^  C^L**€<nZ£^  lZp^ 


(») 


Recording  Seeretarv. 


■   **%*> 


i  • .  • 


MRS.    ELECTA   (GREGORY)     TOWER   (10) 

70  Sorrento  Street.  Springfield,  Mass. 

Assistant  Recording  Secretary 

(Jeremiah  Rranch) 


REGISTRATION  AT  THE  SEVENTH 
REUNION 


Springfield,  Muss.,  June  20  and  21,  1!)IS 

iiulirntwl  by  a 


Members  of  the  Tower  ( ieneaiogieal  Snnrw 
When  the  state  is  omit  tod  Mass.  is  understood. 


liij  (h<  tuum  of  T 


All.,  it  David,  Springfield 
•  All..,  ]   David.  Mrs  .  Springfield. 
'All.-.    Catherine,  South  Boston. 

AH.r  Eudnra.  Uussell. 

(Tail,-  Henrv,  llolvoke  (dead). 

Charles  Henrv.   Mis  .  llolvoke. 
M  Tail,-  Wesley.  Springfield. 
*(Tar!,-  Wesley,  Mrs.,  Springfield. 
*Cluulotte  Sophjonia.  Coliasset'.  ' 

Clarence  Dwight.  Southwick. 

Clifford    Itusscll,    Ku-.-rll. 

(  Till,, r, I   Kusseil,  Mrs.,  Kussell. 
'Clinton  liailev,  Leeds. 

Clyde  H  .  Springfield. 

Ciilten  Bryant.  Springfield. 

Cullen  Bryant,  Mrs.,  Springfield. 

Edna  A..  Springfield". 

Elizabeth.  Spriiifdifltl. 

Esther  Grai-c.  Sprimrli.-ld. 
'Frank  Wuiirn,  Springfield. 

Frank    Wain  n.   Mis.,  S|  n  l  ligflel.  1. 
Tr.-d,  rick  Julius,  Alhany.  N.  Y 

Ti.-.l.-nrk  Julius.  Mrs..  Albany,  N.  Y. 

*l    red     I. VI. ..III.     l'ttl-luTl 

*(ieorgc  Harrison.  Springfield. 

Cower.  Ilani-Mi,.  Mrs.,  Springfield. 

George  Martin.  Spriimludtl. 
'(;,,„■-.■  Warren,  South   Boston. 
"George  Warn 'ii.  Mis.,  South  Boston, 
•(lilberi  Judsoii.  Shelburac  Kails. 
•Henrv  Auuustus,  North  Adams. 

Heiir'v  Levi.  Agawam. 

Henrv  Louis,  Wonhingion. 

Ili-nrv  l.<>m-.  Mr-  .  Worthing  on. 

Il.-id.-it    Lorenzo,  Springfield. 

Herb,  rl   Lorenzo.  Mrs.,  Springfield. 

Lewis  Clark.  Smith  Orange,  X    .!. 

Lewis  Clark.  Mrs.,  South  grange,  N.  ,) . 

Loriii"  Han, ui, i.  Pittsfichl. 
•Mm,, i,  Luther.  Chicopec. 

Kussell   Ii.,   North  Adams. 

Ibissell  Clifford,  Hus.-.li. 
*Theodore  Parker,  Cummington. 
*Theodore  Parker,  Mrs.,  Cummington. 
'Walter  Laniout,  Dalton. 
*\Valtt'r   I. am, ,iil.    Mrs..    Dalloii. 
♦Walter  Monroe,  Northampton, 

William  ll.nrv,  Springfield. 

William  Alfred,  Greenfield, 

William  Alfml,  Mrs.,  (  ireonfiekl. 

Other  than  Tower: 

•Artirary,  Mrs.  Fanny  G.,  Somervdle. 

Articary,  J.  Stanley,  Somerville. 

Ballard,  Nathan  Ii'.,  Springfield. 

liallard,  Ltiki  C.  Springfield. 

liallou,  Edna  Id,  II.  Greenfield. 
*Bartlett,  Alar  10.,  Springfiekl 
'Bartlett,    I. in in-   Wan, -ii.    Windsor,   Conn. 
*Jiowker,   Mrs.  I'.dith  Tower,  Springfiekl. 

Bowker,  Edwin  I...  Springfiekl. 

Hindi. k.   Mr-    Mildred  Tower,   I'ittsfield. 

Brazill,  Mrs.  (Jertrudo  Tower,  New  York,  NY 

Brazill,  Manuel  J. 

Collin.  Mr-    Nellie,  Suim-rviHc  (visitor). 


in, 


Coffin,   Kenneth,  Somerville  (visiloi  - 
'Dickinson,  Mrs    Louise  Tower,  llolvoke. 

Dickinson,  Everett   M  .  llolvoke. 
'Duffcy,  Mrs.   Edna  Smut,.  Northampton 

Edwards,  (hail,-.-  11..  New   Britain    Conn 

Edwards,  Mrs.  Charles  II..  New  Britain   Conn 
'l.-irr.  Mrs    Crl.-mna  Tower,  llolvoke 

Foster,  C.  Herhert,  llolvoke 
Cat,'-,  (Tail.-  \\  illlam,    Petersham 

<  dl>!».  Mis:  .I-iii.i  T  ,  \\  , -Hi, -1.1  ..vi-ii,».  ) 

llarnman.   Ernest   C,   Northampton 

llanimaii,  Ernest  Tower.  Northampton. 

llairiman.  Joyee  Carda.   N,,rt  i,a  mpt on 
'lliirlhut.  Mrs.  Catherine  Tower    Sudburv 

llinll-iit.  Hull,-.  Sudburv 

Jewett,   Albert    I)  ,   New  York.  N.   Y. 

Jewett,  Charles  I    .  Springfield 

Iveig,  Marv  I...  Springfield. 

Kelley.  Josephine  K..  Springfiekl. 

Kenfield,   Mrs.   Ilattie  French,  Chieoine  I  .,11- 

Lindsey,  Mrs.  Carrie  Tower.  Springfield 

Lindsev,  Jam,.-  A 
'  Maxim,  Mis.  Abbie  Tow.  i     Warren 

Newell,  Mrs.  George  L  .  Pitlsfidd. 

Newell,  ITekm  Mas-,  West  field. 

Newton.   Mr-.  Susie   Italian!,   Hartford,  Conn 

Niehols,  l)oiotl,\-  Lothrop,  C.l,a  —  -t 

Prase,  Elsie  French,  Hampden. 
*Pease,  Mrs.  I. ilia.  Hatfield. 
dVrk.    Mrs,    Elizabeth    Tower,    NVw    Brit: 
Conn. 

Peck.    Mis-    Elizabeth    Tower,    New    Brit: 
Conn 

Perkins,   Mrs.  Abhie  Tower,  Springfield,   \ 


Perkins,  J.  Ozro,  Sjuingfiekl,  Vermont. 
•I»i*m«,  Martha  Aliee,  Chie«»pee 
M'riii.-r,  Mrs.  Martha  A    Towei-,  Northampton 

Itansehausen,  James  W..  llolvoke. 

Ibinsehausen.   Mr-    Jam,-  \\  '.  Ht.lvoke. 
M;o>s,  William   John,  North    Plants.  Mass 

Sauth.-r.    Mrs     Helena    Tons,,.    New     Britain, 
Conn. 

Sauther,  Stephen,  New  Britain,  Conn 

Schmidt,    Mrs,    Amelia   Tower,    New    liritain. 

Conn. 
•Slu-rman,  i:ila  Estelle,  North  Adams. 

Smart,  M.-.   Marv   Kilborne.   Lt»njinieadow. 

Somhoi-.-r.   Hurt  Tvler,  Springfiekl. 

Somborger,  Marv  C,  Springfield  I  visitor*. 
*Somborger,  Mr-.  Isabelle  I  ',  llavdenville. 
*Smith,  Martin  Eugene,  Northampton. 
'Smith.  Sa.lir  Irene,  Northampton. 

Stevens,  Mis.  W.  Fred,  New  Britaiu,  Conn. 
*Suhanek.  Mrs    Ermina  L  .  Windsor,  Conn. 

Swrrt.  Mix  ( 'lim.-ua  Hell.  Springfield. 

Swet't,  Alfred  1)..  Springfield. 
'  Tott.-r.lah-.  Mrs.   II,,. ,-.„-,■  M  .  Stafford,  N.  Y. 

Totterdale,  John  W..  Slat)',. id.  N.  \' 
Ulru-h.    Mrs.   Flora    Haiti, tt     Hartf«»rd.  Conn 


Notk.— RtrHumhtr.  Then;  are  always  de- 
scendants and  thru  friends  who  fail  t,,  register. 
II  your  name  docs  not  appear  in  the  above  li-i 
you  wire  either  not  present  or  failed  to  register. 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THE  TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

( 1  ncor  poraled) 

PAST  AND  PRESENT 


Below  will  In:  found  a  complete  list  of  all  persons  who  have  served  as  officers 
of  the  Towkr  ( Iene alocical  Society,  and  the  length  of  time  they  have  hwkl 
that  office.  The  exceptions  ait'  the  Honorary  Vice-Presitlents  and  oflicers  pro 
tempore.  The  Society  was  incorporated,  Mav  9,  1000,  and  temporary  olliccrs 
were  elected  May  10,"  1909.  Permanent  officers  were  elected  May  31,  1909  (a 
legal  holiday),  and  were  legally  confirmed  June  3,   1909. 

*C»kor(jk  Warren  Towku,  President,  May  10,  1000.  to  Jidy  3,  1010. 
James  \Y a i. lack  Tower,  President,  July  3,  191(5  to— 

*W alter  Lamont  Tower,  Vice-President,  May  10,  1909,  to  June  Is,  1010. 
Daxiel  Nichols  Tower,  Vice-President,  .June  is,  1910,  to— 
'Sarah  iHkald)  Tomer,  Corresponding  Secretary,  May  10,  1000,  to  June  3, 

1000. 
*WaltEr  Lamoxt  Tower,  Corresponding  Secretary,  .June  :>,  1909,  to— 
+*FraNcis  LeonTower,  Recording Secretary,  MaylO,  1909,  to. June  20.  101s. 
*Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Recording  Secretary,  June  20,  1 9 IS,  to— 
t*(iE»R(.'K  IvKdixoton  Towkk,  Treasurer,  May  10,  1909,  to  June  IS,  1010. 
James  Wallace  Tower,  Treasurer,  .June  IS,  1010,  to  July  3,  1910. 
{Oliver  Towkk,  Treasurer,  .July  3,  1010,  to  .June  20,  1918*. 
(  iIlher t  .1 1  nso\  Tower,  Treasurer,  June  20,  1918,  to 

tC.XKL  Vernon  Towkk,   Asst.    liecording  Secretary,    February    13,    10lf>,   to 

'.June  20,  101s. 
Mrs.  Electa  (Greuory)  Tower,  Asst.  Uec.  Secretary,  June  20,   191S,  to  — 

EXECUTIVE   ItOAUD  MEMBERS 

f*LEvi  Lincoln  Tower,  Mav  10,  1000,  to  June  18,  1912. 
Moiix  Iukook  Tower,  May  10,  1000,  to  June  3,  1909. 
*Mks.  Lillian  Leslie  (JounsonJ  Tower,  May  10,  1909,  to  June  3,  1000. 
*Bikoi>s  (Tikkord  Tower,  May  10,  1000,  to  June  3,  1909. 

Oljver  Tower,  June  3,  1000,  to  July  3,  1916. 
|*Mrs.  Sarah  (Heald)  Tow  kk,  June  3,  1000,  to  November  12.  1010. 

James  Wallace  Towkr,  June  3,  1000,  to  June  IS,  1010. 
{Henry  Augustus  Towku,  June  3,  1000,  to  June  is,  1010. 

John  Henry  Tower,  June  IS,  1010,  to — 

('.mil  Vernon  Tower,  November  12,  1010,  to  February  13,  1915. 

Florence  Estelle  Tower,  July  20,  1012,  to  — 
*(ii:oR(;K  Warren  Tower,  July  3,  1010,  to — 

Frank  Warren  Towkr,  June  20,  1918,  to — 


Lucius  Warren  BartLett,  Auditor,  June  3,  1011,  to  August  2."-!,  1918. 
Ukrrkrt  Lorenzo  Towkr,  Auditor,  August  2:5,  1918,  to 


Member  of  Original  Organization.        fUied  in  office.        {Resigned  office. 
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THE  EXPERIENCES  OF  ONE  MICHIGAN 
PIONEER 


As  Related  by  his  Grandaugliter,  MISS  ADDIE  1).  STEVENSON,10  Member  No.  3«2 

ELZEH  BIRD8,  grandson  of  Sarah  Tower  Hates",  came  to  Michigan 

'rum  Manchester,  New  York,  in  the  year  1833,  returning  the  next  year 
o  Manchester  for  his  family,  which  a1  that  time  consisted  of  his  wife 
mil  two  little  daughters,  Prances  and  Catherine. 
At  that  time  they  were  several  days  making  the  trip  l>v  boat  from 
Buffalo  to  Detroit.  After  reaching  Detroit,  Mr.  Bird  purchased  two  Yoke  of  Oxen. 
Having  brought  his  wagon  with  him  he  loaded  his  goods  and  with  the  family 
started  on  his  homeward  way  through  the  wilderness  to  Livingston  County.  The 
roads  were  in  such  had  condition  t  hat  the  wagon  would  sink  into  deep  holes  or  hits 
from  which  it  was  impossible  for  the  Oxen  to  draw  the  load  out  on  firm  ground. 
My  Grandfather  would  patiently  unload,  gel  the  wagon  out  on  solid  ground  and 
reload.    Quite  different  from  the  way  autos  spin  over  the  same  road  today! 

Gardner  Bird,  Uncle  of  Melzer  Bird,  lived  one-half  mile  away  from  Grand- 
father's farm,  so  when  the  family  arrived  they  had  a  place  to  stay  until  Grand- 
father could  build  a  log  house.  There  were  so  many  in  the  two  families,  my  ( i rand- 
mot  her  did  her  cooking  out-of-doors  by  a  stump.  When  they  moved  into  then- 
own  home,  tire  was  carried  on  a  shovel,  as  there  were  no  matches  in  those  days, 
and  fire  was  not  allowed  to  go  out,  it  being  too  precious.  At  that  time  the  only 
way  to  heat  the  houses  or  cook  was  by  a  fireplace,  as  it  was  called  then.  There 
was  plenty  of  wood  and  quite  large  logs  were  burned.  I  have  heard  old  people 
tell  about  how  one  side  would  be  burning  while  the  other  was  freezing. 

My  Mother,  Francos  Bird  Sfeveiison,  used  to  tell  the  following  incident. 
Her  Mother  placed  the  tea  kettle  on  the  logs  to  boil,  and  later  the  logs  fell  apart 
and  let  the  kettle  fall  over.  The  hot  water  running  down  through  a  hole  in  the 
hearth,  which  was  made  of  stones,  out  came  a  big  snake,  or  partly  so,  as  he  was 
too  large  to  come  out  entirely.  Grandfather  took  the  tongs  and  pulled  it  out  the 
rest  of  the  way  and  dispatched  him  to  the  place  dead  snakes  go. 

At  first  they  did  not  have  any  doors  and  hung  blankets  over  the  openings. 
My  Mother  well  remembers  the  wolves  howling  and  scratching  on  the  outside 
of  the  house. 

Mr.  Bird  would  sometimes  have  to  be  gone  over  night,  it  being  so  far  to  go 
to  get  supplies.  Grandmother  and  the  children  would  be  obliged  to  stay  alone, 
and  at  such  times  she  would  take1  the  children  to  the  upper  part  of  the  house  and 
when  she  was  reads'  to  go  to  bed  draw  up  the  ladder  and  place  it  over  the  opening. 

Melzer  Bird  would  walk  24  miles  to  Ann  Arbor,  or  forty  to  Detroit,  before  he 
had  horses,  and  carry  supplies  home  on  his  back. 

At  one  time  he  heard  there  were  forty  acres  of  timber  land  to  be  sold  on  what 
is  called  tax  title1  and,  wanting  the  land,  he  walked  to  Detroit  and  bought  it.  Just 
as  Mr.  Bird  was  coming  down  the  court  house  stairs  he  met  another  man  going  up 
who  was  after  the  same  piece  of  land.  Neither  knew  the  other  wanted  it  and  they 
both  had  walked  to  Detroit.  Grandfather  being  six  feet  two  inches  tall,  was  able 
to  get  over  the  ground  faster. 

When  the  Birds  first  came  to  Michigan,  the  only  way  they  had  of  lighting 
the  house  at  night  was  by  a  small  britannia  lamp  they  brought  with  them,  an 
odd  looking  affair.  There  was  a  place  to  draw  in  candle  wick  ami  some  kind  of 
oil  or  grease  was  burned  in  it.  When  it  was  needed  as  a  lantern  it  was  placed  in  a 
round  tin  frame  with  holes  punched  in  the  sides  to  let  the  light  si  line  out. 

Grandfather  brought  from  Detroit  the  first  kerosene  oil  lam]),  and  they  had 
it  for  a  vear  before  Grandmother  would  allow  it  to  be  lighted,  she  being  so  afraid 
of  it. 

The  Indians  were  quite  plentiful  at  that  time,  but  friendly.  One  night  one 
walked  into  the  house,  there  being  nothing  to  keep  him  out,  and  stood  over  the 
bed  where  Grandfather  was  and  kept  saying  "Light,  light."  The  Indian  had 
taken  so  much  fire  water  he  could  not  sec  to  get  back  to  camp,  and  wanted  to 
borrow  the  lantern  to  find  his  way.  Grandfather  let  him  have  it.  Grandmother 
objected  and  said  they  would  never  see  it  again,  but  the  Indian  brought  it  back 
the  next  day. 
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Often  the  Indians  would  line  up  on  then'  ponies  in  front  of  the  house,  and  a 
big  one  would  come  to  the  house  with  a  long  knife  in  his  hand  and  demand  some- 
thing to  eat,  atid  you  may  be  sure  he  got  what  was  cooked.  They  never  harmed 
anyone,  though  at  such  times  the  children  would  hide.  I  have  often  heard  my 
Aunt  Adeline  Bird  tell  about  her  and  her  sister  Kate  crawling  in  between  the 
potato  vines  t<»  hide  from  the  Indians. 

Melzer  Bird  was  a  very  useful  man  in  :i  new  country,  having  learned  the 
Cooper  and  Carpenters  trade  before  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  was  called  on  to 
make  all  the  tighl  barrels,  houses,  barns  and  even  coffins  for  the  country  miles 
around.  lie  made  103  coffins  before  they  could  do  better.  .Made  the  coffins  for 
one  family  from  black  walnut  lumber  that  the  man  had  brought  with  him  for  that 
purpose.  Mr.  Bird  even  took  lumber  from  his  own  barn  to  make  a  coffin  for  one 
man's  wife.     Afterwards  this  man  was  mean  enough  never  to  pay  for  it. 

( Irandfather  built  the  firsl  stoned  up  well,  and  it  is  still  in  use.  lie  was  Post- 
master, Justice  of  the  Peace  and  held  other  offices.  There  is  one  member  of  his 
family  -till  living,  and  on  the  same  farm,  Mulia  Adeline  Bird.  There  were  seven 
children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters  in  Melzer  Bird's  family. 

March  1014. 

»  Mi~  .lull.,  A.I.  I. in-  Bir.l  ,!i.-.l  September  17.   l'.U.V 


HONOR   ROLL 

OF  TUB  TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Member  No.  41— John  Ibrook  Tower10,  Jeremiah  Branch,  Private  Co.  D,  101st 
B.  S.  Engineers  20th  Division,  A.  J':.  F. 

Member  No.  72 — Gilbert   Sanders  Tower,   Ibrook  Branch.   Lieut.  C.  S.  Navy 
Assistant  Prof.  Naval  Architecture,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

Member   No.  20o— Eugene  Nichols  Tower",  Ibrook  Branch,  Sergeant.  Hdqts. 
Co.  3rd  Pioneer  Infantry,  A.  K.  B. 

**Member  No.  377— Hoy  Arthur  Tower',  Ibrook  Branch,  2d  Lieut,  Battery  C, 
4th  Uegt.  B.  A.  Replacement  Depot,  Camp  Jack-on,  S.  C.  Discharged 
December    20,     BUS. 

Member  No.  &*$ — Miss  Gertrude  Cushiug  Tower1",  Jeremiah   Branch,  Nurse, 
American   Ambulance   Hospital,    Neuilly,    Brance. 


**U„y.A.  T<>w«rrw.iH  :"    l-la"«  tlritmle,  Texas,  in    I  lie  Mexican    tturtli 
January  .  I U 1 7 ,  as  Private,  Co.  I),  I'd  Minnesota  Infant  r\  ,  ^National  Ciu 


June,  lillli,  i. 


DBBS 


When  remitting  your  dues  please  remember  i hat  we  have  a  new  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Gilbert  Judson  Tower  of  Shelburne   Kails,   Mass.     If  members  who  are  in 

arrears  would  please  make  payment  it  would  greatly  aid  the  Society  in  the  prog- 
ress of  its  work. 


TOWERS  AND  TOWER  DESCENDANTS    LX  THE  SERVICE 

Sargent  F.  Tower,  Chief  dinner,  U.  S.  S.  Hilton,  A.  E.  F. 

Benjamin  C.  Tower,   Private,  Mattery  A,    lOisi    Field   Artillery,  20th  Division, 

a.  k.  r. 

*Cluirles  It.  Tower,  Private,  Co.  L.  20th  Infantry,  1st  Division,  A.  E.  F. 

Edgar  I).  Tower,  Private,  Co.  A,  <)th  Infantry,  2nd  Division  A.  E.  F. 

Russell  A.  Towci-,  Private,  Co.  A,  33rd  Infantry,  Canal  Zone,  Panama. 

Eugene  II.  Tower,  .Jr.,  I'.  S.  X.  K.  F. 

Harold   Tower,    Aviation. 

Charles  C  Cammons,  2d    Lieut.,  302d    Machine  Chin    Battalion,  70th  Division, 

A.  I!.  F. 

Stanley  lleald.  2d  Lieut.,  303rd  Field  Artillery,  70th  Division,  A.  K.  F. 

Josiah  Wheelwright,  1st    Lieut.,  Aviation,  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Robert   W.  Tirrell,  Scmnaii,    LT.  S.   Navy. 

DorothyS.   Nichols,   Statistical    Draftsman,    Ordinance    Department,   Washing- 
ton, 1).  C. 

Tower  Whitney,  Infantry,  Camp  D'evens,  Mass. 

*  Killc.l  in  action  July  IS,  l'.US. 


THE   HONOR  ROLE 

Those  stars  on  your  service  flag  and  those  names  upon  the  "Honor  Roll"  of 
your  home  town,  telling  of  tin'  service  which  brother,  father,  or  son  has  performed 
for  America  and  of  the  sacrifices  which  you  have  made,  are  dear  to  you.  They  are 
names  of  Towers,  or  of  Tower  descendants.  Let  the  T.  (1.  S.  share  your  pride. 
Send  the  name  of  your  relative  at  once  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society.  If  you 
will  include  a  brief  biographical  sketch  and  some  item  of  interest  in  connection 
with  his  service,  so  much  the  better.  We  wish  a  complete  list  of  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  of  other  Towers  and  Tower  descendants  who  have  aided  their  country 
in  some  capacity  during  the  war. 
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T 
of  the 

MEMIJE 
NO. 
13 

*28 

47 

64 

75 

95 

121 

§135 

152 

166' 

181 

211 

220 

297 

311 

312 

360 


he  Corresponding  Secretary  has  received  notice  of  deaths  among  members 
Toweh  Genealogical  Society  since  the  issue  of  the  last  report,  as  follows: 


Mrs.  Katherinc  Stone  (King10)  Hathaway,  of  Waverly,  Mass.,  died  Octo- 
ber 0.  1918,  age  30  years. 
Charles   Henry  Tower7,  of   Holyoke,    Mass.,   died    November   is,    1918, 

age  89  years. 
Mrs.  Marietta  (Tower7)  Gardner,  of  Keene,  X.  II.,  died  December  HO, 

1918,  age  71  years. 
David  Albertiii  Tower9,  New  York,  X.  V.,  died  May  23,   1917,  age  71 

years. 
Mrs.  Zilpha  Jane  (Bartlett9)  Bartlett,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  died  January  3, 

1918,  age  75  years. 
Lendal  Pratt  Tower7,  of  Sterling  Junction,  Mass.,  died  July  4,  1915,  age 

85  years. 
Mrs.  Olive  Gould  (Tower9)  Eager,  uf  Anburndale,  Mass.,  died  March  2, 

1918,  uge  7-1  years. 
Willis  Augustus  Congdon9,  of  South  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  died  July  28,  1918, 

a<ic  52  years. 
Miss   Hannah  Sophia  Tower7,  of  San   Diego,  Cal.,  died  June  29,    1916, 

age  84  years. 
Stanley   Butts  Tower8,   of  Brooklyn,   X.    V.,   died   December  27,    1916, 

age  26  years. 
Elisha   Horton   Tower8,   of   Lexington,    Mass.,   died    December  4,    1918, 

age  74  years. 
First    Honorary   Vice-President,    Peter  Tower8,   of   Belmont,    Me.,   died 

February  24,  1917,  age  100  years  and  10  months. 
Mrs.    timeline   Ko/ilia   (Tower8)   Harris,   of  Columbiaville,    Mich.,   died 

February  1,  1917,  age  07  years. 
Lyman  Francis  Williams8,  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  died  May  1,   1918,  age 

54  years. 
Mrs.  Frances  Hannah  (Wood8)  Barr,  of  Rochester,  X".  Y.,  died  Decem- 
ber 15,  191 S,  age  OS  years. 
Third  Honorary  Vice-President,  George  Daniel  Tower9,  of  Mcndota,  111., 

died  April  24,  1918,  age  05  years. 
Edwin  Clarence  Tower9,  of  Eureka,  Cal.,  died  March  20,  1918,  age  59 

years. 


*  Chiulcs  Henry  Tower  was  the  father  of  our  President   and   always  actively  interested   in   the 
welfare  of  our  Society.     He  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest   descendant   attending   the  last 

reunion. 


Willis  Augustus  C'oi 


was  hm 


it  his  old  h 


Newhurvnoit,  Mi 


Issued  this  His!  day  of  December,  191X,  by  order  of  the  Fxecutive  Board  of 
the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 
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REPORTS  OF  THE  ANNUAL 
MEETINGS  OF  THE  TOWER 
GENEALOGICAL    SOCIETY 


HELD  AT  CLINTON  HALL  IIOTKL 
SPRINGFIELD;  MASS..  FRIDAY 
S  E  FT  E  M  W  E  II  T  W  K  X  T  V-FO  I"  RTII,  ID  3  U 
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"  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  that  thy  nay*  may  be  long  upon  tin 
(and  which  the  Lord  thy  God  ninth  ttwc." 


GO  WITH  VOIR   FAMILY,  SIR 

(Abb  YKbXOX  TOWtilt 
VoUeiieriUe,  ruin. 


**^  m  -^\  1  MX  the  hero  of  Disraeli's  ''Cbnihgsby"  ventured  upon  :i  certain 
Mr  ■  ^tt  occasion  to  express  iin  opinion  of  his  own.  lie  was  met  h\  1he  rebuke  of 
B  ■  liis  grandfather,  "  You  go  with  your  family,  sir,  like  a  gentleman;  you 

\   I    F   are  not    to  consider  vour  opinions,   like  a    philosopher  or  a    politieai 
^*^     adventurer." 

The  |>resenl  writer,  like  the  hero  of  "Coningsby,"  has  too  often  ventured 
upon  iiici'c  opinions,  regarding  the  past  and  present  condition  of  thai  ancient  and 
honorable  science  termed" "Genealogy,"  and  of  the  opportunities  which  a  numer- 
ous, intelligent,  and  well-organized  family  like  our  own  may  tind  for  converting 
il  into  something  having  intelligible  connection  with  sister  seieiiecv,  and  real  hear- 
ing upon  the  real  problems  of  everyday  life  in  which  everyday  men  and  women 
are  interested. 

For,  after  all,  we  have,  to  learn  what  things  are  by  doing  them.  We  were  Repub- 
licans, or  Democrats,  Baptists,  or  [Episcopalians,  Methodists,  or  1'nited  Brethren, 
long  before  we  ventured  to  ask  ourselves  tehy  we  were  one  or  the  other  if-we  ever 
did  ask  the  quest  ion --and  evolution  has  in  like  manner  decreed  that  we  should  be 
genealogists  and  members  of  genealogical  societies  before  raising  and  satisfying 
speculative  doubts  as  to  the  whither  and  wherefore  of  g  inealogy. 

So  it  is  with  a  distinct  feeling  of  relief  thai  1  turn  from  genealogical  adven- 
turing in  Introductions  hortatory,  didactic,  or  expository,  and,  going  with  my 
family,  sirs,  like  a  gentleman,  lay  before  you  quite  a  simple  and  orthodox  conee|v- 
I  ion  of  our  need. 

1  say  need  1  in  the  singular;  advisedly;  for  while  a  genealogical  society  like 
our  own  may  in  time  discover  many  needs,  there  is  obviously  but  one  nerd  at 
present  and  frr  us,  if  we  do  but  heed  the  many  voices  that  clamor  on  all  sides. 
Your  own  is  perhaps  one  of  these.  It  is  not  for  yon.  then,  that  the  coming  an- 
nouncement is  to  be  made,  but  for  you  others  who,  with  all  your  loyalty  to  the 
Tower  family  and  its  Society,  have  for  sufficient  reasons  Ween  unable  to  keep  in 
close  touch  with  the  Society  and  its  development  since  thai  memorable  year  of 
its  beginning.  I  MM).    Briefly", 

WE  XKK1)  A  TOW  I'M  GENEALOGY 

"Bui  have  we  not  a  'Tower  Genealogy '?"  I  hear  some  one  say,  No,  Gentle 
Header,  we  have  not  !  Towers  aforetime,  to  whom  t  he  ex  pre— ion  "Gentle  Reader" 
was  not  a  stranger  as  to  us  had  a  "  Tower  ( leuealogv."  We  have  none;  we  have 
only  their  "Gefoealogy." 

"  Bui  by  the  same  argument,"  say  you,  "  IJY  haven't  any  liibb  !" 

Well,  you  may  be  right.  "Agree  with  thine  adversary  quickly."  the  same 
Book  tells  us.     I  low  much  more  quickly  should  one  agree  with  a  brother  in  T.G.S.! 

Bui  I  absolutely  refuse  to  be  drawn  into  religious  controversy,  which  was 
never  to  my  liking.  Besides)  there  is  the  censor  to  be  considered.  You  may  say, 
if  you  like—  as  the  trad  it  ion  that  t  his  is  a  free  country  still  lingers  among  us— that 
the  Xicene  ('reed  and  the  Westminster  Confession  and  the  King  James  version 
and  "Science  ami  Health"  will  be  as  suitable  to  the  need- and  understanding  of  the 
post-quart  ernary  supersavagc  who  shall  one  day  tread  a  wilderness  of  America 
as  for  us;  bill  however  thai  may  be,  you  cannot  stay  the  processes  of  time  and  of 
generation,  nor  can  you  make  a  ( lenealogy  of  the  past  century  useful  in  the  present , 
excellent  though  it  may  have  been  in  its  time,  unless  you  throw  it  a  life-line  and 
establish  a  connection. 

Things  have  happened  since  1885,  beyond  which  date,  says  our  Secretary,  the 
"Tower  Genealogy"  records  few  names.    And  since  that  time  manv  Towers  have 
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been  born;  are  now  being  born— ask  again  the  Secretary  —at  the  rate  of  three  ;i 
day.  Since  ISSn  many  Towers  have  lived,  have  married  and  given  in  marriage. 
Alas!  the  same  Towers — some  of  them — have  died.  Of  all  tin's  those  Towers  whti 
were  passing  out  of  the  "< lentle  Reader"  into  I  he  I  >scar  Wild-'  and  late  Victorian 
era  knew  nothing.  Hence,  of  all  this  they  wrote  nothing.  Therefore,  our  duty 
is  obvious. 

SHALL  WE  ALLOW  TIIK  GAP  TO  WIDKX-? 

Then  doubly  do  we  wrong  those  who  committed  so  excellent  a  Look  as  the 
"Tower  Genealogy"  to  our  charge:  first,  by  throwing  no  life-line  to  the  past 
whereof  it  speaks,  to  connect  that  pasl  with  ourselves  and  make  it  function  in  our 
present  for  our  own  benefit  and  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations,  through  the 
links  that  we  can  supply;  second,  by  speaking  of  that  book  as  OTH  "<  lenealogy." 
Turn  to  Matthew  \\\  .  24-30,  for  there  you  shall  read  my  whole  argumenl  and 
discover  what  happened  to  Hie  man  who  went  and  hid  Ins  talent  in  the  earth, 
doing  nothing,  venturing  nothing  with  that  winch  his  Lord  had  given  him,  thus 
denying  the  use  and  t  he  very  reality  of  t  he  gift . 

Out  of  the  past  we  have  come,  and  from  the  past  we  must  learn  all  that 
can  serve  us  for  guidance  in  the  future.  If  "attention  to  family  and  local  history, 
emphasis  on  genealogy,  open  channels  For  the  descent  of  family  traditions  and 
create  a  sentiment  for  the  past,"  it  is  plain  that  only  records  adequately  revised 
and  completed  from  time  to  time  can  properly  preserve  for  our  posterity  these 
things  which  are  of  greatest  value.  So  it  is  just  because  the  "'Tower  (  lenealogy" 
that  we  profess  to  own,  but  into  the  possession  of  winch  we  shall  not  truly  come 
until  we  have  done  our  Lest  to  enlarge  and  complete  it ,  was  so  excellent  a  geneal- 
ogy after  its  kind,  that  we  now  urge  upon  the  members  of  this  Society  and  upon 
all  'Powers  into  whose  hands  this  Report  shall  fall  the  immediate  necessity  of 
utilizing  the  well-nigh  complete  data  now  available  for  the  compilation  and  publi- 
cation of  a  Second  Tower  (lenealogy. 

With  this  foreword  I  leave  the-  interesting  details  of  the  -let  us  say— forth- 
coming "Tower  (lenealogy"  to  be  featured  competently  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  who  by  years  of  unremitting  labor  has  made  possible  its  publication. 
On  page  0  of  this  general  Report  his  own  may  be  found.  Read  it,  and  in  the 
fuller  realization  of  the  need  which  confronts  us,  buckle  to  your  task  of  devising 
ways  and  means,  having  determined  to  "go  with  your  family"  like  gentlemen. 


POEM 

"Stand  by  the  flag,  on  land  and  ocean  billow, 
By  it  your  fathers  stood,  unmoved  and  true, 
Living,  defended,  dying,  from  their  pillow, 
With  their  last  blessing,  passed  it  on  to  you. 

"Stand  by  the  Hag,  all  doubt  and  treason  scorning. 
Relievo,  with  courage  firm,  and  faith  sublime, 

That  it  will  float  until  the  eternal  morning, 
Rales  in  its  glories  all  the  lights-of  time." 


By  Edmund  \Y.  Burcii.   Member  No.  37s. 


MIfcJ.   SARAH    UlKALl))   ToWKK 

South  Uoston,  Mass. 

Member  Executive  Hoard 


EIGHTH  REUNION  OF  THE  TOWER   FAMILY 
At  Sou  1  h  Hinidiam,  Massachusetts 


w 


July  30th,  1921 


K  gathered,  one  hundred  and  fifty  strong,  on  July  30th,  at  the  Old  Home- 
stead in  Hingham,  to  celebrate  the  eighth  Reunion  of  the  Tower 
family.  Towers  from  all  over  the  country  were  looking  forward  to  this 
occasion,  and  it  seemed  as  though  it  came  at  a  proper  1  imt1  in  that  it 
was  also  the  (late  set  for  the  Tercentenary  of  the  Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 
at  Plymouth,  Mass.  We  thought  that  it  would  bring  a  lot  of  Towers  from  the 
West,  hut  owing  to  abnormal  conditions,  high  railroad  fares,  etc.,  we  were  a  little 
disappointed  in  this  respect . 

However,  those  who  came  felt  well  repaid  as  we  all  had  a  very  pleasant  time. 
The  many  general,  cordial  and  hearty  greetings  testified  to  the  pleasure  enjoyed 
in  a  not  her  opport  unity  to  meet  and  exchange  experiences  since  our  last  gathering. 
The  many  recollect  ions  of  earlier  meetings,  t  he  pleasant  times  we  enjoyed  together, 
the  many  new  friendships  formed  growing  stronger  with  the  passage  of  years, 
seem  to   have  carried    out   the  wishes  of  our  deceased    past   president,  when  he 
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said,  with  all  sincerity,  "I  hope  that  the  Society  will  continue  with  increasing 
interest." 

We  registered  at  the  Old  Homestead  in  the  morning  and  from  there  we  were 
taken,  in  automobiles,  to  the  Wilder  Memorial  Hall,  in  South  llinghniii,  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  usual  exercises,  annual  meeting,  and.  of  course,  the  much  thought  of 
"shore  dinner."  One  hundred  sal  down  to  the  dinner  which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
After  the  dinner  we  all  returned  to  the  Old  Homestead,  where  a  splendid  group 
picture  was  taken  of  those  assembled.  Upon  returning  to  the  hall,  a  short  address 
was  given  by  the  Hey.  Mr.  Peardon  of  the  South  lliugham  ( 'ongregal  ional  Church, 
much  enjoyed  by  all.  After  the  address,  a  brief  business  meeting  was  called.  Mr. 
John  Lbrook  Tower,  son  of  Mr.  ( leorgo  \V.  Tower,  w  ho  now  owns  and  occupies  tin- 
Old  Home,  invited  the  Towers  to  hold  their  next  reunion  at  llingham,  but  our 
president  expressed  the  wish  that  we  might  meet  in  some  western  city.  It  was 
voted  to  place  a  bronze  tablet  on  the  Town-  monument,  in  the  High  Street  ceme- 
tery, in  memory  of  our  pa  si  president,  Mr.  ( leorge  \Y.  Tower,  commemorating  the 
founding  of  1  lie  society  l>y  him. 

After  the  meeting,  we  all  returned  to  the  Old  Homestead  again,  where  we 
passed  a  pleasant  evening,. in  renewing  old  acquaintances,  and  lookng  forward  to 
the  next  reunion,  when  it  is  hoped  that  we  may  all  gather  tog<  ther  again  in  the 
bonds  of  love  and  fraternil  v. 


SARAH   (IIIOALD)  TOWKR, 

( 'hairman  of  Reunion  (  ommil  ti 


HISTORY  OF  VOIR   XA.MF 


LATOUR 

V  Alii  ATIONS— Tour.  Towers,  Tower. 

HAC1  Al.  ORIGIN— French  iiiul  KulHi-Ii 

SOUHCIi— A  locality. 


If  you  know  French  and  just  separate  the  t  wo  elements  of  the  family  name  of 
Latour  into  "  La  Tour"  you  have  the  key  to  its  origin,  which  is  exactly  the  same 
as  that  of  the  Knglish  names  of  Tower  and  Towers. 

Perhaps  it  was  the  very  ease  with  which  these  family  names  could  have  been 
formed  in  the  Middle  Ages  tliiil  is  responsible  for  their  not  being  more  widespread 
today  than  they  are.  Towers  were  quite  plentiful  in  the  Middle  Ages,  both  in 
France  and  in  Kngland.  Nothing  could  be  more  nat  ural  than  to  speak  of  *'(  Scoff  rey 
de  la  Tour,"  or  "  Walter  atte  Tour."  And  the  reason  that  the  names  are  not  more 
frequently  met  with  today,  though  they  are  by  no  means  rare,  is  probably  that 
there  would  be  more  than  one  Geoffrey  or  Walter  al  any  given  "tour,"  or  per- 
haps so  many  "tours"  that  the  word  was  not  always  sufficiently  distinctive. 

The  full  original  form  of  the  French  name  was,  as  indicated,  "de  la  Tour." 
in  virtually  all  instances  time  has  brought  about  an  elimination  of  the  "de"  and 
in  some  cases  of  t  he  "  la."  The  more  English  form  of  Tower  needs  no  furl  her  com- 
ment- But  the  "s"  on  Towers  does  not  represent  an  original  "son."  It  is  merely 
a  euphonic  addi!  ion. 

— Public  Ltil(n  r. 
Philadelphia,  January  4th.  '22. 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


New  York,  December  31,  1921. 
Fellow  Members: 

We  are  sending  you  our  greetings  and  well  wishes,  together  with  a  Report 
of  the  Society's  doings  covering  the  years  1919,  1920  and  1921.  This  report  covers 
a  three  years'  period  as  it  was  necessary  owing  to  the  last  Reunion  being  held  in 
the  third  year  in  order  to  harmonize  with  the  Pilgrim  Celebration,  which  was 
originally  set  for  1920  but  moved  along  to  1921. 

This  year's  Reunion  hcldal  the  Old  Homestead  was  successful  and  all  of  those 
who  attended  apparently  had  an  enjoyable  time.  Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  the  attendance1  was  somewhat   reduced. 

You  will  notice  photo  cuts  of  our  new  officers  and  although  our  Treasurer  has 
held  that  office  for  some  years  hack  and  our  new  Vice  President  was  a  member  of 
the  Kxeeutive  Hoard  for  a  number  of  years,  we  have  newer  had  their  pictures  so 
that  you  could  see  how  good  looking  they  really  are.  We  are  very  glad  to  have 
Mrs.  Sarah  lleald  Tower  back  with  us  again  on  the  Hoard;  a  position  which  she 
held  in  the  early  years.  Many  of  you  will  readily  recall  the  pleasant  and  gracious 
greetings  that  she  has  always"  met  us  with  at  our  Reunions  held  at  the  Old  Home- 
stead. While  Mr.  Martin  Kugenc  Smith  is  the  new  member  of  the  Kxeeutive 
Hoard,  he  lias  been  a  very  faithful  worker  in  Society  matter-  from  the  very  first 
as  he  US  one  of  our  eldest    members. 

With  this  report,  you  will  find  question  |iages  No.  1  and  No. 2.  In  No.  1 ,  you 
will  not  ice  a  summary  of  the  results  i  I'  replies  that  you  made  to  the  Questionnaire 
sent  you  some  lew  years  ago.  The  No.  2  page  is  a  new  set  of  questions  ami  we 
would  like  to  have  you  closely  examine  and  -end  in  answers  and  trust  that  a 
goodh   number  of  replies  may  be  received. 

The  most  urgent  and  serious  matter  t  hat  I  he  Society  now  lias  before  it  is  that 
oi  |Nre|mrmg  and  issuing  a  Second  Volume  of  the  Tower  (Jenealogy.  While  the 
major  port  ion  of  the  data  for  t  his  volume  has  been  secured,  it  is  yet  to  be  compiled 
ami  be  prepared  for  I  he  printer.  There  is  also  additional  data  necessary  to  be  se- 
cured. To  do  this  funds  are  needed  an  I  you  will  find  an  appeal  circular  accompany- 
ing the  Report.  Please  give  this  matter  careful  attention  and  make  such  contri- 
butions as  you  can.  All  of  these  contributions,  no  matter  how  small,  will  be  very 
acceptable  and  help  the  cause  accordingly.  As  soon  as  sufficient  fund-  have  been 
received  or  pledged  we  plan  to  promptly  start  on  the  final  compilation  and  we 
trust  that  I  lie  cause  will  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  you  so  that  the  replies  to  this 
appeal  mav  be  prompt  and  sufficient  to  start  the  work  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  Necrology  List  is  large  with  this  Report  and  we  must  endeavor  to  create 
interest  so  thai  new  members  may  be  added  to  replace  our  losses  by  death.  I  hope 
t  hat  with  your  help  we  may  be  able  to  mi  crest  the  younger  general  ion  in  the  mat- 
ter of  their  ancestry  so  that  they  will  de-ire  to  join  our  Society. 

In  the  year  1923  you  will  likely  desire  to  hold  another  Reunion  and  it  is  not 
too  early  to  begin  to  give  thought  to  this  matter.  Consequently  we  should  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you  with  suggestions  as  to  time  and  place  for  holding  such  a  Reunion. 
I  personally  feel  that  this  next  Reunion  should  be  held  somewhere  in  the  middle 
west  and  hope  that  our  members  from  that  district  may  become  interested  in  a 
movement  for  this  purpose.  The  Reunion  that  was  held  in  1912  in  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  Reunions  we  have  held. 

Yours  very  truly. 


•: 


HT 


President, 


MEETIXG  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

or  THE  TOWEH  GRXEAIjO'GK'AL  SOCIETY 

held  at 
70  Sorrento  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Saturday,  January  31.  1020 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  was  held 
pursuant  to  the  following  notice,  copy  of  which  was  duly  mailed  to  each  member 
of  the  Hoard. 
Notice: 

71)  Sorrento  Street,  Springfield,  Mass.,  .January  22,  1920. 
To  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society: 
A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Hoard  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  the  home  of 
the  Assistant    Recording  Secretary,  .January  ill,    ti)20,  to  transact  the  following 
business: 

First:     To  hear  reports-of  officers. 
Second:     To  determine  the  date  for  the  next  reunion 

Third:     To  do  and   transact    any  other  business   thai    may   properly  come 
before  the  meeting. 

Signed  respectfully, 

ELECTA  GREGORY  TOWER. 
Assistant  Recording  Secretary. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.40  I\  M.  by  the  President,  James  Wal- 
lace Tower. 

These  members  were  present  : 

James  Wallace  Tower,  Mrs.  Electa  Gregory  Tower,  Gilbert  Ji.idson  Tower, 
Frank  Warren  Tower  and  Walter  Latnont  Tower,  being  a  quorum. 

(Your  Secretary  noted  the  presence  at  this  meeting  of  member  Xo.  5)4,  ( 'ha  ties 
Wesley  Tower,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  our  Auditor,  Herbert  Lorenzo  Tower, of 
Springfield,  Mass.) 

These  members  were  absent: 

John  Henry  Tower,  Florence  Estelle  Tower,  Daniel  Nichols  Tower  and 
( leorge  Warren  Tower. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Hoard  held  at  the  Coolcy  Hotel, 
Springfield,   Mass.,  AllgUSl   23,   1918,  were  read. 

Mo\i:n:  Hy  Frank  Warren  Tower  and  seconded  by  Gilbert  Jiidson  Tower 
thai  these  minutes  be  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

So  voted  unanimously. 

The  combined  report  of  1  he  Recording  and  ( )orresponding  Secretary  was  then 
presented  and  read  as  follows: 

Dalton.  Mass.,  December  31,  1910. 
Mk.    I'kksidknt  and   Mhmhkus: — 

My  report  this  year  may  seem  very  brief  in  Society  affairs  accomplished.  1 
must  plead  my  inability  to  serve  two  masters.  Believing  my  first  duty  was  service 
to  my  state,  which  claimed  nine  months  of  my  time  during  the  past  year,  I  have 
allowed  the  collecting  of  genealogical  data  and  all  but  the  most  necessary  cor- 
respondence of  the  Society  to  abide  its  time. 

Jt  is  my  purpose  during  the  yea*  1920  to  renew  my  Activities  in  the  collecting 
of  genealogical  data  along  t  he  various  Tower  branches,  and  with  a  special  purpose 
to  compile  the  record  of  service  of  descendants  of  John  Tower  (  1  I  in  the  late  war. 

L  have  but  two  deaths  to  report  for  the  year  1919.  Member  Xo.  177,  Mrs. 
Edith  (Tower)  Bowker  (9)  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  died  April  1,  1919;  and  Member 
No.  3()2,  Miss  Addie  D.  Stevenson  ( 10)  of  Memphis,  Mich.,  who  died  September 
25,  1919.    The  Society  has  received  three  new  members  during  the  year. 

V'our  corresponding  Secretary  has  unearthed  another  sporadic  Tower  family 
in  the  state  of  Washington  which  has  promising  possibilities  of  tilling  out  another 
considerable  lost  branch  of  the  Tower  tree.  It  is  probable  that  this  family  will 
prove  to  be  part  of  one  of  the  many  brandies  which  located  in  the  state  of  New 
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York  at,  or  near,  the  beginning  of  the  last  century.  Records  of  these  families  the 
late  Quincy  Bicknell  was  unable  to  follow  because  of  the  almost  complete  luck  of 
official  vital  statistics  in  the  state  of  New  Vork  prior  to  LS80. 

These  many  recent  discoveries  of  lost  tribes  lead  me  to  suggest  at  this  time 
the  pressing  need  of  preparing  to  print  a  second  volume  of  the  Tower  genealogy. 
The  present  genealogy  published  in  1891  has  (i'.io  pages,  and  I  think  that  those  who 
have  had  occasion  to  use  it  most  will  admit  that  it  is  too  large  for  convenience. 
Having  had  occasion  to  consult  hundreds  of  other  family  genealogies,  many  of 
them  of  recent  date,  I  find  that  the  Tower  genealogy  ranks  with  the  best  as  to 
accuracy,  brevity,  continuity  and  even  size.  II  it  were  reduced  to  about  550  pages 
it  would  be  ideal. 

When  the  ' Tower  genealogy  was  published  some  members  of  the  sixth  genera- 
tion were  alive;  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  seventh  generation  were  living; 
and  the  eighth  was  the  dominant  generation  with  some  of  its  members  then  unborn. 
The  records  of  the  eighth  generation  so  far  as  they  were  completed  at  that  time 
occupy  197  piiges  or  over  2s' (  of  the  entire  hook.  The  records  of  the  seventh 
generation  were  nearly  complete;  those  of  the  eight  h  were  probably  SO' ,  complete; 
t  hose  of  the  ninth  possibly  35%  complete;  and  t  hose  of  the  tenth  less  than  10'  , 
complete.  The  bulk  of  all  the  recorded  data  in  t  his  first  volume  ended  about  1  ss  I. 
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There  are  scattering  records  up  to  the  latest  date,  a  birth  on  .July  1st,  1890 
1  [ere  are  the  argume"* 


First:     Since   1884  two 
pages  or  b\S'  ,    of  the  ent  in 


jw  generations  have  been  born.     It   required  423 

si   volume,  exclusive  of  the  indices,  to  record  the 


pages  or  b\S,.<  of  the  entire  first  volume,  exclusive  of  the  indices,  to  record  the 
statistics  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  generations  so  far  as  they  were  com- 
pleted at  thai  time.  Allowing  for  natural  increase,  and  to  say  nothing  of  sporadic 
lines  already  picked  up  and  completed,  it  is  safe  to  argue  that  the  unrecorded 
statistics  of  flu1  ninth,  tenth  and  eleventh  generations  will  require  upwards  of 
500  pages  of  the  same  size  and  type  as  used  in  the  first  volume. 

Second:  There  is  a  growing  demand  for  some  historical  records  to  accompany 
the  cold  genealogical  facts.  With  that  object  in  view  1  have  compiled,  so  far  as 
possible  at  Washington,  the  records  of  the  Towers  in  the  Civil  War.  1  am  now 
working  upon  the  service  records  of  Tower  descendants  in  the  late  war.  There  are 
at  hand  or  can  easily  be  obtained  some  obituary  records  of  prominent  members  of 
the  family  that  might  be  considered  worthy  of  publication.  There  are  also  many 
pictures  which  are  not  without  value. 

Let  ind  state  right  here  that  it  is  the  firm  belief  of  your  Secretary  that  a  gen- 
ealogy should  be  just  THAT  and  not  a  family  album.  It  is  obvious  that  pictures 
and  biography  of  ALL  descendants  cannot  be  published,  so  where  shall  the  line 
be  drawn  without  heart-burnings? 

Third:  J  said  that  the  present  genealogy  compared  favorably  with  the  hot. 
but  it  has  one  vital  omission,  a  complete  system  of  cross  indices.  An  index  of 
places  as  well  as  names.  Such  an  index  for  the  first  volume  might  well  find  a  place 
in  the  second  volume.  All  of  this  requires  space  and  as  I  have  now  on  hand  data 
occupying  four  files  of  100  [Kiges  each,  wholly  unprotected  from  lire,  it  can  easily 
be  deduced  that  it  may  be  impossible  to  print  the  available  data  on  five  to  six  hun- 
dred pages  of  a  volume  (> !  •>  by  \)  \  ■>  inches,  the  size  of  t  he  present  volume. 

for  these  reasons  I  believe  that  it  is  time  our  Society  should  seriously  set 
about  finding  ways  and  means  of  publishing  the  data  at  hand. 

As  neither  the  Society  nor  its  Executive  Board  held  any  meetings  during  the 
year  1919,  I  beg  to  submit  this  report  for  the  two  offices  I  hold. 

Respectfully  submit  ted. 


Approved  by  Exeo 


Board,  .1; 


•v  31,  1920 


Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary 


Moved:  By  Frank  Warren  Tower  and  seconded  by  Gilbert  Judsou  Tower, 
that  the  reports  of  the  Recording  Secretary  and  Corresponding  Secretary  be  ac- 
cepted and  placed  on  file;  so  voted  unanimously. 
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The  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  were  then  read:  ('Sec  page  23.) 

Moved:  By  Prank  Warren  Tower  and  seconded  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower, 
that  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  be  aeeepted  and  placed  on  file;  so 
voted  unanimously. 

Discussion  of  the  time  and  place  for  the  next  reunion  of  the  Tower  family 
brought  out  the  tact  that  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Committee  of  Plymouth  do 
not  intend  to  hold  their  proposed  [fcigcanl  and  general  eelebration  in  the  year  1020. 

Mo\  i:i>:  By  Walter  Lamont  Tower  ami  seconded  by  Electa  ( Jregbry  Tower, 
that  the  fixing  of  the  date  and  place  of  holding  the  next  meeting  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  President  ;  and  that  the  next  re- 
union of  the  Tower  family  be  deferred  until  the  year  IU21  and  to  such  time  as  will 
besl  conform  with  the  date  of  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  celebration,  this  reunion 
to  he  held  at  the  Old  Tower  Homestead  in  liingham;   so  voted  unanimously. 

Free  discussion  here  took  place  on  the  point  brought  out  in  t  he  Corresponding 
Secretary's  report,  that  it  was  time  to  seriously  consider  compilation  and  possible 
publication  of  a  second  volume  of  the  Tower  genealogy.  The  President  produced 
figures  to  show  t  hat  t  he  print  ing  and  binding  of  a  volume  of  500  pages  same  style 
as  present  volume  would  cost  approximately  ten  dollars  per  volume  foi  a  minimum 
issue  of  five  hundred  copies: 

Moved:  By  Electa  Gregory  Tower  and  seconded  by  Frank  Warren  Tower, 
that  the  Presi< lent  and  ( "orresponding  Secretary  be  empowered  as  a  commit  tee  to 
take  up  t  he  problem  of  securing  finances  for  compiling  data  tor  a  second  volume  of 
a  Tower  genealogy;  so  voted  unanimously. 

Mm\  kd:  By  (  dlbert  Judson  Tower  and  seconded  by  Waller  Lamont.  Tower, 
thai  the  following  Testimonial  he  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  Society; 

TESTIMONIAL 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  l incorporated  of 
Boston,  in  meeting  assembled  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  January  \\\.  1020, 
adopted  the  following  TESTIMONIAL  in  appreciation  of  KRANCIS  LEON 
TOWER,  who,  m  t  he  capacity  of  Recording  Secretary  from  the  day  of  its  incor- 
poration, May  10,  1000,  to  June  20,  10 IS,  gave  to  the  Society  more  than  nine  years 
of  faithful,  ellicieiit  and  meritorious  service1. 

Resolved:  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Society  be  hereby  expressed 
to  FRANCIS  LEON  TOWER  tor  the  unusual  ability  shown  by  him  as  Recording 
Secretary  of  the  Society  during  the  trying  period  of  its  incorporation  and  the  first 
decade  of  its  growth.  Its  two  hundred  and  fifty  pages  of  handsomely  engrossed 
records  will  stand  as  an  everlasting  monument  to  his  faithfulness  in  an  office  in 
which  he  look  the  utmost  pride.  We  earnestly  hope  that  he  may  enjoy  many 
happy  years  of  comfort  and  t  he  blessings  which  are  his  due  For  t  he  fail  hi  ul  service 
rendered  both  to  the  Society  and  to  the  Executive  Board,    lie  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  TESTIMONIAL  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the 
Tower  Genealogical  Society,  and  t  hat  a  copy  be  suitably  engrossed  and  presented 
to  M r.  Tower. 

James  Wallace  Tower, 

President. 
Daniel  Nichols  Tower, 

Vice-President . 
Waltek  Lamont  Tower, 

Recording  Secretary. 
( 'orresponding  Secretary. 
Electa  Gkk4u>uy  Thwkk. 

Asst.  Recording  Secretary. 
(  llLHERT    Jt  DSON    ToWER. 

Treasurer. 


)ted 


o  voieu  unanimously 


Members  of  the  Executive  Board 
John   Henry  Toweh 
Florence  Estelle  Tower 
(lienor.   Warren  TmvKit 
I'uwk  Wahren  Toweh 
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Moved:  By  Frank  Warren  Tower  and  seconded  by  Electa  Gregory  Tower, 
that  as  a  further  mark  of  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  FRANCIS 
LEON  TOWER  he  be  declared  a  LIFE  member  of  the  Tower  Genealogical 
Society;  so  voted  unanimously. 

Moved:  By  ( lilbert  Judson  Tower  and  seconded  by  Walter  Laiuout  Tower, 
thai  this  meeting  of  the  Incentive  lioard  be  adjourned  sim  die;  so  voted  unani- 
mously, and  declared  by  the  President  al   1.  lo  o'clock  p.  u, 

Attest, 


££^/fe^  fZiz^^un^Z^   c/^ 


Approved  .July  HO,  1021. 


Recording  Secretary 


m 


,  .am 


lolIX    JIENKY   TOVVEH   (7) 

Xoitti  Weymouth,  Mass. 

Vice  President 

Benjamin  Branch 


PROCEEDINGS 

of  thi; 

NINTH  ANNUM.  MKKTINC 

OF  THE 

TOYVKR  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

(INCORPORATED) 
OF 

boston,  massacik  sltts 

Assembled  at   the  Clinton    Hall   Hotel 

at 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Friday,  September  £4,  1020 

NOTICK:       - 

A  notice  together  with  order  of  business  for  this  Annual  Mooting  was  duly 
mailed  to  each  member  of  t  he  Society  thirty  days  prior  to  the  dale  of  t  his  meeting 
by  order  of  the  President,  .lames  Wallace  Tower. 

Signed, 


^5fe^  a^L*W^    A 


^ 


Recording  Secretary. 


OFFICIAL  MINUTES 
Business  Meetino: 

The  President,  James  Wallace  Tower,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  4.30  p.  m. 
Roll  Call: 

The  Roll  Call  was  omitted  as  the  Secretary  had  noted  a  quorum  present. 
Ukaim.no   Minutes: 

The  minutes  of  the  Eighth  Annual  meeting  were  read  by  the  Secretary  and 
upon  motion  by   Herbert   Lorenzo  Tower,  seconded  by  Charles  Wesley  Tower, 
these  minutes  were  unanimously  approved. 
Reports  of  Officers: 

Xo  formal  report  was  offered  by  the  President,  hut  he  gave  a  brief  talk  on  the 
progress  of  the  Society  and  explained  the  reasons  why  a  reunion  of  descendants  of 
.John  Tower  (1)  was  postponed  from  11*20  to  1921.  The  decision  of  the  Plymouth 
Tercentenary  Committee  to  hold  their  principal  exercises  during  the  months  of 
June,  July,  August  and  September,  1921  caused  your  President  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Kxecutivc  Board  on  January  31,  1920,  at  which  meeting  it  was  decided 
not  to  attempt  to  hold  a  reunion  in  1020,  but  to  concentrate  every  effort  to  hold 
a  large  reunion  in  1021  at  Hingham.  Mass.,  on  such  date  as  your  President  shall 
decide. 

The  combined  reports  of  the  Recording  Secretary  and  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  were  read  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower  and  upon  a  motion  by  Frank  War- 
ren Tower  and  seconded  by  Herbert  Lorenzo  Tower,  these  reports  were  unani- 
mously accepted  and  ordered  to  he  placed  on  file.  (These  reports  appear  on  page  S 
as  reported  to  the  Fxeeutive  Board  meeting  of  January  31,  1020.) 

Your  Treasurer,  Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  asked  the  privilege  Of  presenting  his 
complete  financial  report  to  the  President  at  a  later  date.  On  motion  by  Walter 
Lamont  Tower,  seconded  by  Frank  Warren  Tower,   this  privilege  was  granted. 
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Asa  consequence  of  the  previous  Vote  no  Auditor's  report  could  be  submitted. 
Reports  ok  Committees: 

For  the  reasons  already  explained  by  the  President  there  could  he  no  report 
from  t  he  1920  Reunion  ( 'on  unit  tee.  The  President  then  declared  t  hat  this  Reunion 
committee  would  hold  office  for  1921. 
Unfinished  Business: 

The  Secretary  reported  "no  unfinished  business." 
Election  of  Oki  iceks: 

On  a  motion  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Peck, 
which  was  unanimously  voted,  the  President  was  empowered  to  appoint  a  nomin- 
ating committee  of  two  members.  The  President  then  appointed  the  following 
committee,  Charles  Wesley  Tower,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Mi>s  Charlotte 
Sophronia  Tower,  of  Cohasset,  Mass. 

During  the  deliberations  of  the  nominating  committee  the  Corrcs|x>nding 
Secretary  gave  a  brief  talk  on  t  he  necessity  of  taking  up  the  publication  of  a  second 
volume  of  the  Tower  genealogy,  lie  called  the  Society's  attention  to  the  vast 
amount  of  data  already  collected  which  is  unprotected  from  fire,  and  to  the  fact 
1  hat  this  data  would  easily  fill  a  volume  of  ,*><)()  pages  or  more  of  the  same  size  as  t  In- 
present   genealogy. 

Answering  a  suggestion  by  Frank  Warren  Tower  that  this  data  might  be 
placed  m  a  fireproof  vault, your  Secretary  saitl  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  consult 
some  portion  of  this  data  nearly  every  day.  If  it  was  placed  in  a  vault  it  would 
first  have  to  he  duplicated  which  would  he  about  as  expensive  as  compilation. 

Charles  Wesley  Tower  for  the  nominating  committee  presented  a  list  of  nom- 
inations for  officers.    From  this  list  of  nomination.--  the  following  officers  were  each 

duly  elected  by  ballot. 

For  President,  James  Wallace  Tower,  New   York  City. 
for  Vice-President,  Daniel  Nichols  Tower,  of  Cohasset,  Mass. 
For  Recording  Secretary,  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  of  Dalton,  Mass. 
For  Assistant  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Llecta  Gregory  Tower,  of  Worth- 
ington,  Mass. 

For  Corresponding  Secretary,  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  of  Dalton,  Mass. 
Lor  Treasurer,  Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  of  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 
Lor  members  of  the  Executive  Hoard: 

.John  Henry  Tower,  of  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 
Miss  Florence  Lstelle  Tower,  of  Auburndale,  Mass. 
George  Warren  Tower,  of  South  Boston,  Mass. 
Frank  Warren  Tower,  of  Springfield,  Mass. 
The  President    proposed  that  the  present   Committee  on   Finance  and   the 
present  Auditor  be  continued  in  office  and  it  was  so  voted  unanimously. 
For  Finance  ( lommittee: 

John  Henry  Tower,  of  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 
George  Warren  Tower,  of  South  Boston,  Mass. 
.James  Wallace  Tower,  of  New  York  City. 
Lor  Auditor: 

Herbert  Lorenzo  Tower,  of  Springfield,  Mass. 
New  Business: 

At  tlu-  call  for  new  business,  5.15  iJ.  m.,  a  motion  to  adjourn  until  after  sup- 
per, .subject  to  the  call  of  the  President,  prevailed. 

After  supper  an  informal  discussion  took  place  relative  to  the  time  of  holding 
the  next  reunion.  Suggestions  were  offered  relative  to  protection  of  the  genealogi- 
cal data  in  tin-  hands  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  further  plan-  for  the 
financing  of  a  new  genealogy. 

As  no  formal  new  business  was  offered  tin-  President  at  !•  o'clock  p..m.  de- 
clared the  meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest, 


^/^Z£&^-^  C^c^pc^ZZ^    L^ 


Recording  Secretary 


Approvitl  July  :<(),  1921. 


ANNUAL   MEETING  AND   REUNION   Hl.l'nUTS 


CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


I):. lion,  Mass.,  December  31,  1920. 
Mn.  President  and  Members: — 

The  past  year  has  heen  one  of  slight  activity  in  1  he  affairs  of  our  Society.  The 
Reunion  and  Business  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  Clinton  Hall,  Main 
Street,  Springfield,  Mass.,  September  21,  l!)-'!).  The  attendance  was  very  disap- 
pointing To  the  officers.  The  failure  of  the  members  and  descendants  to  attend  in 
the  usual  numbers  may  be  attributed  to  a  late  summer  date  and  the  fact  thai 
many  were  disappointed  by  the  necessary  postponement  of  the  big  reunion  at 
Hingham  in  connection  with  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  celebration.  The  cause 
of  this  postponement  was  fully  explained  by  our  President  in  his  report  at  the 
meeting. 

1  have  to  report  deaths  among  members  as  follows:— 

Member  number  lit,  George  Warren  Tower  i!).  of  South  Boston.  Mass., 
29  ( >ctober,  1920,  and  is  buried  at  Hingham,  Mass. 

Member  number  290,  Miss  Mary  Arbline  Tower  « * » ?  of  Worthington,  Mass., 
14  February,  1920,  at  Springfield,  Mass.    She  is  buried  in  Cuiiiiiungton,  Mass. 

Mtntbcr  number  319,  Henry  Tower  (9),  of  Memlota,  III.  died  S  October,  1918. 

Members  number  290 and  309 have  heen  reported  asdeceased  hut  the  correel 
data  has  not  yet  heen  obtained  by  your  Secretary. 

In  i  he  death  of  ( loorge  Warren  Tower,  a  member  of  t  he  Kxeeutivc  Board,  our 
Society  meets  wit  h  a  very  severe- loss.  Since  the  organizal  ion  of  the  Tower  ( Jenea- 
logical  Society  and  for  many  years  prior  to  that  time  his  interest  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  Towei-  family  was  indefatigable.  Mr.  Tower  purchased  the  (  >ld  Tower 
Homestead  a  I  South  Hingham  on  the  site  of  which  John  Tower  ( 1  >  built  his  first 
home  in  Massachusetts.  \t  the  time  of  this  purchase  the  Homestead  was  about 
to  pass  out  of  the  control  of  descendants  of  John  Tower  I  1  I,  so  this  generous  act 
of  Mr.  Tower's  preserved  it  in  the  continuous  ownership  of  a  Tower  descendant. 
The  Home-lead  has  heen  restored,  the  grounds  graded  and  beautified,  and  the 
whole  property  placed  in  excellent  con. lit  ion.  John  [brook  Tower  10),  :i  son  of 
the  late  Mr.  tower,  now  lives  at  the  Old  I  Ionic-tend,  to  which  visitors  ami  es- 
pecially all  descendants  are  welcome  ;it  ali  time-. 

This  is  not  the  time  or  the  occasion  for  an  extended  eulogy  to  the  first  prcsi- 
dentof  the  Tower  (icnealogical  Society,  bill  I  feel  that  I  could  not  present  a  faith- 
ful report  for  this  year  without  offering  a  few  word.-  of  commendation  of  one 
with  whom  J  have  heen  so  intimately  associated  for  seven  years  a>  President  and 
four  years  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Hoard  of  our  Society.  As  was  hi-  wish, 
and  as  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  early  landmarks 
of  his  lirst  ancestor  in  America,  his  hotly  now  lie-  beside  I  hat  of  .John  Tower  (1)  in 
the  lot,  at  the  South  Hingham  cemetery,  owned  by  our  Society  and  on  which  we 
recent  ly  erected  a  memorial  to  John  and  Margaret  1 1  brook  I  'Power. 

Seven  new  members  have  joined  the  Society  during  the  past  year.  The  de- 
scendants Of  Peter  (!.  Tower  (K)  to  the  number  of  alkmt  fifty  held  a  successful 
reunion  in  lieloit.  Wisconsin,  in  1920.  Many  of  this  large  family  are  meinhers  of 
our  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted.  - 

( 'orresponding  Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

TENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 


TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

(INCORPORATED) 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

Assembled  iii  Wilder  Memorial  Hall 

nl 

South  Hi. .-ham,  Massachusetts 

Saturday,  July  III),  1021 

NOTICE: 

A  notice  containing  the  order  of  business  for  this  annual  meeting,  together 
with  the  program  of  the  ICighth  Reunion  of  the  Descendants  of  John  Tower1,  was 
duly  mailed  to  each  member  of  the  Society  and  to  our  general  mailing  list ,  thirty 
davs  prior  to  the  date  of  this  meeting  bv  order  of  the  President,  James  Wallace 
Tower. 


SZ£/&Z^-  CZs&uivt^rtZZ^    L^> 


teeording  Secretary 


OFFICIAL  MINUTES 

Brsi\i:>s   Meeting: 

The  Presidenl ,  James  Wallace  Tower,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  2.45  r.  m. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Llev.  James  II.  Peardon. 

JiOl.I.      (   \\\.\.\ 

The,  (toll  Call  was  omit  ted  as  the  Secretary  noted  oyer  forty  mem  hers  present. 
(See  official  registration  lists.) 
J{i;adim;   M  im tks: 

The  minutes  of  the  Ninth  Annual  meeting  were  read  by  the  Secretary  and 
upon  motion   of    Prank   Warren   Tower,   seconded    by   Lucius  Warren    Bart  let  t, 
these  minutes  were  unanimously  approved. 
Reports  ok  I  tawicEits: 

Our  President  offered  no  formal  report  but  expressed  pleasure  at  The  large 
gathering  not  only  of  members  but  of  Tower  descendants  in  general.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  fact  that  this  was  the  first  meeting  of  our 
Society  in  Uin^ham  at  which  we  have  not  the  pleasure  of  joining  hands  with  our 
founder  and  first  President,  the  late  George  Warren  Tower.  He  said  he  felt  sure 
he  expressed  the  sincere  regret  of  everyone  present,  and  he  hoped  the  Society 
would  see  fit  to  adopt  a  fitting  memorial  and  place  a  proper  tablet  on  the  John 
Tower1  monument  in  High  Street  Cemetery  at  South  Ilin^ham,  Mass. 

At  this  point  the  meeting  listened  to  an  appropriate  poem  composed  and  read 
by  Edward  Nichols  (see  page  2(.p. 

Note:  Rev.  Frederick  Julius  Tower,  of  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  who  was  to  deliver 
an  address,  was  unable  to  attend  owing  to  an  urgent  business  engagement. 

Jucordi/ii/  Secretary's  Report  was  contained  in  minutes  of  previous  meeting 
already  read  and  approved. 

Correspond  ing  Secretary's  Report  was  read  by  Walter  La  moot  Tower  (see  page 
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14)  and  upon  motion  of  Herbert  Lorenzo  Tower,  seconded  by  Carl  Vernon  Tower, 
this  report  was  unanimously  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Treasurer's  lit  port  was  read  by  Gilbert  Judson  Tower  (see  page  23j  and  upon 
motion  of  Martin  fugene  Smith  and  seconded  by  Frank  Warren  Tower,  this  re- 
port was  unanimously  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Auditor's  Report  included  with  Treasurer's  report  and  is  a  part  of  the  same. 

Reports  of  Committees : 

The  Chairman  of  the  1921  Reunion  Committee,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ileald  Tower.said 
she  had  no  formal  report  to  make  because  the  successful  Reunion  now  in  progress 

spoke  for  itself. 

Unfinished  Business: 

The  Secretary  reports  "No  unfinished  business." 

Election  ok  (  h  v  iceks: 

Upon  motion  of  Martin  Kugene  Smith  and  seconded  by  Charles  Wesley 
Tower,  which  was  unanimously  voted,  the  President  was  empowered  to  appoint 
a  nominating  committee  of  two  members,  The  President  then  appointed  I'rank 
Warren  Tower,  of  Springfield,  Mass.  and  Charles  Wesley  Tower,  of  Worthington, 
Mass. 

\\  bile  this  committee  was  deliberating  the  members  were  entertained  l>v  the 
Ochestra  conducted  by  John  Henry  Tower7  and  al.lv  assisted  by  Mrs.  Hazel 
Clark  Leonard",  Violin;  Miss  Isabel  Lowell,  Piano;  and  Raymond  Spaulding,  Cello. 
This  Society  is  extremely  fortunate  to  number  among  its  enthusiastic  members 
such  excellent  musicians  as  John  Henry  Tower  and  his  niece.  Mrs.  Leonard. 

The  conceal  by  this  orehest  ra  which  preceded  the  Annual  Meeting  vvas  highly 
appreciated  by  all.    The  program  being: — 

March  —Dictation  Toir<  r 

Selection —from  High  Jinks  Friml 
Violin  Solo      Mrs.  Leonard 

a.     Souvenir— Poet  if  j  ue  Fibrick 

h.     From  the  Canebrake  Gurthter 

e.     The  Old  Refrain 

Intermezzo  -  -Alula  (tint  uwaltl 

frank  Warren  Tower  for  the  nominating  committee  presented  a  list  of  nomi- 
nations for  officers  of  the  Towei-  Genealogical  Society  for  t  lie  year  1921 .  From  this 
list  of  nominal  ions  t  he  following  officers  were  each  duly  elected  by  ballot : 

President,  James  Wallace  Tower,  200  fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

Vice-President,  John  Henry  Tower,  45K  Bridge  St.,  North  Weymouth,  Mass'. 

Recording  Secretary,  Waller  Lamont   Tower,  131    North  St.,  Dalton,  Mass. 

Assistant  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Liecta  Gregory  Tower,  Worthington, 
Mass. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  131  North  St.,  Dalton, 
Mass. 

Treasurer,  Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  Shelburne  falls.  Mass. 
for  Members  of  the  Executive  Board: 

Miss  Florence  Fstelle  lower,  49  Seminary  Ave.,  Aubumdale,  Mass. 

I'rank  Warren  Tower,  327  State  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Ileald  Tower,  791    Last  4th  Street',  South  Boston,  Mas-. 

Martin  Eugene  Smith,  395  Bridge  Street,  Northampton,  Mass. 

The  President  then  pro]H>sed  the  following  Members  as  a  Committee  on 
finance: 

frank  Warren  Tower,  327  Slate  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Mail  in  Kugerfe  Smith,  ;>>,.)o  Bridge  Street,  Northampton,  Mass. 

James  Wallace  Tower,  '200  fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

There  being  no  objections  offered,  they  were  declared  elected  unanimously. 

The  President  then  proposed  for  Auditor  the  name  Of  the  present  incumbent, 
Herbert   Lorenzo  Tower,  of  72  Sorrento  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

There  being  no  objections  offered  he  was  declared  elected  unanimously. 

New   Business: 

On  motion  of  frank  Warren  Tower  and  seconded  l>v  Gilbert  Judson  Tower. 
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it  was  proposed  to  make  the  initiation  fee  lor  joining  the  Society,  Two  Dollars 
(82.00). 

The  reasons  for  this  change  were  clearly  put  forward  by  your  Secretary.  The 
increase  in  cost  of  engrossing  membership  certificates  being  the  principle  argument 
for  the  change.  This  question  produced  some  discussion  by  several  of  the  members 
and  Mr.  Hart  lot  t  brought  out  forceably  the  point  thai  there  was  no  increase  in  cost 
to  present  members  or  to  any  member  after  the  first  year.  The  vote  on  this  question 
was  unanimous  that  the  increase  should  be  adopted.  Hereafter  in  the  by-laws  of 
the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  Article  VIII,  Dues  and  Finances,  Section  7  .-hall 
read  as  follows: 


"  Dills.  Tin*  memhership  foe  which  each  memher  shall  pay  on  joining  the  Society  shall  he 
two  dollars,  and  thereafter  there  shall  he  an  annual  fee  of  one  dollar  to  he  pawl  !.v  each  iiioihIkt  to 
the  Treasurer  on  the  first  dav  of  January  of  each  year.  The  application  fees  of  all  persons  who  apply 
for  ami  ohtain  membership  on  or  a  tier  the  date  of  October  shall  cover  dues  for  the  remainder  of  the 
current,  and  all  o[  the  following  year,  When  a  memher  is  live  vears  in  arrears  for  annual  dues  his 
name  shall  he  automatically  dropped  from  the  membership  list." 

On  motion  by  Prank  Warren  'Power  and  duly  seconded  it  was  proposed  that. 
the  President  have  Suitable  memorial  to  our  firsl  1 'resident .  ( leorge  Warren  Tower, 
drawn  up  ami  spread  upon  the  records  of  our  Society  and  that  an  engrossed  copy 
of  the  same  be  presented  to  the  family.  Without  discussion  this  motion  was  passed 
by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

Note:— For  copy  of  this  testimonial  see  page  is. 

Motion  was  made  by  Daniel  Webster  Tower  of  ( '.rand  Rapids,  Michigan,  and 
seconded  by  Sarah  lleald  Tower,  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  he  instructed 
to  send  a  letter  of  condolence  to  Miss  Mary  Caroline  Richards  Nichols8,  member 
number  t>,  who  was  injured  while  on  her  way  from  Orand  Rapids,  Michigan,  to 
attend  this  meeting.    It  was  so  voted. 

Note:— See  copy  of  letter  on  page  10. 

At  this  time  Uki  President  asked  for  some  expression  of  opinion  a.s  to  time  and 
place  for  our  next  reunion.  There  seemed  to  be  a  strong  sentiment  for  Ilingham 
and  the  Old  Homestead.  In  behalf  of  himself  and  wife  John  I  brook  Tower"1  ex- 
tended to  all  a  cordial  invitation  to  come  to  Ilingham  next  year  and  enjoy  the 
hospitality  of  the  Old  Homestead. 

The  President  and  Secretary  both  spoke  of  the  desire  among  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  Towers  for  a  Reunion  in  or  near  their  states.  Next  year  I  1022)  marks 
a  decade  since  the  last  big  reunion  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  In  the  aljsenee  ol  a  mo- 
tion no  action  on  time  or  place  of  next  reunion  was  taken. 

The  meeting  now  listened  to  an  interesting  address  by  Rev.  James  II.  lVardon, 

(set'  paii;e  :>n. 

In  the  absence  of  further  business  the  President  at  4.30  i».  M.  declared  the 
meet  ing  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest. 
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Recording  Secretary. 


Approved 


IS 
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Jlu  fStrmnriaut 


at   the  Annual  Minting  of  the 

TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY,  Incorporated 

of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  hold  at  Flingham,  Massachusetts,  on  the  Thirtieth  day 
of  July,  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Twenty-one,  the  following  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted : 

-      Whereas,  I)v  the  death  of 


OKOROK  WARRKN  TOW  KK 

founder  and  first  President  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  which  occurred 
in  South  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  the  Twenty-ninth  day  of  October,  Nineteen 
Hundred  and  Twenty,  the  Society  has  sustained  a  loss,  the  personal  nature  of 
which  will  be  keenly  fell  by  each  of  its  members; 

Uesolved,  That  we  hereby  express  the  sorrow  which  we  fool  at  the  removal 
of  one  through  whose  devotion  and  enterprise  we  have  become  united  as  a  family, 
found  new  and  helpful  personal  contacts,  established  friendships,  cooperated  in 
commemorative  undertakings,  sought  together  opportunities  of  making  the  bond 
of  family  effective  for  the  promotion  of  good  citizenship  and  for  the  perpetuation 
of  those  better  qualities  possessed  by  the  pioneer  founders  of  America. 

Their  forward-looking  spirit  he  in  large  measure  possessed.  Their  qualities 
he  revered.  These  interests,  which  through  his  initiative  we  have  come  to  own, 
that  larger  patriotism  and  better  Americanism,  for  the  furtherance  of  which  the 
consciousness  of  kinship  and  proper  respect  for  the  achievements  of  the  past  seemed 
to  him  the  adequate  means,  were  continually  in  his  thought,  his  zealous  expression 
of  them  an  inspiration  making  for  unity  and  enthusiasm  in  the  early  years  of  the 
Society. 

For  those  things,  for  his  many  excellent  personal  qualities,  for  his  ever  ready 
hospitality,  which  has  caused  so  many  visiting  Towers  to  look  upon  the  Old 
Homestead  as  a  second  welcoming  home,  the  members  of  this  Society  feel  deep 
appreciation  and  now,  at  his  death,  keen  recognition  that  they  have  lost  one  who 
was  a  worthy  leader  and  indeed  their  friend. 

To  the  family  which  he  well  guarded  and  loved,  and  which  now  suffers  from 
the" severance  of  the  most  intimate  ties,  our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended;  in 
token  whereof,  and  of  the  grateful  remembrance  with  which  our  first  President 
will  ever  be  regarded ; 

Be  It  Immhmiku  IIekOLVED,  That  these  resolutions  be  prepared  for  the  per- 
manent records  of  our  Society,  and  that  a  copy  of  them  be  engrossed  and  sent  to 
the  bereaved  family  of  our  late  brother  and  Chief  Kxecutivo  Officer  with  these 
assurances  of  our  sympathy. 

EXECUTIVE  HOARD  OFFICERS 

John  Henry  Tow  eh  James  Wallace  Tow e it,  President. 

1'YoRENOE   KsTELLE  TOWER         Da.NIJKL  X  KM  UM.s  ToW  I.K,  Y  ice-1'lesident . 

Frank  Warren  Tower  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Secretary. 

Mas.  IOlecta  Gregory  Tower,     Ass't.  Secretary. 
Gilhert  Judson  Tower,    "  Treasurer. 
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LETTER  OF  CONDOLENCE 

Dalton,  Mass.,  August  4th,  1921. 

Miss  Mary  ('.  R.  Xichoi.s, 
Addison  Gilbert   Hospital, 
( Uoucester,  Mass. 
Dear  Miss  Nichols:— 

Members  of  the  party  with  whom  you  were  coming  to  attend  the  recent 
Tower  Reunion  informed  our  Society  of  the  painful  accident  which  occurred  to 
you. 

We  deeply  regret  that  you  were  unable  to  be  present  with  us,  and  that  your 
absence  was  occasioned  by  such  a  cause. 

The  members  of  our  Society,  by  a  vote  taken  at  our  meeting  last,  Saturday, 
wish  me  to  extend  to  you  their  sympathy  and  hope  that  you  may  have  a  speedy 
recovery. 

Respectfully  and  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  WALTER  LAMOXT  TOWER", 

( 'orresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Societv. 


•ffiaWin'  .it 


GILBERT  JUDSON  TOWER  (S) 

Shclburnc  Falls,  Mass. 

Treasurer 

Benjamin  Branch 


MEETINp  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

OF  thi: 

TOWEH  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

11,1,1  al 
Wilder  Memorial  Hall, 
Suil til  Ifillghaill,   Mass. 
Saturday,  July  30,  19*1 


A"  meeting  of  the  Executive  Hoard  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  win 
held  pursuant  to  nol  ice,  accompanying  that  for  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  appearing 
in  tin-  program  for  the  Eighth  Tower  Reunion  now  in  progress. 

Attest, 
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Recording  Secretary 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  4.45  i\  .\i.  by  the  President,  James  Wallace 
'Tower. 

These  members  were  present: — James  Wallace1  Tower,  John  Henry  Tower, 
Walter  Lainont  Tower,  Mrs.  Electa  Gregorj'  Tower,  Gilbert  Judsoit  Tower, 
Frank  Warren  Tower,  Sarah  Ileald  Tower,  and  Martin  Eugene  Smith,  being  a 
quorum. 

This  member  was  absent: — Florence  Estelle  Tower. 

Minutes  of  the  last  Executive  Board  Meeting  held  al  Springfield,  Mass., 
January  31,   1920,  were  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Movkd:  By  Electa  Gregory  Tower  and  seconded  by  Gilbert  Judson  Tower, 
that  these  minutes  be  accepted  and  placed  on  file.    So  voted  unanimously. 

After  a  short  informal  discussion  of  the  proposed  tablet  !o  be  placed  on  the 
John  Tower1  Monument  to  commemorate  the  birth  and  death  of  George  Warren 
Tower  whose  body  now  lies  in  the  John  Tower1  lot  in  High  St  reel  Cemetery, 
South  llingham,  Mass.,  John  Lbrook  Tower  and  Alice  Catherine  Tower,  children 
ol'  the  late  George  Warren  Tower,  gave  the  Board  a  brief  sketch  of  their  idea  and 
invited  the  Hoard  to  visit  the  lot  and  discuss  the  idea  with  Mr.  Craig,  the  designer 
of  the  Monument.    This  invitation  was  accepted. 

Muvko;  By  Frank  Warren  Tower  and  seconded  by  Martin  Eugene  Smith 
thai  the  Executive  Board  approve  of  placing  a  marker  upon  the  John  Tower1 
Monument  and  that  the  President  be  empowered  to  consult  with  the  members  of 
the  family  of  ( leorge  Warren  Tower  and  with  Mr.  (  -raig  and  agree  upon  a  suitable 
tablet  and  order  the  same  placed  upon  the  Monument.    So  voted  unanimously. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  unanimously  passed  to  Wilder  Memorial  Association 
through  Mr.  John  Stodder  for  the  use  of  Hall. 

To  John  Henry  Tower  and  Orchestra  for  the  excellent  music  rendered. 

To  IUlM  Reunion  Committee  for  their  generous  efforts  in  promoting  this 
reunion. 

In  the  absence  of  further  business  the  President  declared  the  meeting  ad- 
journed sine  <h'c  at  5  o'clock  i\  m. 

Attest, 
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Recording  Secretary 


COKltRMPONDING   MECKETARY'Jf  KKPORT 


Dalton,  Mass.,  December  31,  1921. 
Mil.   Pkksioent  and  M  km  hers: 

The  year  1021  seems  to  have  been  one  of  considerable  genealogical  activity. 
The  passing  of  t  he  Tercentenary  of  t  he  landing  of  t  he  Pilgrims  and  its  eclebrat  ion 
at  Plymouth  during  the  summer  of  this  year  may,  in  a  measure,  account  for  this 
increased  activity  among  those  who  wish  to  honor  t  heir  I"; it  hers  and  Mot  hers  even 
to  t he  Xt h  generation. 

Your  secretary  attended  the  Plymouth  celebration,  witnessed  that  magni- 
ficent pageant  and  listened  to  a  stirring  address  by  President  Harding.  Many 
Tower  descendants  were  enabled  to  enjoy  this  event  in  conjunction  with  the 
eighth  reunion  of  the  Tower  family. 

A  very  successful  reunion  and  annual  meeting  of  the  Tower  Clenealogical 
Society  was  held  at  the  Old  Tower  Homestead,  llmgham,  Mass.,  on  lit)  July,  1021. 
A  complete  account  of  this  reunion  and  annual  meeting  will  appear  in  our  forth- 
coming annual  reports. 

I  regret  to  report  deaths  among  our  members  as  follows: 

Member  number  39,  Miles  Tower  (7),  died  21  Nov.,  1921, al  Florida,  Mass. 
Member  number  (if),  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Fowry)  Tower,  died  29  Jan.,  1921,  at  New- 
York,  N.  V.  Former  member  number  102,  ('apt.  Philemon  Dugan  Warren  (9), 
died  21  June,  1921,  at  Brighton,  Mass.  Member  number  100,  Mrs.  Mary  Ilobarl 
(Tower)  Osgood  f8),  died  I  Sep.,  1921,  at  Brattleboro,  \'t.  Member  number  1  12, 
(fifth  honorary  Vice-President)  Maj.  John  Tower  Morrison  (8),  died  22  May,  1920, 
at  Berkley,  Calif.  Member  number  117,  Albert  Band  Tower  (9),  died  23  Dec, 
1918,  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Member  number  100,  George  Nelson  Tower  (7), 
died  30. June,  1921, at  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Member, number  204, (Jen.  Luther  Stephen- 
son (8),  died  is  .Ian.,  1921,  at  1  lingham,  Mass.  Member  number  291,  Mrs.  Helen 
Lianda  (Tower)  Parker  (7), died  IS  May,  1921 ,  at  Dalton,  Mass.  Member  number 
394,  Miss  Martha  Louisa  Jane  Jackson  (8),  died  27  Nov..  1920,  al  Vancouver,  B.C. 

1  call  your  attention  to  the  passing  away  of  our  fifth  honorary  Vice-President, 
Major  Morrison,  and  t  he  t  hird  death  among  our  honorary  Nice- Presidents.  These 
vacancies  should  be  filled  at  our  next  annual  meeting.  Major  Morrison  was  an 
active  worker  in  our  Society  and  has  been  a  great  help  to  your  Secretary  in  his 
genealogical  research. 

If  you  will  turn  to  page  200  of  the  Tower  genealogy  you  will  note  comment 
by  the  author  on  the  apparent  disappearance  of  all  trace  of  Reuben  Tower  (oj 
and  his  family  of  eight  children.  During  the  past  year  your  Secretary  has  un- 
earthed a  Tower  Family  in  Montana  who  can  tract'  their  ancestry  to  a  Reuben 
and  ;i  Thomas  Tower  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandusky,  Ohio.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that 
a  little  note  research  will  reveal  another  considerable  lost  branch  of  Tower  de- 
rcudants.  While  1  was  in  Florida  last  winter  I  discovered  a  number  of  Tower  fami- 
lies whose  ancestry  is  still  clouded  but  showing  unmistakable  trace  to  northern 
connections. 

This  continual  discovery  of  so  many  unrecorded  Tower  families  leads  me  to 
reiterate  some  of  the  recommendations  in  my  former  reports.  There  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  an  early  beginning  on  the  compilation  of  the  vast  amount  of  genea- 
logical data  now  in  my  hands.  In  my  report  for  the  year  1919  1  called  your  atten- 
tion to  this  necessity  and  some  of  the  reasons  for  it.  Among  other  arguments  I 
spoke  of  the  lire  hazard.  Some  of  our  officers,  and  other  members,  less  familial* 
with  this  genealogical  work  have  suggested  placing  this  accumulated  data  in  some 
lire  proof  vault .  This  cannot  be  done  unless  a  sizable  vault  was  placed  in  my  resi- 
dence, or  the  entire  data  duplicated  (a  task  equal  to  compilation)  because  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  consult  some  portion  of  this  data  almost  daily.  Kasy  access  to 
the  data  collected  makes  it  much  easier  to  arrange  and  classify  new  data  as  it  comes 
to  hand. 

About  ten  years  ago  I  visited  the  home  of  the  late  Ouincv  Bicknell  and  saw 


ill   the  .-helves  of  h 


[lata  of  the  first  Tower  genealogy  and 


addition  two  or  three  times  as  much  more  data  unpublished  and  unprotected.  1 
believe  most  of  this  data  has  since  been  placed  in  a  lire  proof  building  by  the 
Hingham  Historical  Society.  The  point  is  that  any  genealogist  must  have  his 
notes  at  hand  all  the  time  in  order  to  facilitate  his  work. 

With  modern  methods  genealogical  data  can  be  easily  compiled  in  duplicate 
on  a  typewriter  and  the  original  copies  placed  beyond  any  lire  hazard.    It  is  this 
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work  for  which  there  is  this  urgent  call  i'or  funds.  The  actual  publication  of  the 
genealogy  may  be  deferred  to  such  time  as  the  cost  of  material  and  labor  has 
reached  normal  conations.  Compilation  should  begin  at  once  and,  lot-  this,  from 
one  to  two  thousand  dollars  arc  needed. 

The  year  has  been  a  fruitful  one  for  our  Society.  Besides  adding  seventeen 
new  members  and  holding  an  enthusiastic  Tower  reunion,  much  new  interest  has 
developed  among  middle  western  and  extreme  western  descendants.  They  want 
another  reunion  (nit  in  Michigan  or  vicinity  and  they  ought  to  have  it.  The  last 
seven  members  to  join  our  Society  represent  seven  different  states.  Nineteen  out 
of  the  last  thirty  members  to  join  came  from  states  west  of  Ohio  or  south  of  the 
Mason  &  Dixon  line. 

During  the  past  year  your  Secretary  has  added  much  new  Tower  genealogical 
data,  representing  families  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Florida,  (leorgia,  Texas, 
Arkansas,  Colorado,  Montana,  Oregon,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa.    There  arc  1373  charts  on  hie. 

for  report  of  my  work  as  recording  secretary  1  refer  you  to  the  oflieial  minutes 
of  our  last  meet  \i\<i. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


^/a^^^  ^^z^^nZZ^  l^>^ 


( lorresponding  Secretary. 

DO  YOU   KNOW  WHAT  THE  T.  (i.  S. 
HAS  DONE  EOR  YOU? 

It  has  united  in  one  organization  members  of  one  family  who  are  scattered 
from  Maine  to  California,  from  Florida  to  Oregon. 

The  T.  (i.  S.  has  provided,  through  its  frequent  reunions,  a  time  and  place 
i^['  meeting  for  all  members  of  the  family,  irrespective  of  connection  with  the 
Society.  To  the  members  of  the  Society  it  has  given  printed  information  of  tin; 
opportunities  offered. 

For  many  of  you  your  family  history  began  with  your  grandfather. 

The  T.  Ci.  S.  has  traced  your  family  eight,  nine,  in  some  instances  twelve  and 
thirteen  generations  into  the  past. 

Many  of  you  are  not  aware  that  your  family  had  a  history. 

The  T.  (i.  S.  has  brought  to  your  attention  the  '"Tower  Genealogy"  and 
the  beginnings  of  that  history  in  America.  The  T.  ('■.  S.  hopes  soon  to  provide  a 
supplementary  volume  that  will  bring  the  family  records  to  date. 

The  T.  G.  S.  has  enabled  you  to  join  in  the  erection  of  a  proper  memorial  to 
the  ancestors  from  whom  the  Tower  family  dates  its  beginning  in  America. 

The  T.  G.  S.  has  provided  through  its  office  a  medium  for  the  exchange  of 
information  about  your  family  anil  for  communication  with  other  members  of 
the  family. 

Is  there  not  some  satisfaction  to  hi'  found  in  the  fact  that  you  have  such  a 
Society,  whose  object  is  the  family  and  it>  concerns? 

Then  let  your  interest  be  a  creative  one.  The  objects  of  the  Society  and  your 
own  objects  will  thereby  be  the  more  surely  promoted. 


WALTEK  LAMONT  TOWER, 
Historian — Tower  Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 


S.i 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Sherburne  lulls,  Mass.,  December  31st,  1919. 

Mil.     PllKKIDENT    AM)    Fi:i.l.n\V    M  KM  UKKS  \ 

Vour  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  which  covers  the 
period  from  January  1st,  1914)  to  December 81st,  1  * » t  *  J : 
Total  muip/s  for  period  (including  balance  of  $109.11 


du  hand  December  31,  1918.) 
Tola!  dish  arsenic  itlx  for  period 

Leaving  a  balance  of 

77/r  receipts  of  the  period  are  vault  up  as  fold 

1917  dues ' 

1918  dues 

1919  dues 

1920  dues 

1921  dues  .  ... 

Interest  on  savings  bank  acct. 
Applications         ..... 
Balance  December  31,  1918 


§330.07 
243.08 


$80.39 


si. 00 

1. ').()() 

133.00 

0.00 

1.00      $150.00 

2.9(i 

2.00 

109.11 


30.0"; 


Total  for  ( ieneral  Society  account  .  . 

DlM  III  I  IIS  KM  10  NTS   KOI.I   (iKNKltAL   A< 'COUNT,    ItKMIZKO',    AllK    AS     I  >\  U.l.oW  S  :      (cover- 
ing vouchers,  all  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your  treasuivrj 
Tower  Bros.  Stationery  Co. — receipt  hook-    .  $'4.1(1 

Charles  \V.  Tower — half  tone  cuts  1917-18  report  7.00 

F.  A.  Hamilton — engrossing  certificates  .  .        3.o0 

Charles  VV.  Tower — photo  and  autograph  cuts  .         7.35 

F.  A.  Bassette  Co.— printing  l.M  by-law  booklets  .  52.05 

F.  A.  Bassette  Co. — 500  clasp  envelopes        .  .  8.25 

F.  A.  Bassette  Co.  —000  annual  reports  .  .  141.30 

Charles  \Y.  Tower— postage  f917-18  reports  .  8.00 

305  envelopes  (same  appearing  in  1918  report )        .  .  11.53 

Total  Disihu.skmknts         .  .  .  .  .  .     —  8243.08 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certification  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

/ 

Treasurer. 

AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


Bpringheld,  Mass.,  January  3d,  1920. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year   1919  and  find  the  balance  on  hand  Decem- 
ber 31sl  to  be  $80.39.    The  items  included  in  said  balance  are  as  follows: 
Deposited  with  Millinocket  Trust  Co.  (book  No.  2550)  $73.95 

Interest  on  above  for  year  1919 2.00 

Balance  in  Shclburnc  Falls  National  Bank  .  .  .  9.48 


Total 


£80.39 


<fwtfatjr   ^HI-/^tr-  y/\n^r£4y 


Auditors. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.,  December  31,  1920. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  which  covers  the 
period  from  January  1,  1920  to  December  31,  1920: 

Total  Receipts  for  period,  including  balance  of  $80.39 

from  1919 $414-17 

Total  Disbursements  for  said  period  .....  159.76 

Leaving  a  Balance  of $254.41 


The  Receipts  for  the  Period  Were  Made  Up  as  Follows: 

1913  dues  .                              .          .  $1.00 

101-1  dues  ...                    ...  l.oo 

1915  dues            . 1.00 

1916  dues  ....  1.00 

1017  dues  .                      .           .           .           .  3.00 

1918  dues  .          .                    ....  5.00 

1010  dues  ...  1S.00 

1020  dues                          130.00 

1921  dues 1.00      $164.00 


Interest  on  savings  account 

Applications        ...... 

Balance  on  hand  .January  1,  1020 

Total  for  general  Society  account 
Account  of  second  volume  of  Tower  Genealogy 
Acount  of  1021  Reunion 

Grand  Total  —receipts  for  all  accounts 


1 .78 

7.00 

80.39 

$93 

58 

oO 
50 

$262.17 


S414.1' 


GENERAL  SOCIETY   ACCOUNT 


Total  Receipts 
Total  Disbursements 

Total  on   Hand  for  General  Account 


$202.17 
02.00 

$170.17 


Disbursements  nut  General  Society  Account  Itemized  Ark  as  Follows 
(covering  vouchers,  all  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Treasurer). 


Frances  R.  Sullivan— printing  receipt  hooks 
(i.  J.  Tower — stamped  envelopes,  express  and 

supplies        ....... 

The  F.  A.  Basset  te  Co.— printing 

II.  J.  Sawyer— one  Shannon  bill  file 

.1.  W.  Tower  -stamped  envelopes 

A.  A.  Spear— flowers  for  furneral  of  Geo.  \V.  Tower 

J.  B.  Ramson     typing  4  copies  T.G.S.  mailing    list 

Fifth  Ave.  Letter  Shop   -envelopes 

Tower  Bros.  Stationery  Co. — stationery 


$7.50 

0.70 
13  Al 

1.50 

0.72 
15-00 
25.00 

7.44 

2.20        $92.00 


trkasi  ri:us  kki'okt 
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There*  is  one  unpaid  bill  outstanding,  which  is  balance 
on  note  of  George  W.  Tower  on  memorial  fund 

account  and  amounts  to  .... 

Your  Treasurer  has  on  file  but  not  paid  three  pledges 
for  Second  Volume  of  the  Tower  Genealogy 

1  for $100.03 

1  for 50.0') 

1  for 20.00 


s  1  1  i  i  .(  )(  ) 


Amounting  to      ......  . 

Your  Treasurer  also  has  on  file,  hut  not  paid,  two  pledges 
for  the  1921  Reunion  account 

1  for $25.00 

1  for 20.00 


Amounting  \> 


$170.00 


$45.00 


ACCOUNT  OF  SKCONI)  VOLUME  OF  TOWER  GENEALOGY 

Total  Re<  kii'ts         ......... 

Total  Disbursements       ........ 


Balance  on  Hand  for  this  account 


$93.50 
33.89 

$59.61 


Disbursements  for  Account  ok  Slco\i>  Volume 
T.  G.  Itemized  as  Follows  (covering  vouchers, 
all  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Treasurer). 

J.  R.  »Sulh van— -printing  receipt  books 

The Bassette  Co. — printing  folders 

.1 .  Wallace  Tower — stamped  envelopes 

The  Letter  Shop — addressing  envelopes 

Total  Disbursements         .... 


S2.S8 

13.85 

9.72 

7.44 


.33.89 


ACCOUNT  OF  1921  REUNION  AT  HINGIIAM,   MASS 


Total  Receipts 

T<  )TA  l   Disb ursem  ents 

Balance  for  this  account 


$58.50 
33.87 

$24.63 


Disbursements  for  Account  of  1021  Reunion  at 
Minoham  Itemized  as  Follows  (covering  vouch- 
ers, all  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Treas- 
urer): 

Frances  R.  Sullivan — Reunion  receipt  hooks 

The  Bassette  Co. — printing  folders 

J.  Wallace  Tower — stamped  envelopes 

Letter  Shop — addressing  envelopes 
Total  Disbursements 


S2.87 

13.85 

9.72 

7.43 


$33.87 


The  hooks  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certification  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,  Mass.,  January  15,  1921. 

This  certifies  thai  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1920  and  the  same  are  found  correct. 

The  amount  on  hand  December  31,  192(1  is  us  follows; 
Millinocket  Trust  Co.  (book  2550)  $101.91 

Shelbume  Falls'  Savings  Bank      ....  82.00 

Interested  to  be  credited      ...  .  4.78 

Shelhurne   Falls   National    Bank   which   includes  one 

check  for  $49.51  outstanding  .  .  .      54.23      $302.92 

Less  outstanding  check 49-51 

8253.41 
To  balance  Looks 1.00 


$25  [  .  I 1 


^fwbfetfr    (A'rtl/^t-  \At~UrCl, 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Shell. urne  halls.  Mass.,  December  31,  1921. 
Mr.   President  and   Bellow   Members: 

Vimr  treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  which  covers  the 
period  from  January  1,  1921  to  December  31,  1921. 
Total    Receipts    for    period    (including    balance   of 

$254.41  from  1920)  ....  $005.02 

Total   Dihiurhemexts  for  same  period         .....  303*.02 


Leaving ;a  BALANCE  of $241.40 


Tin:  Receipts  for  tjhk  Period  Were  Made   Up  as  Follows: 

1911  dues                                                    .            .  Si. 00 

1912  dues                                                                 .  2.00 

1913  dues                                      .                                    .  I). 00 

1914  dues  7.00 

1915  dues  .  .  .  .  7.00 
1910  dues  ...  7.00 
1917  dues  .  ...  7.00 
I'H.S  dues                                                    .                         .  0.00 

1919  dues                                11.00 

1920  dues 23.00 

1921  dues                                              17)1.00 

1922  dues .  14.00 

1923  dues            .                    .'....  4.00 

1924  dues                                            ....  2.00 

1925  dues                         .                      .           .           .           .  2.00 

One  life  member          .          ....          .          .  25.00      $278.00 

Account  of  seednd  volume  of  Tower  Genealogy      .  .                  3.00 

Account  of  1921   Reunion     ...                       .  .                   00.00 

Interest  on  Savings  Hank  Account          ....  9.01 


§350.61 
Balance  from  1920 254,41 

Ghaxd  Total — Receipts  kor  all  Accounts      ....  $005-02 


TKKAM1  KKR'S   KKI'OlJT 


r, 


Di-ki  kskmknts    iok    General   Society    Account 
Itemized    wky.  as  Follows  (covering  vouchers, 

all  of  which  arc  in  1  he  hands  of  your  Treasurer): 
G.  J.  Tower— stamped  envelopes  and  express 
T.  A.  Hamilton  - -engrossing  diplomas 
('harlo-  V.  Howe — engraving  Test  imonial  for  F.  L.  Tower 
Walter   L.  Ttrtver     500  stamped  envelopes  for  year 

lOl.s-1010 

Supplies   -Reunion   Account 

J.  Wallace  Tower— stamped  envelopes 

Fifth  Ave.  Letter -Shop— mailing  tteunion  notices 

F.  A.  Bassette  Co.—  Ueunion  notices  and  cut 

Deficit — Reuhion  dinner  and  supper 

Rev.  James  II.  IVardon  -address  at   Reunion 

John  Stodder     janitor  at  Wilder  Hall 

New  Knghiml  Decorating  ( 'o.     Tent  ami  decorations 

A.  R.  Lopez  &  Bio.-  -375  badges.  25  committee  badtres 


$S.S5 

5.X2 

7. 70 

10.80 

133.32 

$37.41 

33. H 

25.25 

1  14.50 

10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

05.1  id 

S330.30 

$303.02 
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morial   fund 

I  10.00 


ACCOUNT  OF  SKCONI)  VOLITMK  OF  TOWKU  GENEALOGY 


Total    Receipts    (including  receipts   for   period   in- 
cluding balance  $59.01,  December  31,  11*21). 
Deposited  in  Bank       .......  SO-!. til 


ACCX)UNT  OF   1021    REUNION  AT  UINGHAM,  .MASS. 


Total  Receipts  (including  balance  of  $24.03 

December  31,  1920;       .... 

Total  Disbursements       .... 


$84.63 
330.30 


Taken  from  general  account  to  make  up  deficit       ....  S245.67 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certification  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


& 


Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


Springfield,  Mass.,  January  1  1,  1922. 

This  certifies  thai  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1(.*21  and  same  are  found  correct. 

The  amount  on  hand  December  31,  1921  is  as  follows: 

Millinocket  Trust  Co.,  (Book  No.  2550)                   .  $173.41 

Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Hank,  (Book  No.  (505)       .  114.89 

Shelburne  Falls  National  Hank 33.10 


Tot 


11.10 


</\lmyP~U/t  c\'Ml>t>i<%4-  v/^tT^&L/ 


Auditor. 


GROUP  PICTURES 


As  there  has  been  recent  inquiry  regarding  group  pictures  taken  at  some  of 
the  earlier  reunions,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  pictures  at  all  of  the 
Hingham  and  Gohasset  reunions,  excepting  191(5  reunion  when  no  picture  was 
taken,  and  at  the  reunion  of  1921,  were  made  l>y  Mr.  S.  Arakelyan  of  12  Kliot  St  . 
Cambridge,  Mass.  The  pictures  for  the  L02I  reunion  at  Hingham  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Walter  C.  Gardner,  of  78  Klin  St.,  Keene,  N.  II.  The  picture  tor  the  1918 
reunion  at  Springfield  was  taken  by  The  Kichler  Studio  of  389  Main  St.,  Spring- 
field, Mass.  The  pictures  of  the  1912  reunion  at  Detroit  wore  taken  by  Spooner 
and  Wells,  Inc.,  photographers  of  that  city. 

Over  1000  faces  appear  in  this  series  of  pictures  and  probably  over  o00 
individual  Towers. 

Anyone  wishing  to  secure  copies  of  any  of  the  pictures  should  communicate 
directly  with  the  photographers  tit  the  addresses  given. 


OUK  PILGRIM  HERITAGE 

KDWAIH)   NICHOLS  (8) 
CollNKsi*,  Muss. 

mkmmkk  w,    inu 

1. 
Toward  Plymouth  Hock  the  Nation's  eyes  are  turned, 

Ami  Plymouth's  streets  re-echo  to  the  tread 
Of  throngs,  for  whom  the  altar  fires  have  burned 

Three  hundred  years,  to  mark  their  honored  dead 
Who  risked  their  all  for  Faith  and  Freedom's  sake, 
Who  trod  the  Mayflower's  deck  or  followed  in  her  wake 


Thai  Pilgrim  Band  we  honor  and  revere, 

Then-  names  we  love,  their  deeds  we  oft   recite, 

And  multitudes  have  come  from  far  and  near. 
To  view  the  pageant  set  before  their  sighl 

Of  act  and  dvvd,  by  which  they  won  their  way, 

And  kept  the  faith,  preserved  unto  our  day. 

III. 
And  we.  who  boast  descent   from  that   hold  strain 

Of  pious  manhood,  which  a  tyrant's  will 
Dispersed  to  foreign  lands,  o'er  treaeherous  main, 

That  type  of  manhood  which  uphold.-  us  still; 
Shall  we  not  dwell  a  little  in  the  Past, 
Rehearsing  deeds  of  men,  whose  memories  shall  last? 

IV. 
'Twas  lmt  a  decade  and  a  few  years  space, 

After  the  famous  landing  on  the  rock: 
Thai  Hinghani's  shores  became  the  dwelling  place 

Of  sturdy  Kdmond  Ilol.art  and  his  flock; 
Hare  Cove  'twas  called,  and  in  a  few  yeai>  more 
Came  other  settlers  to  this  peaceful  shore. 

V. 
From  Ilingliam  in  old  Rugland  came  this  hand, 

And  in  the  year  of  sixteen  thirty-five 
Came  Lincolns,  Uerseys,  bearings,  to  this  strand, 

Whose  numerous  descendants  live  and  thrive 
Among  us  still  and  keep  alive  each  name, 
Which  has  to  Hingham  given  her  wealth  and  fame. 

VI. 

Soon  other  settlers  followed;  Robert  Peck, 
And  Peter  Hobart,  minister  of  power, 

Scorning  a  monarch's  wrath  and  bishop's  heck; 

Ami  with  these  settlers  came  our  own  John  Tower, 

Our  common  ancestor,  whose  worth  today, 

We  gather  to  relate,  and  to  him,  tribute  pay. 

VII. 

Jle  was  a  staunch  and  sturdy  pioneer, 
A  man  of  action,  be  his  quarrel  just; 

\Y,ho  shunned  not  prison  bars,  who  did  not  fear 

To  flout  authority,  if  so  he  must; 
From  tyranny  he  tied  across  the  sea, 
And  tyrants  found  no  place  with  such  as  he. 
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VIII. 

A  man  of  acres  was  .John  Tower,  I  ween, 

A   place  to  dwell,  a   plot    to  till  and  plant, 

Ten  acres  here  of  marsh  and  upland  preen, 

And  there  a  share  of  "  Con  i  basset  t's"  granl ; 
A  lot  at  Lyford's  Liking,  and  Great  Plain, 
And  may  this  land  with  his  descendants  long  remain. 

IX. 
lie  felled  the  virgin  forest   with  his  axe, 

lie  hewed  the  trunks  for  lumber,  burned  the  brush; 
Hard  was  the  tabor,  but  the  sturdy  backs 

Of  early  settlers,  labor  could  not  crush; 
And  husky  sons  were  gathered  'round  llls  board, 
And  hearty  fare  the  field  ami  streams  afford. 


X. 
When  partisans  arose  to  press  the  claims 

Of  Karnes  and  Allen  for  a  Captain's  slake, 
True  to  his  friends,  John  Tower  declared  his  aims, 

And  went  to  prison  for  his  conscience's  sake 
"  Ilm-diani's  Rebellion,"  it  is  often  claimed 
Secured  the  rights  at  which  our  l-'athers  aimed. 

XI. 

When  strong  King  Philip's  devastating  ire 

Spread  o'er  the  land  its  dread  of  lire  ami  pillage, 
John  Tower  refused  the  Colony's  desire 

That  all  should  gather  in  the  settled  village; 
Hut.  with  four  sons  he  garrisoned  his  farm 
And  bade  defiance  to  the  red-man's  harm. 

XII. 
These  are  but  glimpses  of  the  settler's  life 

I'pright  and  downright  were  the  days  they  spent, 
John  Tower  of  old  and  Margaret,  his  wife. 

And  worthy  of  him  was  the  help  she  lent. 
Her  children  were  her  jewels,  as  of  old. 
Cornelia  prized  her  sons  above  her  neighbors'  gold. 

X  1 1 1 . 
Out  of  the  Past,  these  scenes  engage  our  view, 

The  Homestead,  with  its  low  and  sheltering  eaves, 
The  housewife's  turning  wheel,  the  emblem  true 

Of  patient  industry,  which  spins  and  weaves 
Into  the  warp  of  Destiny,  the  strand 
Which  guarantees  the  future  of  our  Land. 

XIV. 
You,  who  have  come  from  far  away,  remember. 

When  you  shall  visit  Plymouth,  as  you  will. 
The  sacrifices  of  that  bleak  December, 

The  toil,  the  strife,  the  suffering  ami  the  ill; 
These  things  were  borne  that  you  might  live  at  ease. 
Thus  was  our  freedom  brought  across  the  seas. 

XV. 
For  us  the  Pilgrims  braved  the  stormy  ocean. 

For  us  they  suffered  ill  and  want  ami  pain; 
Ours  is  the  heritage  of  their  devotion, 

Their's  was  the  peril  past,  ours  is  the  gain. 
The  courage  which  sustained  these  men  of  power 
Is  left  us  bv  our  ancestor,  JOHN   TOWKR. 
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ADDRESS  BY  JAMES  II.   PEARDON 

Minister  nf  Second  Parish 


AT  Wll.DKK   mkmorlu.   HALL,  SOUTH    HIXGHAM,   MASS. 
July  30.  1921 


Membkkh  of  tiii:  TOWER   Family: 

There  was  an  old  preacher  who  on  one  occasion  took  his  text  from  Acts  2:40. 
"Save  yourselves  from  this  untoward  generation."  Hut  his  learning,  not  being 
equal  to  his  righteousness  of  purpose,  he  read  the  passage  -"Save  yourselves  from 
this  untowered  generation."  Someone  pointed  out  the  mistake,  and  the  old  man 
got  no  more  pleasure  out  of  the  text.  Vet,  the  sermon  idea  was  right,  notwith- 
standing the  slip  in  exegesis.  A  heedless,  intractable  people  are  morally  untowered 
and  defenceless. 

Hut  looking  over  this  company,  and  the  family  trees  upon  the  walls  of  the 
old  house  yonder,  we  cannot  very  well  charge  the  people  of  today  with  living  an 
un-Tow ei'eil  generation.  You  are  to  lie  congratulated,  and  so  are  we,  upon  the 
number  of  Towers  that   there  are  in  the  world. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  persons  are  the  bulwarks  of  nations.  We  live  and  move, 
and  have  our  being  in  the  lives  of  people.  They  are  our  strength  and  defence,  our 
shelter  and  the  source  of  the  joy  and  comfort  of  our  souls.  The  world  that  we  think 
about,  the  world  that  we  care  about  and  in  which  we  live  is  the  world  of  beings, 
and  the  places  that  we  remember  and  love  are  those  that  are  invested  with  spiri- 
tual meaning  by  t  he  lives  that  are,  or  have  been,  lived  in  t  heir  midst. 

So  it  is  natural  and  proper  that  we  should  feel  an  interest  in  our  human  kin- 
ship. We  desire  company  and  the  sense  of  intimate  relationship  with  other  beings. 
It  is  an  inner  satisfaction,  and  gives  the  feeling  of  strength  and  spiritual  solidarity. 
I  low  t  rue  it  is  t  hat  we  are  members  one  of  a  not  her.  The  -a  me  life,  and  same  spirit, 
are  the  quickening  and  joy  of  all  of  our  lives. 

It  is  not  given  me  to  claim  possession  of  so  much  as  even  a  little  twig  of  the 
Tower  Genealogical  Tree,  hut  I  have  been  happy,  Zacheus-likc,  in  climbing  up 
into  its  branches  to  get  a  view  of  the  life  and  doings  around  here  in  the  earlier 
limes;  and  to  see  those  ties  of  spirit  of  which  we  have  been  speaking  reaching  out, 
binding  llingham  with  Old  llingham  and  New  Kngland  with  Old  Kngland. 

My  folks  came  from  Kngland  too:  my  Father's  people  from  Jaeobstowe  in  the 
South  \Vesl  .  1  have  disclaimed  ownership  in  your  genealogy  but  how  do  we  know 
that  some  of  your  ancestors,  in  a  luckless  moment,  may  not  have  formed  some 
alliance  with  mine'/  Anyway,  if  in  retracing  our  family  lines  we  unearth  some  old 
fellow  who  wasn't  all  he  should  have  been  let  us  keep  each  ot  her'-  secret . 

In  fact,  our  families  must  be  related  back  there  somewhere.  For  neither  you 
nor  I  have  come  from  nowhere.  Our  blood  and  being  of  necessity  run  hack  to 
hundred-  and  thousands  of  generations,  even  though  the  names  we  now  bear  be 
contoried  and  lost  in  t  he  mists  of  ancient  uncertainty.  Indeed  Paul,  getting  back 
lo  lirsl  principles  in  his  famous  speech  at  Athens,  declared  that  ( iod  ■"hath  made 
of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth." 

One  of  your  genealogists,  I  believe,  thinks  it  possible  that  the  Tower  lineage 
may  run  back  to  Oswald  Tower  of  Lancaster,  Kngland.  who  lived  about  (Wit)  A-D. 
If  that  is  never  proved,  si  ill  don't  worry  about  the  antiquity  of  your  race.  The  fact 
t  hat  you  are  here  now  is  proof  positive  that  t  he  germs  of  bein-i  from  w  Inch  your  life 
has  come,  have  been  in  I  he  world  since  the  lirsl  man  on  earth  saw  the  light  of  day! 

That  is  rather  a  staggering  thought .  We  are  older  than  the  Pilgrims;  and  the 
Power  that  has  brought  us  here  has  gone  to  a  good  deal  of  trouble  to  produce  us. 
1  Ie  surely  must  think  we  are  worth  something,  even  if  we  don't  think  so  ourselves. 

And  so,  Friends,  as  I  see  it,  our  interest  in  genealogy  is  not  so  much  in  tracing 
it  backward  to  great  distances,  as  in  knowing  its  relationship  to  definite  scenes  and 
events;  and  our  real  pleasure  in  the  matter  is  in  finding  our  folks  intimately  con- 
nected with  important  happenings,  and  epoch-inakmg  actions.  What  part  the 
Towers  played  in  the  social  life  of  Old  Kngland  has  yet  to  be  definitely  learned; 
but,  the  history  of  llingham,  and  this  new  venture  in  civilization,  cannot  be  written 
wit h  their  name  left  out . 
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Who  can  help  having  the  greatest  admiration  for  :ill  the  adventurous  men  and 
women  who  left  the  old  world  for  a  new,  in  I  lie  days  of  tin-  Pilgrim  and  Puritan 
emigration?  You  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  your  wisdom  in  the  selection  of 
your  immediate  ancestors.  'II  icy  were  the  righl  kind  of  people  to  star!  things  with. 
We  are  to  note  their  spiritual  sturdiness.  They  had  staying  qualities,  for  they  put 
spiritual  values  above  material.  We  should  note  that,  because  such  a  valuation  of 
life  is  really  its  determining  factor,  gives  ii  perspective  and  makes  the  things 
people  do  of  real  interest  to  others. 

To  the  early  sett  lei's  in  this  new  land,  the  things  of  the  heart  and  mind  came 
first.  The  question  was  not  "Can  I  be  rich  and  powerful,"  bill  "Can  I  be  self- 
respecting  and  free?"  Tin-  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  inner  realities  of  life  and 
not  upon  its  oui  ward  forms;  and  binding  aut  hority  was  inward  not  out  ward.  And 
so  in  the  midsl  of  an  untoward  generation  they  became  Non-Conformists.  And 
when  the  Rev.  Robert  Peck,  of  Old  llingham,  was  faced  with  the  alternative  of 
denying  his  manhood  or  beginning  life  all  over  again  in  a  new  place,  he  chose  the 
latter,  and  came  over  liere  with  a  number  of  his  parishioners.  John  Tower  was  one 
of  that  number.    That  was  in  1037. 

Those  people  had  courage.  It  takes  courage  to  uproot  one's  life  where  it  is 
well  established  and  transplant  one's  self  in  entirely  different  condition.-.  Dis- 
posing of  their  belongings  at  a  sacrifice,  they  braved  the  elements,  the  wilds  uf 
nature  and  the  hostility  of  savages^  They  had  Kaith.  They  believed  thai  they 
could,  and  would,  win  through  to  I'Ycedom  and  a  better  life.  They  had  "'Vision" 
and  an  ideal;  and  "endured  as  seeing  the  invisible." 

They  were  the  Pioneers  of  a  new  and  higher  civilization.  What!  a  higher 
civilization?  Think  of  the  humbleness  of  their  lot,  and  the  industrial  crudeness  of 
(hose  early  years!  Nevertheless,  they  were  Pioneer-  oi  a  higher  civilization.  I  or 
civilization  is  essentially  spiritual,  it  is  a  mailer  of  ideas  and  ideals.  And  today. 
we  are  seeing  the  ideas  and  ideals  of  the  New  World  gradually  becoming  those  of 
the   Old. 

All  the  past  we  leave  behind, 

We  debouch  upon  a  newer,  mightier 

world,  varied  world, 
ITesh  and  strong  the  world  we  seize, 

world  of  labor  and  I  he  march, 
Pioneers!      ()   Pioneers! 

We  detachments  steady  throwing, 
Down  the  edges,  through  the  passes, 

up  the  mountain  sleep, 
Conquering,  holding,  daring,  ventur- 
ing as  we  go  the  unknown  vvavs, 


Pi... 


U  Pi 


-Whitman'. 


Does  not  the  thought  of  their  lives  stir  in  us  a  lively  desire  for  deeper  experi- 
ence and  wort  h-while  adventure,  a  desire  to  know  t  he  joy  of  discovery,  and  to  win- 
success  for  ourselves  and  do  something  worthy  and  satisfying?  Would  you  not 
abandon  the  shelter  and  comfort  of  your  inherited  lot  to  try  conclusions  again  wit  h 
the  Wilderness,— if  someone  would  only  tell  you  where  that  wilderness  is?  The 
Wilderness  is  now  spiritual,  and  it  is  most  everywhere.  And  there  is  work  enough 
for  us  to  do  t  herein. 

John  Tower,  it  seems,  subdued  his  portion  of  the  Wilderness.  He  acquired 
considerable  lands;  and  fought  not  a  little  in  maintaining  his  title  rights.  lie  must 
have  been  thrifty  and  industrious  to  have  spread  himself  out  so  far.  lie  was  an 
adventurer  of  the  adventurers,  his  house  being  the  farthest  out  on  the  edge  of 
things.  He,  of  them  all,  vent  ured  the  nearest  to  South  Hingham  where  we  now  are! 
Certain  lands  in  Rhode  Island  he  acquired,  but  could  not  hold  in  the  face  of  other 
claimants;  and  he  took  up  property  in  the  wilds  westward.  In  regard  to  those 
Lancaster  holdings,  there  came  to  be  a  ruling  that  unless  they  were  settled  upon. 
they  should  be  forfeited.  And  John  Tower  abandoned  them  rather  than  leave 
Hineham. 


MEMORIAL  HALL  ADDUES* 


So  1  take  it  thai  1  Imgham  was  the  place  of  liis  heart's  desire.  And  now,  after 
three  cent uiies,  notwithstanding  that  the  soil  is  no  less  sandy,  I  am  going  to  say 
that  I  approve  of  his  regard  for  this  place.  Here  he  lived,  conquering  and  sub- 
duing, lie  fortified  his  home,  making  if  safe  for  the  whole  family,  children  and 
grandchildren;  and,  because  of  his  influence  and  ability  to  cope  with  the  Indians, 
lie  became  a  source  of  strength  and  an  outpost  of  defence  to  the  Town,  so  that 
Mingham  was  not  ''Un-Towered." 

I  wish  you  God-speed  in  your  development .  May  this  sense  of  kinship  grow 
and  mean  more  and  more  to  you,  as  t  he  years  <i;o  by,  res!  raining  from  evil  and  con- 
ducing to  good;  that  the  future  of  your  great  family  may  be  even  more  glorious 
than  its  past .  You  are  fortunate  indeed  in  that  you  can  all  think  back  along  your 
several  genealogical  lines,  till  you  find  them  to  focus  in  the  united  life  of  .John 
Tower  and  Margaret  Ibrook.  r-'or  al  thai  common  fountain  you  may  ever  find 
spiritual  refreshment  and  inspiration  for  the  ordering  of  vour  lives,  to  the  help  and 
blessing  of  the  world. 


MARTIN   EUQENE  SMITH    (S) 

Northampton,  Ma--,. 

Member  Executive  Rnaid 

(Samuel  Branch) 
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TOWER  REGISTRATION  LIST 

Old  Homestead,  I tiiignata,  Mass.,  July  30,  l'.rjl 


By  the  name  of  Turn  r: 

Alice  Catherine,  South  Boston. 

Alniatiu  Josephine,  Mrs  ,  Cohasset. 

Ad, -line  VVinqna  Ashley.  Mis.,  Springfield. 

Carl  Vernon,  Collegeville,  IVnu. 

Charles,  Melrose. 

Charles  Wesley,  W,, .thin-ton. 

Charles  Sumner.  Mrs.,  East  Weymouth. 

Charlotte  Sophronia,  Cohasset. 

Clyde  Omar,  Greenville,  Mich. 

Cullen  Brvant,  Spi  in-held. 

Daniel  Nichols,  Cohasset. 

Daniel  Webster,  Grand  Kapids,  Mich. 

Electa  (ircgurv,  Mrs.,  WoithinKton. 

Frank  Warren'.  Sprin-liel.1. 

George  Arthur,  Hin«diani  Center. 

George  Arthur,  Mis.,  Hingham  Center. 

George  B  .  Worcester. 

George  Martin,  Springfield. 

George  Warren,  Mrs.,  South  Boston. 

Gilbert  Judson,  Shellmrne.  Fulls. 

Harriet   Mabel  (Hich),   Mrs.,  Greenville,  Mich 

Helen  Adeline  (Carter),  Mrs  ,  South  Hingham 

Herberl   Lorenzo,  Springfield. 

Isabellc  Maria.  Grand  Kapids,  Mich. 

James  Wallace,  New  York.  X.  V. 

John  Brewer,  Wellesley  Hills 

John  Henry,  North  Weymouth. 

John  lleurv,  Mrs.,  North  Weymouth. 

John  II. rook.  South  Hingham. 

Laura  A.,  Worcester. 

Laura  Tilden,  Mrs  .  Hingham  Center. 

Lewis  Clark.  South  Orange.  X.  J. 

Lewis  Clark.  Mrs.,  South  Orange,  X.  J. 

Lewis  Ralston,  South  Orange,  X.  J. 

Lewis  Raymond,  Greenville,  Mich, 

Louis  M..  Hingham. 

Mabel  Clara.  Mrs.,  Springfield. 

Marion  11  ,  Hingham. 

Mel.  Brooks.  Spokane,  Wash; 

Minnie  K..  Mrs.,  Suringfi«:ld. 

Xellie    Mal.elle,   (  I i  ,  rli  ville,    Mi.h. 

Oliver.  Hingham. 
Ray  "J",  Greenville,  Mich. 
Samuel  Lewi,.  Greenville,  Mich. 
Theda  May,  Spokane,  Wash 
Virginia  Iledden,  Miss,  Hingham. 
Waller  Lamont,   Dalton. 
Walter  Monroe,  Northampton. 


Other  than  Tower: 

Amiable,  Susa  Olive   (Martin),  Grand   Rapids, 

Mich. 
Articary,  Fannie  Geraldine,  Somervillc. 
Articary,  John  Stanley,  Somerville. 
Badger,  Marv  Adaline,  (Tower),  Canton 
Bailey.C  Will.Easl  Weymouth. (Boston Globe) 
Barker,  A.  Edna,  Hingham  Center. 
Haiti,  tt.  Lucius  Warren,  Windsor,  Conn. 
Bates.  Florence  Nightingale,  Cohasset. 
Bellows,   Miss  Annie  Tower,   Manville,   U.  I. 
Bellows,   Miss  Carrie  Maria.   Manville.   II.   I. 


Burner,  Mir,.  Charles  S  ,  Maiden. 

Burrell,  Ethel  Frances,  South  Hingham. 

Burrell,  Nellie  Jacobs  (Tower),  South  Hingham. 

Cap.n.  Arthur  Granville.  Worthington. 

Carter.   Miss   Marv    Louise,   Old    Homestead." 

Clark.  Elizabeth  Maria  (Tower),  Rockland. 

Coiifurti,   Marion  Tower,  Worcester. 

Cross,  Charles  S.,  Hiugham  Center. 

Cross,  Frank  S.,  Hingham  Center, 

Cross,  Mrs.  Hum    1  ■'..  Hingham  Center. 

Duggan.  Ella  Mabel  (Tower)  Quiiicv 

Edwards,  Mr,.  Harriel  (Tower),  Naugatuck, 
( 'onii. 

l'ra/.er,   Mrs    Sarah   II..  Ch.  l„-a. 

Gardner,  Katie  Gerturde.  South  H'uigham. 

Gardner,  Walter  Clinton,  Keeue,  X.  II. 

Gates,  Charles  William.  rMetshani. 

Hathaway.  Ruth,  Waverlv. 

Heath.   Mrs.   Fhebe  Swart,.   Edgeu I.   R.   I. 

Howe,.  Ella  Maud  (Tower.)  Medford. 

Howe,,   llarrv   Mark.   Medford. 

Km-.  Ella  Marion  (Tower),  Wavcrly. 

King,   Marguerite  Stone,  Waverlv 

Kingsburv,  Josephine  R.,  Keen.-.'  X.  11. 

I.andon,  Nlr,.  Samuel.  Somerville. 

Langlcv,  Mrs  Elmira  Whipple  ,  I'i.-w  ,  Edge- 
Wood.     \i       I 

Leonard.  Alon/.o.  Campello. 
Leonard.  Byron.  East   Weymouth. 
Leonard.   Flora   lata  .Tower).  Campello. 
Leonard,  Haze!  Eraser  (Clark),  K<m  Wevmouth. 
Livingston.  Mrs.  A.,  Dorchester. 
Miranda.  I     It.,  Dorchester. 
Miranda.   Mrs.   I     R.,   Doreehster 
Miranda,   Louise,  Dorchester. 
Mulliken.  Albion  l.e,ier.  Somerville 
Mullikeii.  Eli/a  Ann.,  Somerville. 
Nelson,  Elvin  S.    'OKI  Homestead." 
Osborn,  Mrs.  John  F.,  Cambridge. 
Peck.  Mi-  Elizabeth  T  ,  Ne«    Britiaii.  Conn. 
iVardom.Lev.  .1     II..  South  Hinsdiam. 
Rogers.  J.  o  ,  Boston 
lingers,   Miriam   L.   Reed.   Roslindale 
Ross,  Piiikhain  B  .  Dorchester. 
Shenard.  Fanny  CL,  Needham  Heights. 
Smith,  Martin  Eugene,  Nortlmmntou. 
Sprague,  Mr,.  Bela  Tower!  Hingham. 
Sprague,  Grace  Idiot   Whitlnou,  lluighnin. 
Stevens,  Mvra  Tower,  Worthington. 
Stoddard,  Mrs.  Emma  Jane  (Tower).  Braintree. 
Suhanek,  Mrs    Ermina  Drurv  iHartl.it).  Hart- 
Ford.  Conn. 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  Loella  (Monroe).  Brockton. 
Thome.  Alice.  South  Hingham 
Thurston.  Mr,.  Martha  E  .  Everett. 
Tutty,  Marion  Evelyn,  -old  Homestead." 
Willeox,  Mrs.  Mvra  Tower,  Franklin. 

Notk— ItrmemlH-r.  There  are  always  de- 
scendant., and  their  friends  who  tail  to  register. 
It  your  name  doe,  not  a-., .ear  in  the  above  list 
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Member  X6.  329 — .John  Francis  Glecson  Tower1".  .Jeremiah  Branch. 

Enlistee!  U.  S.  \.  July  1917,  served  in   Hospital  Corps  a1   Korft 
Annapolis,  Md.  during  the  war. 


k.  Va. 


TOWERS  AND  TOWMR  DESCENDANTS  IX 
SERVICE  DURING  THE   I  ATE  WAR 


III- 


Arthur  Frederick  Tower1",  I  J.  S.  Aviation,  Rochester,  X.  V. 
Alfred  Leigh  Tower*  2ml  Lieut.,  M.  A.  C,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Edward  .J.  Tower,  1st  Lieut.,  312th  Field  Artillery.    Address  not  known. 

Harold  Lylc  Tower8,  Co.  F.8th  Inf..  Delaplaine,  Ark.    Xow  (Dec.  1921)  stationed 

in  Cermanv. 

lalo  Tower1",  NOth  Arco.,  A.  S.  S.  C,  A.  E.  F.,  Rainbow  Div.,  ICldora,  Iowa. 

Joseph  Sibley  Tower*,  died  in  France  in  World  War.    Beaver  Center,  Pa. 

Loring  Harnuin  Tower9,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Instructor,  A.  I'.  M.  B.    Kelly  Field, 

Franklin  L'nivcrsity. 

Louis  Malcolm  Tower,  Hingham,  Mass.,  Naval  Reserves 

Martin  Van  Buren  Tower11,  West  Haven,  Conn.  Died  a 1  Boston  Training  School 
lor  DHieers  Sept.  20,  If)  18.    Had  enlisted  for  I  he  war. 

Corp.  Roy  Leslie  Tower",  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  Vale  Blues,  Overseas  Sept.  1917, 
Co.  I).  102  Inf.,  wounded  22  times  at  Battle  of  Seiehprcy,  -even  month-  in 
Hospitals  abroad.    Returned  Dec.  17.  1918. 

('apt.  Roderick  Tower'',  New  York,  X.  V.    Air  Service. 

William  Reginald  Tower*,  1st  Lieut.,  Boston,  Mass. 

William  Sidney  Tower1,  Greenfield,  Mass.,  Co.  C.  58th  Inf.,  wounded  Aug.  li,  1918. 

('apt.  Maurice  Clenen  Bigelow9,  Denver,  Colo.    Capt.  28th  Inf.  now  stationed  at 

Camp  Dix,  X.  J. 

Henry  Tower  Bamaby9,  Co.  (J.  1  1th  V.  S.  Regulars.    Address  not  known. 
Alfred  C  Cooper10,  1st  Lieut.,  Chicopee,  Mass.    Air  service  abroad. 

Herbert    L.  Cooper1",  2nd   Lieut-,  Chicopee,   Mass.  ftllg.  Corps  service  abroad. 
Sgt.  Frank  Raul  Curtis'",  North  Adams,  Mass.,  Co.  C.  10th  ttng.  A.  K.  F. 
Chauncey  K.  lOaton9,  Ensign,  South  Sudbury,  Mass. 
Roland  II.  Raton',  tfng.  Corps.,  South  Sudbury,  Mass. 
Rarl  Alfred  Criswold1",  S.  A.  T.  C,  Buckland,  Mass. 

Harold  Dean  (Jriswold10,  2nd  Lieut.,  Xew    York,  X.  Y.     Dis.  Military  Inspector, 

Southern  Dis. 

Jerome  Webb  Hill1",  Chicopee,  Mass..  Quartermaster,  V.  S.  X.,  member  radio 
squad.    Died  Jan.  30,  1920  at  Mare  Island  Hospital,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Merrill  Baxter  King11,  Boston,  Mass.  Unlisted  in  Canada,  placed  in  Black  Watch 
Regiment,  wounded  by  sword  thrust  and  was  in  hospital  until  close  of  the  war 

Pearl  Spencer  King11,  Boston,  Mass.    ICnlisted  in  Navy  and  was  on  the  battleship 

Columbia. 

Chester  Clark  Marsh",  Northampton,  Mass.  U.S.  X.  Hospital  Corps. 

Dr.  Ralph  Eugene  Morgan9,  1st    Lieut.,  Jeannette,  Pa.  IT.  S.  Inf.  Camp  Meade, 

Walter  Reed  (Jen.  Hospital. 

Ralph  Sleeper'",  Searsmont,  Maine.   I".  S.  Regulars  Inf.    Xow  in  service. 


Nrrrnlmtij 


rrhc  Corresponding  Secretary  has  receive*!  notice  oi  deaths  among  members 

of  the  TOWEH  (  iKNEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  since  t  hi'  isSUC  of  t  he  last  report,  as  follows: 

MEMBER 
NO. 

10     Mrs.  Vietta  Estella   (Tower)8  Bradford,  died   17  Oct..    1921,  at  North 
Adams,  Mass. 

31     George  Warren  Tower9  died    29   Oct.,  1920,   at    South    Boston,    Mass., 
buried  in  the  John  Tower  lot  at  High  Street  Cemetery,  South  Ming- 
ham,  Mass. 
39      Miles  Tower7  died  21   Nov.,  1921,  at   Florida,  Mass. 
50     Mrs.  Martha  Almira  (Tower)7  Prince  died  20  .Jan.,  1022,  at  Northampton, 

Mass. 
05      Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Lowry)  Tower  died  20  Jan.,  1021,  at  New  York  City. 
*i()2     ('apt.  Philimort  Dugan  Warren'  died  21  June,  1021,  at.  Boston,  Mass. 
105      Dr.  Charles  Walter  Tower7  died  20  Fcl>.,   1020,  at  Marshficld,  Ore. 
IOC,     Mrs.  Mary  llol.art  (Tower)8  Osgood  died  4  Sept.,  1021,  in  .Ionian  Hospi- 
tal, at  Plymouth,  Mass. 
112     Maj.  John  Tower  Morrison8  died  22  May,  1920,  at  Berkeley,  Calif. 
1  17     Albert  Band  Tower'  died  23  Dec.,  1918,  at  Chattanooga,  Twin. 
*i:;2     Mrs.  Helen  Hall  (Tower)8  Case  died  11  Jan.,  1917,  al  Winthrop,  Mass. 
100     George  Nelson  Tower7  died  30  June,  1021,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  V. 
177     Mrs.  Edith  Belle  (Tower)9 Bowker died  1  Apr.,  1919,  at  Springfield,  Mass. 

200  Miss  Mary  Aroline  Tower'1  died  14  Feb.,  1020,  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  buried 

at  Cummington,  Mass. 
231     ("apt.  Charles  Bentley  Tower  died  14  Dec,  1021.  ai  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

201  den.  Luther  Stephenson8  died  is  Jan.,  1021,  at  Hingham,  Ma>s. 
271     Harris  Grant  Tower3  died  20th  September,  1921,  at  Denver,  Colo. 

200  Mrs.  Harriet  Emily  (Tower)3  Barber  died  25  Mar.,  1920,  at  Ludington, 

Mich. 

201  Mrs.  Helen  Lianda  (Tower)7  Barker  died  18  May,  1021,  at  Dalton,  Mass. 
319      Henry  Tower'1  died  S  Oct.,  1918,  at  Mendota,  111. 

362      Miss  Addie  "D"  Stevenson10  died  25  Sept.,  1010,  at  Memphis,  Mich. 
301     Miss  Martha  Louisa  Jane  Jackson8  died  27  Nov.,  1020,  at  Vancouver,  B.C., 
Canada. 


Note: — *  indicates  former  member. 


Issued  this  31st  day  of  December,  1921,  by  order  of  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  Inc. 
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0  LITTLE  MOTHER  OF  MINE 


Sometimes  in  the  hush  of  the  evening  hour, 
When  the  shadows  creep  from  the  West, 
I  think  of  the  twilight  songs  you  sang, 

And  the  boy  you  lulled  to  rest. 
The  wee  little  boy  with  the  tousled  head, 

That  long,  long  ago  was  thine; 
I  wonder  if  sometimes  you  long  for  that  boy 

()  little  Mother  of  Mine. 

And  now  he  has  come  of  Man's  estate, 

Grown  stalwart  in  body,  and  strong, 
And  you'd  hardly  know  that  he  was  the  lad 

Whom  you  lulled  with  your  slumber-song. 
The  years  have  altered  the  form  and  the  life, 

Hut  his  heart  is  unchanged  by  time, 
And  still  he  is  only  a  buy  as  of  old, 

0  little  Mother  of  Mine. 

—  Walter  II.  Brown. 
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(incorporated) 
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1925 1926 


JAMES  WALLACE  TOWER President 

200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

JOHN  HENRY  TOWER  Vice-President 

45S  Bridge  Street,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 

WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER  ....  Recording  Secretary 

Lock  Box  102,  Dalton,  Mass. 

Assistant  Recording  Secretary 

WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER  .  Corresponding  Secretary  (Historian) 

Lock  Box  102,  Dalton,  Mass. 

GILBERT  JUDSON  TOWER Treasurer 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

MISS  FLORENCE  ESTELLE  TOWER, 

40  Seminary  Ave.,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

FRANK  WARREN  TOWER, 

327  State  St.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

MRS.  SARAH  HEALD  TOWER, 

701  East  4th  St.,  South  Boston,  Mass. 

MARTIN  EUGENE  SMITH, 
305  Bridge  St.,  Northampton,  Mass. 


Ho/tor  thy  father  and  thy  mother  that  thy  days  may  he  long  n//on  the 
land  which  the  Lord  thy  (tod  giveth  thee." 


-  GENEALOGY  "DEBUNKED"^ 

CARL  VERNON  TOWER 

Collegev/lle,  l*enn. 
Member  No.  8 

.strange  title  under  which  to  write  some  words  of  greeting  to  the  readers 
of  this  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  is 
it  not?  But  the  greeting,  which  is  extended  not  only  to  all  members  of 
our  Society,  but  to  all  members  of  our  family  whom  we  have  not  yet 
persuaded  to  join  with  us,  is  even  heartier  than  in  previous  years.  For 
the  years  that  have  passed  since  that  memorable  day  in  May  when,  for  the  first 
time,  we  gathered  at  the  Old  Homestead  and  learned  that  as  members  of  one 
family  we  possessed  interests  in  common  that  should  be  cultivated,  have  brought 
rich  appreciation  of  the  associations  and  friendships  that  have  been  established, 
and  increased  understanding  of  the  advantages  that  accrue  to  us  all  from  this 
T.  (1.  S.  of  ours. 

So  'bide  a  wee  before  passing  judgment  upon  what  I  shall  say  here.  I  am  not 
"knocking."  Indeed,  the  real  knockers  are  not  those  who  "knock,"  in  the  usual 
sense  of  that  word,  but  those  who  by  their  silence  and  unresponsiveness  to  the 
appeal  for  cooperative  effort  proclaim  more  loudly  than  by  words  their  belief  that 
a  cause  is — "bunk."  Can  there  be  any  in  our  family  who  are  of  this  state  of  mind 
with  respect  to  it  and  to  our  effort  to  promote  within  it  the  knowledge  of  what 
we  are  and  of  how  that  knowledge  is  worth  while?  Then  it  is  to  you  chiefly  that 
I  address  these  lines. 

"Bunk"  is  an  ugly  and  contemptuous  word,  lint  between  you  and  me  and 
the  President,  whose  editorial  pen  was  aquiver  as  he  read  my  title,  there  is  much 
bunk  nowadays.  Again,  just  among  ourselves,  it  is  an  age  in  which  all  things  are 
being  debunked,  and  for  this  benefit  which  the  age  is  conferring  upon  us  we  should 
pay  it  the  tribute  of  a  passing  word. 

The  spotlight  of  publicity  is  playing  upon  religion  and  politics,  upon  our 
law-making  and  crime-provoking  proclivities,  upon  history  and  national  tradition 
and  international  diplomacy — even  occasionally  upon  Congress — and  the  bunk 
that  was  in  shadow  is  being  revealed. 

War  is  being  debunked,  divested  of  that  great  delusion  that  it  is  valor-,  and 
virtue-creating,  grand  and  glorious,  that  it  is  biologically  necessary,  and  that  the 
way  to  peace  will  never  be  found. 

Patriotism  of  the  old  vociferous  flag-waving  sort  arouses  nowadays  our  sus- 
picion more  often  than  our  admiration.  We  no  longer  break  into  wild  cheering 
when  we  hear  some  one  called — probably  by  the  callee  himself— a  "one-hundred 
percent  American."  No,  we  quietly  wait,  confident  that  his  next  broadcasted 
address  will  waft  to  our  listening  ears  phrases  like  "splendid  isolation,"  "tradi- 
tional policies,"  "not  mixing  in  other  people's  affairs,"  and  the  like,  that  will 
enable  us  to  figure  out  for  ourselves  the  correct  percentage. 

Wets  and  Drys,  Fundamentalists  and  Modernists,  are  busily  engaged  in 
debunking  one  another  to  the  delight  and  edification  of  a  public  which  divides 
its  time  between  automobiling  and  listening-in.  Is  it  art,  or  education,  or  religion 
that  you  prefer?  You  have  only  to  get  the  right  station  and  what  you  last  heard 
about  the  matter  will  be  cleverly  debunked  while. you  wait. 

The  psychoanalyst  is  busy,  too,  revealing  our  hidden  complexes,  bunk  that 
was  hidden  in  infancy  and  childhood,  in  the  very  depths  of  our  !>cing,  only  to 
appear  in  adult  life  as  annoying  and  more  or  less  dangerous  obsessions. 

Perhaps  the  historian  is  the  most  active  and  aggressive  of  all  the  debunkers, 
and  occasionally,  in  his  myth-hunting  through  the  pages  of  musty  record,  he 
uncovers  something  that  evokes  a  grin  and  we  forgive  him  the  shock  which  he 
gave  our  habits  of  thought. 

Take  Professor  Faulkner,  for  instance,  from  whose  article  1  filched  the  now 
academicised  colloquialism  "debunked."  If  you  happen  to  be,  and  of  course  you 
are,  being  Towers,  of  "plain  old  New  England  stock," — "sturdy"  may  be  sub- 
stituted for  "plain,"  if  preferred — you  may  have  entertained  the  idea  that,  since 
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your  ancestor  (on  the  Tower  side)  did  not  come  over-  in  the  Mayflower  and  possibly 
did  not  have  for  his  own  ancestor  a  swashbuckling  cavalier  with  a  patent  of 
nobility  in  his  pocket,  or  pending,  like  the  befiouneed  human  arsenal  in  the  picture 
which  your  F.  F.  V.  neighbor  proudly  points  out  to  you,  genealogy  is  not  for  such 
as  you  and  me.  As  for  you,  you  say,  you  will  continue  to  nurse  your  inferiority 
complex  until  such  time  as  a  scandalously  ill-financed  Tower  Genealogical  Society 
can  present  you  with  the  portrait  of  a  media'val  [urate  whom  you  can  call  your 
very  own.  If  such  is  your  state  of  mind— though  it  can't  be,  for  the  Towers  I  have 
met  are  men  of  sense — then,  at  the  risk  of  stirring  up  sectional  animosities,  I 
advise  the  reading  of  "Colonial  History  Debunked,"* wherein  you  will  find  that 
those  same  F.  F.  Vs.,  with  whom  the  sturdy  New  Englander  was  wont  dourly  to 
contrast  himself,  were  after  all,  "not  so  much."  Hut  "he  quick  about  it,  friend," 
for  the  debunkers  are  even  now  busily  engaged  upon  the  professor's  article.  In 
history,  as  in  genealogy  and  life,  you  never  know  what  will  turn  up. 

"  Hut,"  1  hear  some  of  you  say,  "we are  not  debunking  GEN  EAL<  )Y,  as  you 
promised.  We  have  merely  debunked  an  idea  about  it,  the  idea,  namely,  that 
it  is  important  only  for  families  which  sport  a  duke  or  two  somewhere  along  the 
line,  or  which  can  point  to  a  strain  of  idiocy  sufficiently  marked  to  make  them 
scientifically  interesting."  Well,  anyway,  it  is  a  very  common  and  particularly 
pernicious  idea  that  we  have  come  across,  an  idea  provocative  of  unneighborly 
feelings  and  discord,  whereas  Genealogy,  pursued  as  a  science,  is  a  unifying  in- 
fluence which  engenders  enthusiasm  and  maintains  respect  for  those  social  and 
moral  values  that  are  transmitted  through  the  medium  of  family.  In  this  day 
when  every  public  lecturer  is  telling  us  that  western  civilization  hangs  in  the 
balance,  let  me  remind  you  of  what  the  sociologists  are  saying  about  it:  that  if  the 
hold  of  family  upon  us  weakens,  those  values  in  which  a  stable  civilization  is  rooted 
are  gone.  Now  Genealogy  is  the  science  which  endeavors  to  strengthen  those 
values  by  telling  us  the  facts  about  family,  a  family  such  as  ours. 

"A  family!"  exclaims  some  doubting  Thomas  among  you.  "Ah,  now  we  are 
coining  to  the  bunk  that  is  in  Genealogy.  Is  not  each  one  of  us  a  member  of  many 
families?  Have  not  I,  lor  instance,  four  grandparents  and  thirty-two  great-great- 
great-grandparents?  Why,  in  the  time  of  John  Tower,  whose  descendant  in  the 
10th  generation  I  am,  I  should  have  something  like  1024  ancestors.  Consider  how- 
diluted  is  the  John  Tower  blood  that  runs  in  my  veins.  Why  should  1  join  with 
you  in  securing  information  about  Towers?  Why  should  I  assist  in  promoting 
the  publication  of  a  new  and  complete  "Tower  Genealogy?"  I  am  but  1/1024 
Tower.    Laugh  that  off,  if  you  please." 

It  is  a  knock-out  blow,  is  it  not,  dear  Kinsman?  We  should  be  sorry  that  we 
dropped  into  dialogue  with  you.  Hut  before  we  take  the  count,  permit  us  to  rise 
feebly  upon  one  elbow  and  propound  a  question  which  appears  to  have  a  bear- 
ing upon  what  you  say.  What  are  they  doing  for  you — these  relatives  who 
are  as  the  sands  of  the  sea  for  numbers — these  descendants  of  1023?  How- 
many  of  the  Browns  and  the  Smiths  and  the  Robinsons,*  whose  relationship  you 
now  claim,  have  claimed  relationship  with  YOU  for  your  mutual  encouragement 
and  benefit?  How  many  of  these,  having  records  concerning  themselves,  care 
whether  you  are  a  saint  or  a  criminal?  How  many  have  an  organized  society  of 
men  and  women  interested  in  those  special  human  traits  and  qualities  that  are 
transmitted  through  family?  By  how  many  of  these  others  are  you  welcomed  at 
family  reunions  where  you  may  meet  those  of  your  kin,  both  near  and  remote, 
with  whom  you  have  a  common  interest  and  with  whom  you  may  cultivate  those 
family  ties  that  are  the  basis  of  broader  human  fellowship? 

You  can  count  them  on  the.  fingers  of  one  hand.  Probably  only  your  thumb 
will  be  needed.  You  have  many  ancestors,  you  say.  Yes,  but  you  have  few  rela- 
tives who  know  them— and  you. 

Friend,  we  fear  that  some  one  has  been  spoofing  you  about  (icnc:dogy.  We 
had  thought  of  your  idea  years  ago— and  debunked  it. 

Do  you  perhaps  imagine  that  we  are  jealous  of  those  Browns  and  Smiths 
and  Robinsons  whose  blood  runs  in  your  veins?  Must  we  take  space  to  debunk 
this  idea  also?    On  the  contrary,  then,  we  deprecate  that   very  lack  of  interest  m 

*  Harold  U.  Faulkner;  "Colonial  History  Debunked."  Harper's  Magazine,  December,  1925. 

*  To  the  best  of  the  writer's  knowledge  there  are  Browns,  Smiths  and  Robinsons  who  liave  exwlleu* 
Genealogies,  and,  no  doubt,  genealogical  societies  of  their  ow  n.  The  names  are  hen-  used  with  a  quite 
impersonal  reference  as  equivalent  to  families  X  and  V  ami  Z. 
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family,  and  selfi.sh  unconcern  for  the  opportunities  that  arc  found  in  the  .study  of 
family,  which  makes  it  impossible  for  you  to  find  among  all  the  descendants  of 
your  ancestors  more  than  one  or  two  societies  that,  are  endeavoring  to  do  for  you 
and  your  posterity  what,  the  T.  G.  S.  is  now  doing. 

Posterity!  Well,  you  do  think  of  that,  even  if  ancestry  means  little  to  you. 
You  would  he  ashamed  to  confess  that  you  do  not,  for  it  enters  by  implica- 
tion into  all  of  your  thought  and  conversation  that  concerns  public  welfare,  the 
future  of  America,  the  future  of  education,  thefuture  of  society.  Yes,  posterity 
interests  you  because,  let  us  say,  you  have  a  son  who  is  your  ver\  own. 
"Your  very  own,"  did  I  say?  No!  After  all,  he  is  only  one-half  yours.  And 
that  grandson  whom  you  cherish  quite  as  much — such  devotion  is  common,  you 
know — he  is  your  "very  own,"  you  say.  Hut  no.  he  is  only  one-fourth  yours  and 
your  interest  should  be  diminished  by  three-fourths.  And  your  great-grandson- 
well,  reckon  it  up  for  yourself.  You  should  worry  about  posterity!  By  the  time 
the  10th  generation  from  you  is  reached,  how  much  of  YOU  will  be  there  to  count'.' 

"Oh,  but  it  would  be  very  nice  to  have  a  long  family  line  reckoned  from  ME," 
you  now  say.  So  you  DO  believe,  friend,  that  something  of  the  physical  and 
mental  "ME"  will  be  left,  no  matter  how  many  generations  are  to  come — enough, 
anyway,  to  make  the  family  which  starts  from  "ME"  important  and  interesting? 
Well,  you  are  right,  and  you  are  on  scientific  ground.  You  are  not  lost.  Hut  you 
must  be  consistent,  you  know.  John  Tower  is  not  lost  to  you  and  to  us.  The 
investigations  that  have  been  made  on  the  basis  of  family  statistics  prove  it  and 
testify  to  the  supreme  importance  of  accurate;  family  records,  in  older  that  more 
may  be  known  of  the  factors  that  go  to  the  making  of  human  society. 

Now  science,  Fellow  Kinsman,  is  just  a  methodical  way  men  have  found  of 
debunking  things,  of  substituting  facts  for  fictions.  Genealogy  is  the  science  which 
debunks  family,  giving  us  in  place  of  meagre  and  untrustworthy  information  true 
records  which  are  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  its  members,  and  which  will  in  time 
prove  of  the  utmost  value  as  a  contribution  to  the  study  of  heredity  and  to  our 
knowledge  of  the  ways  by  which  we  may  take  account  of  its  laws  for  the  improve- 
ment of  human  qualities,  physical  and  mental  and  moral. 

You  did  not  think  of  Genealogy  in  just  this  way?  You  thought  of  it  as  a  sort 
of  exclusive  parlor  study,  the  pastime  of  people  of  doddering  intellect  who  fancy 
that  they  belong  to  families  that  have  "arrived?"  Then  I  have  debunked  another 
false  notion  of  Genealogy  that  you  have  harbored. 

Would  that  I  had  editorial  leave  for  more  debunking,  that  I  might  attack 
the  idea,  still  favored  by  the  ill-informed,  that  the  pedigree  of  a  man's  pups  and 
poultry  is  of  more  importance  to  him  than  the  knowledge  of  his  own  progenitors, 
for  civilization  does  not  properly  begin  until  men  have  left  this  idea  behind  them. 
We  should  find,  I  believe,  that  while  everything  which  is  humanly  interesting 
contains  at  least  a  sufficient  amount  of  bunk  to  provoke  our  zeal  for  its  elimina- 
tion, most  of  the  bunk  that  is  in  Genealogy  is  to  be  extracted  from  the  wrong  ideas 
which  people  who  have  not  looked  into  it  have  concerning  it. 

And  now,  as  all  future  work  which  a  society  like  our  own  may  perform  is 
dependent,  first  of  all,  upon  the  gathering  and  compilation  of  all  available  data 
regarding  the  family,  and,  quite  as  much,  upon  the  publication  of  such  data  in  a 
form  that  will  render  this  information  accessible  to  us  all  and  usable  in  our  future 
work,  it  is  important  that  we  all  as  members  of  the  Tower  family,  devote  our- 
selves whole-heartedly  to  this  work  of  publication  of  our  records.  Through  the 
untiring  and  unfinanced  efforts  of  the  .Secretary  and  President  of  the  Society  the 
work  of  securing  all  data  that,  under  present  circumstances,  it  is  possible  to  obtain, 
has  been  performed. 

THE   NEW    "TOWER   GENEALOGY"  IS  READY   FOR    PUBLICATION 

To  you  who  have  proved  your  faith  in  the  purposes  of  our  family  society  by  con- 
tinuing membership  with  us  I  need  say  nothing.  You  will  look  for  the  new  "Gene- 
alogy "  eagerly  and  will  do  what  you  can  individually  to  secure  its  early  appearance. 

To  you  others  who  have  not  yet  found  in  yourselves  the  single  dollar's  worth 
of  faith  in  the  cause  which  our  Society  represents,  and  which  is  all  the  T.  G.  S. 
asks  of  you  as  an  annual  fee  and  pledge  of  your  interest,  we  offer  the  suggestion 
that  you  give  the  whole  matter  fresh  and  thoughtful  consideration.  We  believe 
that  if  you  will  do  so,  you  will  then  join  us  and  work  with  us  for  a  bettered  knowl- 
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edge  of  the  Tower  family  and  of  the  enjoyments  which  come  from  the  cultivation 
of  friendships  among  its  many  members. 

As  I  write  those  concluding  lines  a  "scare  headline"  of  yesterday's  newspaper 

is  before  me:  "Is  Home  Life  Being  Swept  Away?"  Hut  no!  it  is  no  longer  a 
scare  title  for  a  Sunday  "story".  The  theme  is  a  common  one  nowadays.  And 
where  there  is  smoke,  much  thick  black  smoke,  there  is  apt  to  be  fire. 

"What's  that  to  us?  -  to  the  Tower  family  and  the  T.  G.  S.?"  Oh,  well, 
if  you  don't  see  the  connection  even  now,-  hut  you  do.  If  our  interest  in  a  family 
is  justifiable  to  society  at  large  -  and  what  one  of  us  can  long  take  interest  in  our 
genealogical  venture  if  it  is  not? -it  is  because  we,  as  a  family,  are  interested  in 
family  and  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  family  life.  The  problems  of  "The  Great 
Society"  about  us,  just  in  so  far  as  they  involve  the  stains  of  the  family  are  in  a 
special  sense  our  concern.  If  other  genealogical  societies  are  loo  backward  to 
consider  these  things  their  affair,  let  us  debunk  for  them  this  obsolete  notion. 
The  way  to  acquire  and  la  maintain  intercut  in  genealogy,  uiodernly  conceived,  is 
through  loyalty  to  the  idea  of  fatuity  and  service  for  the  promotion  of  values  conserved 
by  family  life. 

What  a  multitude  of  topics  that  suggests,  topics  which,  if  presented  to  us 
by  Towers  interested  in  their  home  towns  and  States,  would,  at  future  reunions, 
enliven  the  hours  not  devoted  to  sight-seeing  and  amusements,  give  us  better 
acquaintance  with  one  another,  with  our  individual  interests  and  social  attitudes, 
with  the  sections  of  the  country  from  which  we  come,  and  with  the  opportunities 
that  we  as  a  genealogical  society  may,  at  no  expense,  create  for  ourselves.  Oh, 
no,  we  are  not  a  "welfare  society".  Nothing  like  that  is  intended.  Hut  if  we  and 
other  organizations  like  our  own  are  not  interested  in  the  welfare  of  society,  we 
all  do  sadly  need  debunking. 

If,  now,  you'  find  anything  in  what  I  have  said  that  is  of  practical  value  for 
a  genealogical  society  which  wishes  to  maintain  itself  as  a  going  concern,  add  to  it 
and  amend  it,  make  it  more  practical,  and  bring  it  with  you  to  the  forthcoming 
reunion.  Let  us  make  that  reunion  at  llingham  the  best  attended  and  most 
purposeful  that  we  have  had  in  the  seventeen  years  of  the  Society's  existence. 

Our  first  need  is  obviously  to  utilize,  and  at  once,  the  material  that  has 
been  collected  for  the  new  "Tower  Genealogy".  Hence  our  main  effort  should 
be  directed  to  the  publication  of  this  work,  which  should  soon  be  in  the  possession 
of  every  Tower  and  "non-Tower"  whom  we  number  in  our  large  family.  To 
go  "over  the  top,"  as  we  used  to  say  in  those  ugly  War  days,  will  require  the  loyal 
support  of  us  all.  To  fail  would  be  to  confess  the  weakness  of  our  family  spirit 
and  our  feeble  grasp  of  the  opportunities  which  our  organization  as  a  family 
affords  for  enriching  and  rendering  more  serviceable  the  lives  of  its  individual 
members.  I  for  one  believe  that  we  shall  not  fail,  for  the  same  good  sense  which 
makes  a  Tower  reluctant  to  "fall  for  bunk"  will  ensure  his  efficient  cooperation 
when  he  has  at  last  thoughtfully  and  thoroughly  debunked  Genealogy  of  his  own 
misconceived  ideas  and  prejudices. 
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RAY  JAY  TOWER   <S) 
Greenville,  Midi. 

IHROOK  BRANCH 


THE  vm  MICHIGAN  REUNION 

July  £3-24th 


DESCENDANTS  of  "Old  John  Tower"  of  Hingham  with  their  hus- 
bands, wives  and  children  to  the  number  of  over  one  hundred  gathered 
at  the  home  of  Ray  J.  Tower  of  Greenville,  Michigan  on  July  23  and  24, 
1924.  This  was  the  ninth  gathering  of  the  Tower  clan  since  1009.  the 
year  of  the  founding  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society.  This  was  the 
second  Tower  reunion  to  he  held  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

It  is  well  known  that  descendants  of  John  Tower1  are  nearly  as  numerous  in 
Michigan  as  in  the  Old  Home  State  of  Massachusetts.  For  this  reason,  if  for  no 
other,  it  is  fitting  that  we  Towel's  should  gather  in  Michigan  at  least  once 


..  we  Towel's  shouk.  e 

Hut  there  were  other  reasons:  Many  of  us  remembered  with  pleasure 
st  Michigan  reunion  at  Detroit  in   1012  and  there  was  an  urge  to  repeat 

, .,...v .     Yet   another  reason  was  the  hearty  invitation  of  Ray  J.  Tower, 

an  enthusiastic  member  of  our  society,  to  meet  with  him  at  Greenville  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  where  many  of  those 
pioneer  Towers  settled  in  the  early  part  of  the  10th  century. 


decade 
that  hi 
that  pleasure 
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The  writer  will  always  remember  that  visit  to  the  little  private  cemetery 
located  on  one  of  the  original  Tower  farms,  over  in  Kent  County,  not  far  from 
Wabasis  Lake. 

Here  the  ancestors  of  our  host  cleared  the  land,  shot  the  wolves  and  hears, 
and  fed  the  wondering  Indians.  We  visited  the  little  red  school  house  (now  painted 
yellow)  and  found  that  all  the  deserted  farms  are  not  in  New  England. 

This  screed  is  supposed  to  be  a  report  of  that  ninth  reunion  and  not  a  record 
of  the  writer's  personal  pleasures. 

The  night  before  the  first  day  of  the  reunion,  a  few  of  us  gathered  at  the  home 
of  our  host  and  recounted  the  pleasures  of  former  reunions,  renewed  acquaint- 
ances, studied  genealogy  and  altogether  had  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

Wednesday  morning,  July  23,  1924,  was  bright  and  clear.  By  ten  o'clock 
the  clans  were  gathering  and  all  that  day  we  registered,  visited,  introduced  each 
other,  listened  to  good  music,  sang  songs,  and  had  a  most  enjoyable  time.  In 
the  evening,  about  fifty  Towers  attended  the  moving  picture  "Life  of  Lincoln" 
as  the  guests  of  Mr.  Ray  .!.  Tower.  The  next  day  the  writer  met  the  manager 
of  the  theatre  and  he  said  he  did  not  suppose  there  were  so  many  Towers  in  the 
United  States  and  I  informed  him  that  those  at  his  theatre  represented  less  than 
3^  of  1%.  What  he  said  about  me  will  not  be  a  part  of  this  record,  although  it 
was  the  truth  I  had  told  him. 

Thursday,  July  24,  nearly  100  gathered  at  headquarters  ami  by  entering 
automobiles  were  transported  to  the  Greenville  Country  Club  on  the  shores  of 
beautiful  Baldwin  Lake. 

Here  is  an  ideal  country  club  -  boating,  swimming,  fishing,  golfing,  and  best 
of  all  a  fine  dining  hall  in  the  club  house  for  eating.  Our  host  provided  an  excel- 
lent dinner.  A  fine  group  picture  was  taken  by  Ilesselink  &  Phillips  of  47  Ionia 
Avenue,  X.  W.,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

After  dinner  our  President,  James  Wallace  Tower  of  New  York  made  a  short 
address  of  welcome  and  on  behalf  of  the  Society  thanked  our  fellow  member, 
Ray  J.  Tower,  for  all  the  good  things  he  had  provided. 

The  principal  address  of  the  afternoon  was  made  by  Rev.  St.  Clair  Parsons, 
pastor  of  the  Greenville  Congregational  Church.  I  presume  this  excellent  address 
will  be  printed  in  full  in  the  next  annual  report  of  the  society. 

During  the  dinner  hour  there  was  group  singing  led  by  Mrs.  C.  R.  Knight 
and  excellent  solos  by  Mrs.  C.  E.  Roosa  of  Fayette,  Ohio,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Rarden.  And,  possibly,  best  of  all  were  the  songs  by  a  quartette  of  young- 
sters -  Clement,  Dempster,  Homer,  and  Eleanor  Vinger,  three  brothers  and  sister. 

Our  secretary,  Walter  Lamont  Tower  of  Massachusetts,  gave  a  short  history 
of  the  Society  and  its  activities  and  made  a  strong  appeal  for  a  second  volume  of 
the  'Power  Genealogy. 

In  the  late  afternoon,  those  within  motoring  distance  of  home,  made  their 
departure  but  many  stayed  over  until  Friday  when  side  trips  were  taken  to  Oak- 
field  and  Belding. 

The  writer  has  attended  eight  of  the  nine  Tower  reunions  and  each  one  seems 
to  be  better  than  the  preceding  one,  but  comparisons  are  impossible,  as  each  re- 
union seems  to  bring  together  a  new  group.  I  am  sure  I  voice  the  wish  of  every 
one  who  attended  this  ninth  reunion  that  our  host,  Ray  J.  Tower,  will  say: — 
Come  again  some  time! 

"ANONYMOUS" 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 

Decern  her  31,  1025. 
Fellow  Members: 

We  are  again  sending  you  our  greetings  together  with  a  Report  of  the  Society's 
happenings  for  the  years  1922-23-24-25.  This  covers  a  period  of  four  years  which 
is  rather  longer  than  we  would  like  to  have  it.  The  thought  comes  to  us  as  to  the 
possibility  of  issuing  the  reports  of  the  Society's  doings  oftener  in  a  smaller  and 
possibly  less  pretentious  volume.    This  is  a  matter  that  needs  consideration. 

The  introductory  in  this  report  deserves  careful  reading  as  it  brings  forward, 
again  the  need  of  publishing  a  second  volume  of  the  Tower  Genealogy.  The  data 
for  such  a  volume  is  nearly  completed  and  in  our  Society's  files,  but  we  are  with- 
out the  necessary  finances.  The  woeful  lack  of  same  may  be  noticed  when  reading 
our  Treasurer's  reports.  We  are  in  hopes  that  some  means  for  financing  publica- 
tion of  this  volume  may  be  reached  either  by  donations  or  otherwise  and  trust 
that  this  matter  may  be  given  due  thought  by  each  of  our  members. 

The  Reunion  of  1924  held  at  Greenville,  Michigan,  was  a  pronounced  success 
as  evidenced  by  the  show  of  pleasure  made  by  those  who  attended.  A  brief 
description  of  the  Reunion  will  be  found  in  this  report.  The  Society  extends  its 
sincere  thanks  to  our  fellow  member  Mr.  Ray  J.  Tower  for  his  kind  hospitality 
in  opening  his  home  for  this  Reunion. 

We  anticipate  that  our  members  will  wish  to  get  together  again  some  time 
this  summer  for  another  Reunion  and  likely  at  Ilingham. 

Among  the  early  pioneers  of  the  Tower  family  that  migrated  from  New 
England  to  settle  in  the  western  part  of  New  York  State  was  George  Pearce Tower8, 
our  late  fellow  member.  He  was  a  sturdy  representative  of  the  old  Xew  England 
manhood  and  we  know  that  you  will  be  interested  in  reading  the  short  article 
furnished  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jenny  L.  (Tower9)  Dawson.  Many  of  our  mem- 
bers will  remember  meeting  Mr.  Tower  and  his  brother  Peter  S.  during  the  first 
Reunion  at  Ilingham  in  1909. 

There  is  another  short  story  relating  to  the  early  settlers  of  the  Tower  family 
in  Michigan.  This  is  written  by  Mrs.  Ida  May  (Tower8)  Caukin,  member  No.  442. 
We  are  in  hopes  to  give  you,  at  a  later  date,  other  information  from  Mrs.  Caukin, 
relating  to  pioneer  days  in  Michigan  of  her  Tower  ancestors. 

We  wish  that  more  of  our  members  would  furnish  us  with  stories  of  their 
early  ancestors. 

The  Necrology  list  at  the  end  of  this  report  is  another  long  one  and  indicates 
the  need  of  increasing  our  membership.  We  hope  that  the  younger  members  of 
our  families  may  become  interested  in  the  Genealogical  movement  and  wish  to 
become  members  of  this  Society, 

Yours  very  truly, 

President. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


December  3D,  1022. 


Mr.  President  and  Members: 


Owing  to  illness  in  my  family  during  the  past  year,  I  have  been  unable  to 
give  as  much  of  my  time  to  the  collecting  of  genealogical  data  as  I  would  wish. 
However,  some  progress  has  been  made  especially  in  checking  up  old  data  arid 
securing  late  marriages  and  births  among  families  already  charted.  I  had  sin- 
cerely hoped  that  our  society  would  be  in  a  financial  position  this  year  that  would 
warrant  a  start  upon  the  compilation  of  the  genealogical  data  at  hand.  This  work 
is  sorely  needed. 

A\  ith  rcgrel  I  report  the  following  deaths  among  our  members: 

Member  Xo.     26 — Mrs.  Deborah  Tower  (Bruce)7  Shaw 

died  8  April,  1922,  at  Cummington,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Shaw  joined  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  at  our 
first  reunion,  1900 — she  was  one  of  our  oldest  members 
both  in  age  and  length  of  membership.  Being  over  ninety- 
five  years  of  age  at  time  of  her  death  she  bears  out  the 
claim  of  great  longevity  for  the  descendants  of  .John  Tower1. 
Mrs.  Shaw  attended  many  of  our  reunions  and  was  always 
a  cheerful  and  enthusiastic  member.  She  furnished  your 
Secretary  with  much  valuable  genealogical  information. 

Member  Xo.  W9-   Charles  Tower9 

died  19  June,   1922,  at   Melrose,  Mass. 

Mentha'  Xo.  H)o — .lames  Henry  Tower8 

died  13  August,  1921,  at  Green  Hill.  R.  I. 

Member  Xo.  ?44 — William  Cobb  Tower7 

died  13  February,  1920,  at  South  Braintree,  Mass. 

Member  Xo.  327 — Mrs.  Mary  (Tower)1"  El-well 

died  28  February,  1922,  at  Spruce  Head,  Me. 

Member  Xo.  36.9 — Mrs.  Weltha  Anna  (Tower)8  Size 

died  22  November,  1919.  at  Waterloo,  Iowa 

buried  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa 

(This  death  was  noted  in  my  report  for  year  1920  but  the 

exact  dafee  was  not  at  that  time  available) 

Member  Xo.  419— Mrs.  Nellie  Hortense  (Hill)"  Cooper 

died  28  November,  1921,  at  Chicopec,  Mass. 

Please  note  the  addition  of  six  new  members  during  the  year. 

I  renew  my  strong  recommendation  for  protection  of  our  genealogical  records 
againsl  lire. 

As  there  were  no  meetings  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Executive  Board  during 
the  past  year,  I  submit  this  report  for  both  offices  1  held. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


^^^^Z£&^-^  C^^w-t^?*^      U^ 


^ 


Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Tower  Genealogical  Society 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


December  31,  1923. 


' 


Mr.  President  and  Members 


Continued  illness  in  my  family  and  other  duties  of  an  exacting  nature  have 
prevented  my  usual  genealogical  activities. 

With  regret  I  report  the  following  deal  lis  among  our  members: 

Member  No..    11 — Oliver  Tower9  of  Fiingham,  Mass. 

died  25  April,  1923. 

Mr.  Tower  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Hoard  of  the 
Tower  Genealogical  Society,  1909  to  1916,  and  Treasurer, 
191(5  to  191 S 

Member  Xo.  11<> — Mrs.  Emeline  Atkinson  (Tower)8  Tucker,  of  Milford,  X.H., 
died  8  December,  1922 

Member  Xo.  161 — Mrs.  Louise  Chichester  (Butts)  Tower,  of  East  Moriches, 
L.  I.,  died  8  June,  1922 

Lift  Member  Xo.  194— Hon.  Charlemagne  Tower8  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
died  24  February,  1923 

Member  Xo.  226 — Mrs.  Sophronia  Lawrence  (Parker)  Tower,  of  Cohasset, 

Mass.,  died  1  February,  1923 

Member  Xo.  239 — Miss  Annie  Augusta  Souther  of  Dorchester,  Mass. 
died  7  November,  1922 

Member  No.  266 — Daniel  Webster  Tower8  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich, 
died  12  February,  1923 

Member  Xo.  303 — Mrs.  Ellen  Maria  (Perry)8  Ross,  of  Chetopa,  Kansas 
died  6  October,  1920 

Member  No.  364 — Xlrs.  Electa  Maria  (Gregory)10     Tower-,  of  Worthington, 

Mass.,  died  11  November,  1923 

Since  1918  Mrs.  Tower  has  been  our  Assistant  Recording 
.     Secretary.   Always  an  active  and  enthusiastic  member,  she 
will  be  missed  by  the  great  number  of  Tower  descendants 
who  have  gathered  at  our  reunions. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  of  her 
help  to  me  in  this  work. 

The  rather  unusual  number  of  deaths  herewith  recorded  prompts  me  to  call 
your  at t em  ion  to  the  fact  that  our  active  membership  has  dropped  to  192  which 
is  the  lowest  number  it  has  touched  since  the  first  months  of  our  organization. 

I  would  respectfully  urge  to  inaugurate  a  vigorous  Campaign  for  new  members. 

With  the  prospect  of  a  reunion  in  Michigan  next  summer  we  need  200  new 
members  in  order  to  make  the  Society  self  sustaining. 

During  the  year  only  three  new  members  joined  the  Society. 

As  there  were  no  meetings  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Executive  Hoard  during 
the  year,  I  submit  this  report  for  both  the  offices  1  hold. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


^k/a^i^^  a^^^^JZ^"  <J^ 


«0 


Rec  or  d  i  ng  Sec  re  t  a  r  y , 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Tower  Genealogical  Society 


ANNUAL  MEETING  AND  KEl*NK>N  UEPOKTS 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


December  31.  1021. 


Mb.  President  and  Members: 


So  far  as  extended  genealogical  work  is  concerned  the  past  year  has  been 
another  one  of  inactivity  by  your  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Wit li  regret  I  report  the  following  deaths  among  members: 

Member  No.      3— Mrs.  Rhoba  (Fitch)  Tower 

(Date  and  place  not  yet  reported) 

Member  No.    34 — George  Pearce  Tower8 

Died  8  December,  1924,  at  Youngstown,  X.  V.    Buried  in 
Tower's  cemetery  on  the  Old  Homestead 

Member  No.  144—  Mrs.  Marcia  Jane  (Gates)7  Clark 

Died  8  February,  1923,  at  Petersham,  Mass. 

Member  No.  29S — Samuel  Spruce  Tower8 

(Date  and  place  not  yet  reported) 

Member  No.  302 — William  George  Tower 

(Date  and  place  not  yet  reported) 

Member  No.  324 — Frederic  Lincoln  Tower8 

Died  3  May,  1923,  at  Portland,  Me. 

During  the  year  nine  new  members  have  joined  the  Society. 

On  July  23  and  24,  1924,  a  very  successful  Tower  reunion  was  held  at  Green- 
ville, Mich.,  at  which  there  was  a  registered  attendance  of  ninety-four,  twenty-six 
of  whom  were  members  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society. 

This  reunion  developed  some  remarkable  coincidences  of  the  ninety-four 
registered.  Forty-seven  bore  the  name  of  Tower  and  forty-seven  did  not.  Of  the 
twenty-six  members  present,  thirteen  bore  the  name  Tower  and  thirteen  did  not. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  reunion,  two  Towers  were  present,  one  of  whom  was 
the  niece  of  the  other.  They  had  never  met,  did  not  know  each  other,  and  the 
uncle  did  not  discover  that  his  niece  had  been  in  the  same  room  with  him  until 
she  had  departed.  This  latter  incident  brought  to  your  Secretary  with  increasing 
force  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  complete  genealogy  of  the  family.  If  it  is 
possible  for  persons  so  nearly  related  as  uncle  and  niece  to  attend  a  reunion  of 
their  own  family  without  becoming  personally  acquainted  and  knowing  that  rela- 
tionship, how  much  easier  it  is  for  the  thousands  of  Towers  in  United  States  to 
meet  frequently  and  not  know  their  kinship  each  to  the  other?  I  again  urge 
the  necessity  of  compiling  and  printing  a  new  volume  of  the  Tower  genealogy. 

To  the  generosity  of  Ray  J.  Tower  of  Greenville,  Mich.,  at  whose  home  this 
Ninth  Reunion  of  the  Tower  family  was  held,  the  Society  is  indebted  for  one 
of  its  most  pleasurable  meetings.  I  take  this  occasion  to  register  the  sincere 
thanks  of  the  officers  of  the  Society  and  of  all  descendents  of  John  Tower. 

The  story  of  the  reunion  may  well  be  the  subject  of  a  special  report  by  some 
one  more  competent  than  T. 

This  reunion  being  held  outside  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  there  could  be 
no  meeting  of  the  Society  held.  There  having  been  no  meetings  of  the  Society  or 
the  Executive  Board  during  the  year,  I  submit  this  report  for  both  the  offices 
1  hold. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


sjS^£z£/5y^  C^3^<^n*J^     L^ 


.O 


Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Tower  Genealogical  Society 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


Dalton,  Mass.,  December  31,  1025. 


Mr.  President  and  Members: 


Your  secretary  has  been  able  to  do  but  little  genealogical  work  during  the 
current  year. 

With  regret  I  report  the  following  deaths  among  members: 

Member  No.    /fS— Walter  Monroe  Tower8 

Died  25  November,  1925,  at  Northampton,  Mass. 

Member  No.    Si) — Reuben  Went  worth  Huntress1' 
died  5  May,  1924 

Member  No.  396 — Myron  Luther  Tower8 
died  28  July,  1924 

Member  No.  Jt25 — Mrs.  Sarah  Thomas  (Tower)7  Bellows 
died  18  April,  1925,  at  Manville,  H.  I. 

Member  No.  4§4 — Russell  Brown  Tower" 

died  19  September,  1924,  at  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 

One  new  member  joined  the  Society  during  the  year. 

There  was  no  meeting  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Executive  Board  during  the 
year;  hence,  I  submit  this  brief  report  for  the  office  of  Recording  and  Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


^^^^Z£^^  ^^ri<^t-/^      1^6 


.O 


Recording  Secretary, 
Corresponding  Secretary, 
Tower  Genealogical  Society. 


Hi  ANNUAL  MEETING  AND  REUNION  REPORTS) 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.,  December  31,  1922. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report   which  covers  tin- 
period  from  January  1,  1922,  to  December  31,  1922. 

Total  Receipts  for  period  (including  balance  of  $241.40 

from  1921) $  159.47 

Total  Disbursements  for  same  period   ....  380.26 

Leaving  a  Total  Balance  of S  79.21 


The  Total  Receipts  for  the  Period  were  made  op  as  Follows: 

1918  dues        .        . $     l.OD 

1919  dues        .  2.00 

1920  dues 5.00 

1921  dues 11.00 

1922  dues 129.00 

1923  dues 3.00    SI 51. 00 

Applications  of  new  members 8.00 

Received  from  Hay  J.  Tower,  balance  of  Reunion  Pledge  5.00 

Received  from  Walter  L.  Tower,  part  of  application  fee  from 

member  No.  426 1.10 

Received  balance  of  application  fee  from  No.  426  .         .         .  .90 

Temporary  loan  from  .1.  W,  Tower 50.00 

Interest  on  Savings  Rank  account      .        .        .  .  4.57 

Balance  1921  general  account 17S.79 

Balance  1922  second  volume  account         .         .  .  60.11 

Grand  Total     receipts  for  all  accounts $459.41 


DISBURSEMENTS    FOR    GENERAL   SOCIETY    ACCOUNT   ITEMIZED,    ARK    AS    FOLLOWS! 

(covering  vouchers,  all  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your 
Treasurer) 

E.  A.  I  Iall  &  Co.,  receipt  books $     7.50 

G.  J.  Tower,  stamped  envelopes  and  R.  It.  tickets                   .  11.19 

Win.  C.  Stephenson,  engrossing  members'  certificates    .         .  10.40 

James  McKinnon,  one  cut,  four  2^-tone  pictures,  reunion  acet.  IS. 50 

F.  A.  Basset te  Co.,  1M  T.  G.  S.  circulars  ....  10.00 
F.  A.  Bassette  Co.,  500  catalog  envelopes,  report  account  5.00 
F.  A.  Bassette  Co.,  furnishing  and  printing  500  copies,  annual 

reports  1919-1921 210.07 

James    Craig,    bronze    memorial    tablet    for    the    late    George 

Warren  Tower 95.00    §380.26 

Account  second  volume,  Tower  Genealogy — 
Receipts 

Balance  from  1921 $  62.61 

Received  from  Frank  Sainter  Tower 5.00 

$  07.01 

Disburse  m  e  nts — 

F.  A.  Bassette,  1M  single  page  circulars 7.50 

Balance  on  hand S  60.11 


v.. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


There  is  one  unpaid  bill  outstanding,  which  is  balance  on  note 
of   George   \V.    Tower  on   memorial    fund   account,   and 

amounts  to $1 16.00 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  t he  certificate  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted; 

AT  ORT 


Treasurer. 


Sprin^Held,  Mass.,  January  15,  1923. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  For  the  year  1922  and  the  same  are  found  correct. 

The  amount  on  hand  for  the  year  ended  December  31sl  is  as  follows: 
Shell mrne  Falls  Savings  Hank  (Hook  No.  665)  S  65.34 

Shelhurne  Falls  National  Hank 13.87 


Total 


%  70.21 


ifymJ^tfi  <^rtl4z44~  \/\j-l4r&U 


Auditor 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.,  December  31,  1923. 

Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  which  covers  the 
period  from  January  1,  1923,  to  December  31,  1923. 
Total  Receipts  for  period  (including  balance  of  $79.21 

from  1922) $246.37 

Total  Disbursements  for  same  period 1 55.3(5 

Leaving  a  Total  Balance  of $  91.01 

The  Total  Receipts  for  the  Period  Were  Made  up  as  Follows: 

1919  dues  . $     1.00 

1920  dues 1.00 

1921  dues 2.00 

1922  dues 12.00 

1923  dues 121.00 

1924  dues 6.00 

1925  dues 2.00 

192(3  dues 2.00 

1927  dues 1.00    $148.00 


- 


IS 


ANNUAL  MEETING  AND  REUNION  REFOKTg 


Applications  of  new  members      .... 
Interest  on  savings  account          .... 
Elizabeth  A.  Tower,  for  Coat  of  Arms  painting 
Received  on  second  volume  account 
Balance  from  1923 

Grand  Total — receipts  for  all  accounts  . 


8  6.00 
2.16 
1.00 

10.00 
79.21 


$246.3: 


Disbursements  for  General  Society  Account,  Items  are  as  follows: 

(covering  vouchers,  all  of  which  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Treasurer). 
Jan.    15,  E.  A.  Hall,  1M  due  notices  and 

1M  addressed  envelopes  .        .        .        $   10.00 

Jan.    15,  G.  J.  Tower,  400  stamped  envelopes 

and  express 9.68 

Feb.     2,  J.  \Y.  Tower,  part  payment  on  loan  ....    25.00 

'.....$  44.68 

3.25 

25.00 
20.09 

4.51 

15.10 

21.50 

9.50 

.10 


Feb.    18,  Wm.  J.  Stephenson,  engrossing  five  members' 

certificates  

Feb.    16,  J.  \Y.  Tower,  balance  on  loan     .... 
Mar.  12,  Walter  L.  Tower,  stamped  envelopes,  postage,  etc 
Mar.  12,  Tower  Brothers  Stationery  Co., 

2M  letterheads  and  blank  sheets 
Mar.  22,  F.  A.  Bassette  Co.,  2M  letterheads  and 

blank  sheets        . 
Mar.  11,  F.  A.  Basset te  Co.,  2M  Genealogical  charts    . 
Mar.  27,  F.  A.  Bassette  Co.,  500  membership 

application  blanks 
Mar.  23,  Charges  for  bank  collections       .... 
Aug.     9,  W.  G.  Stephenson,  engrossing  four  members' 
certificates 


2.00    $155.36 


ACCOUNT  OF  SECOND  VOLUME  OF  TOWER  GENEALOGY 


Receipts 

Balance  from  1922 

Received  from  Leah  T.  Baker 


$60.11 
10.00 

$  70.11 


Disbursements — none 

Balance  on  hand,  Second  Volume  account 

Balance  on  hand,  General  account 


$  70.11 
20.90 

$  91.01 


There  is  one  unpaid  bill  outstanding,  which  is  balance  on  note 
of  George    W.    Tower    on    memorial    fund    account,    and 

amounts  to $110.00 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certificate  follows. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Treasurer. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,  Mass.,  January  14,  1024. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 

Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1923  and  the  .same  arc  found  correct.    Account 
on  hand  December  31st  as  follows: 

Shelburne  Falls  National  Hank $  33.51 

Shell turne  Falls  Savings  Bank 57.50 


^fyjsi/^r  (\^HU^f~  *CC 


Total      .  $  91.01 

Auditor. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Shelhurne  Falls,  Mass.,  December  31,  1924. 
Mr.  Preside**?  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  which  covers  the 
period  from  January  1,  1924,  to  December  .'31,  1924. 
Total  Receipts  for  period  (including  balance  of  $91.01 

from  1923) ' $285.32 

Total  Disbursements  for  same  period 110.21 

Leaving  a  Total  Balance  of $175.11 


The  Total  Receipts  for  the  Period  Were  Made  Dp  as  Follows: 

1913  dues $     1.00 

1914  dues 1.00 

1915  dues 1.00 

1916  dues 1.00 

1917  dues 1.00 

1918  dues 2.00 

1919  dues 2.00 

1920  dues 4.00 

1921  dues 8.00 

1922  dues 11.00 

1923  dues 17.00 

1924  dues 118.00 

1925  dues 1.00    $168.00 

Applications  of  new  members .  18.00 

Interest  on  Savings  Account 4.06 

E.  VV.  Langley,  Tree  Prints 2.25 

Laura  A.  Hoffman  (second  volume  account)    ....  2.00 

Grand  Total,  Receipts  for  All  Accounts $194.31 

Disbursements  for  General  Society  Account,  Items  are 

as  Follows  (covering  vouchers,  all  of  which  are  in  the 

hands  of  your  Treasurer): 
1924 
Jan.    10,  Refund  to  member  398  (Life  membership  account),       S     1.00 
Feb.      2,  II.  L.  Waste,  Envelopes  and  Reunion  notices  .         .  3.00 

Feb.     5,  G.  J.  Tower,  stamped  envelopes  and  express  .        .  7.02 

Carried  forward $  11.02 


ANNUAL  MEETING  -VXD  UEUXIOK  UEPOHTti 


Brought  forward $  11.62 

Mar.  11,  Howe  Engraving  Studio  (George  W.  Tower  Memorial)  $     7.00 

May     7,  James   P.    Caughlin,    carting    benches   at    llingham, 

1921  reunion £1.88 

July     3,  J.  Wallace  Tower,  800  one-cent  stamped  envelopes, 

1024  reunion 9.48 

July  3,  F.  A.  Basset  te  Company,  3M  notices,  1924  reunion,  21.50 
July    If),  National   {Equipment   Company,  500   Hut  tons,    1924 

reunion 35.00 

Sept.  16,  Tower  Brothers  Stationery  Company,  mailing  tubes 

and  prong  binder  (Secretary's  office)                   .  3.73 

Total $110.21 


ACCOUNT  OF  SECOND  VOLUME  OF  TOW  KK  GENEALOGY 

Receipts 

Balance  from  1923         .         .         .         .        ' $70.11 

1924  receipts           ..." 2.00 

Interest  on  Savings  Bank  Account 1.59 

Total      .  ■'.-.$  73.70 

Disbursements,  none 

Balance  on  hand  Second  Volume  account         ......        $  73.70 

Balance  on  hand  General  account 101.41 

Total .       .       .        $175.11 

There  is  one  unpaid  bill  outstanding,  this  being  balance  on 
note  of  George  IV.  Tower  on  memorial  fund  account,  and 

amounts  to $116.6*0 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certificate  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


&£t>^Cv&ji*rC~fli4^C 


Treasurer 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,  Mass.,  January  17,  1925. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1924  and  the  same  are  found  correct.  The 
amount  on  hand  for  the  year  ended  December  31  is  as  follows: 

Shelburne  Falls  National  Bank $  40.55 

Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Bank,  Society  Account  (Book  Xo.  665)     .      .         54.86 
Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Bank,  2nd  Vol".  Account  (Book  Xo.  6824)  .  73.70 

Totai SI  75. 11 


^VmJ^I^  c^rtUza*-  u3 


7* 


Auditor 


TREASURER'S  RKI'OKT  >\ 

TREASUBER!S  REPORT 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.,  Decemlier  31,  1925. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  which  covers  the 
period  from  January  1,  1925,  to  December  31,  1925. 
Total  Receipts  for  Period  (including  balance  of  SI  75.1 1 

from  1924) $31  1.95 

Total  Disbursements  for  same  period 18.88 

Leaving  a  Total  Balance  of $296.07 


The  Total  Receipts  eok  tiik  Period  Were  Made  up  as  Follows: 

1921  dues $     l.oo 

1022  dues 1.00 

1923  dues        .        .                        1.00 

1924  dues        ..." 7.00 

1925  dues lis. 00 

1920  dues 2.00    $130.00 

Applications  of  new  members 2.00 

Interest  Savings  Bank  (general  account)  .                      4.51 

Interest  Savings  Bank  (second  volume  account  )  3.33 

Grand  Total.  Receipts  for  All  Accounts         ....  $139.84 

Disbursements  for  General  Society  Account,  Items  are  as  Follows: 

(covering  vouchers,  all  of  which  art.'  in  the  hands  of  your 
Treasurer) 
1925 

Jan.      2,  II.  L.  Waste,  receipt  hooks .$     5.25 

Jan.      2,  (jl.  J.  Tower,  Treasurer,  Stamped  Envelopes 

and  express  .        .        .  9.0S 

Jan.      2,  W.  G.  Stephenson,  engraving  diplomas    .        .        .  4.55 

Totai •.,...,,.'..   ...'$   18.88 


ACCOUNT  OF  SECOND  VOLUME  OF  TOWER  GENEALOGY 

Receipts 

Balance  from  1924 S  7.3.70 

Interest  on  Savings  Bank  account 3.33 

Total $  77.03 

Disbursements,  none 

Balance  on  hand  Second  Volume  account $  77.03 

Balance  on  hand  General  account 219.04 

Total .        .        $296.07 

There  is  one  unpaid  bill  outstanding,  this  being  balance  on 
note  of  George  W.  Tower  on  memorial  fund  account,  and 

amounts  to SI  10.00 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certificate  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,  Mass.,  January  It),  1926. 

This  certifies  thai  I  have  verified  t he  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1925  and  the  same  are  found  correct.  The 
amount  on  hand  for  the  year  ended  December  31st  is  as  follows: 

Shelburne  Falls  National  Bank $  69.67 

Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Hank,  Society  Account  (Hook  No.  605)  .        .  149.37 

Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Hank,  2nd  Vol.  Account  (Hook  No.  0824)       .  77.03 


Total $296.07 


^<niM^^  ^V-MI^z^-fr-  ZCJistrCt' 


Auditor. 


WISDOM  FROM  PRESIDENT  COOLIDGE 

Recently,  President  Coolidge  delivered  an  address.  Here  are  a  few  excerpts 
from  a  newspaper  report  of  the  President's  statements.  Read  them  twice  over, 
and  while  you  are  reading,  think. 

"Whether  one  traces  his  Americanism  back  three  centuries  to  the 
Mayflower  or  three  years  to  the  steerage,  is  not  half  so  important  as  whether 
his  Americanism  of  today  is  real  and  genuine;  no  matter  on  what  various 
crafts  we  came  here,  we  are  all  now  in  the  same  boat.  .  .  .  Whatever  tends 
to  standardize  the  community,  to  establish  fixed  and  rigid  modes  of  thought, 
tends  to  fossilize  society.  If  we  all  believed  the  same  thing  and  thought  the 
same  thoughts  and  applied  the  same  valuations  to  all  occurrences  about  us, 
we  should  reach  a  state  of  equilibrium  closely  akin  to  an  intellectual  paralysis. 
....  Many  useful  things  are  learned  from  those  who  disagree  with  us; 
and  even  when  we  can  gain  nothing,  our  differences  are  likely  to  do  us  no 

harm Hut  among  some  of  the  varying  racial,  religious,  and  social 

groups  of  our  people  there  have  been  manifestations  of  an  intolerance  of 
opinion,  a  narrowness  of  outlook,  a  fixity  of  judgment,  against  which  we  may 
well  be  warned.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  of  any  thing  that  would  be  more 
unfortunate  in  a  community  based  upon  the  ideals  of  which  Americans  boast 
than  any  considerable  development  of  intolerance  as  regards  religion." 
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GEORGE  PEARCE  TOWER  (8) 

MEMBER   NO.  M 

Died  December  8,  1924 

(JEREMIAH   BRANCH) 


George  Pearce  Tower,  son  of  Peter  and  Olive  (Baldwin)  Tower,  was  horn  at 
Youngstown,  in  the  town  of  Porter,  state  of  New  York,  on  May  19,  1836.  His 
parents  were  true  types  of  the  sturdy,  straightforward  pioneers,  and  trained  their 
children  accordingly.  All  through  his  life  the  benefits  of  his  early  training  were 
clearly  shown  in  his  character  for  he  always  endeavored  to  follow  closely  the 
Golden  Hide.  He  was  a  very  methodical  man  and  believed  fully  in  the  axiom 
"a  place  for  everything  and  everything  in  its  place".  On  May  23,  1800,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Peet,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Sally  V.  Peet,  and  to  them  were  born 
seven  children:  Frank  R.,  Fred  P.,  Sarah  E.,  Cyrus  P..  Jenny  L.,  Peter  V.  and 
Porter  13.,  the  last  two  being  twins. 

George  Pearce  Tower  started  married  life  in  his  father's  general  store  at 
Tower's  Corners,  where  he  lived  until  1864.  lie  then  moved  into  "The  little  red 
house  in  the  lane"  on  his  own  farm.  Here  he  lived  until  1878,  when  he  built  a 
large  modern  home  on  the  Lockport  road,  where  he  resided  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  careful  and  successful  farmer,  and  took  great  pride  in  the  fact 
that  no  weeds  could  lie  found  in  his  fence  corners.  Fruit,  grain  or  stock  raised  on 
his  farm  was  always  of  the  best  and  had  a  wide  reputation  for  quality  among  the 
best  buyers. 
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His  wife,  Elizabeth  Peet  Tower,  died  December  15,  1879,  and  on  October  30, 
1882,  he  married  Mrs.  Mandana  W.  Holden. 

Those  who  knew  George  Pearee  Tower  regarded  him  as  a  fine  representative 
of  the  typical  American,  and  he  was  commonly  known  as  "  Uncle  George".  With 
children  he  was  a  prime  favorite,  and  they  were  always  sure  to  find  candy  in  his 
pocket.  1 1  is  life  was  always  radiant  with  joy  and  happiness,  his  genial  smile  and 
merry  ringing  voice  made  him  welcome  everywhere.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
six  children,  and  fifteen  grandchildren. 


THE  STORY  OF  WABASIS  (An  Indian  Chief) 

As  Related  by 

Mrs.  Ida  May  (Tower)8  Cankin 
East  Jordan,  Michigan 

Member  No.  4 42 


In  1839,  Isaac  Tower6  drove  from  Springfield,  Windsor  County,  Yt.,  and 
settled  on  land  in  Oakfield  Township,  Kent  County,  Mich.  At  that  time  there 
was  at  Plainfield,  about  ten  miles  above  Grand  Rapids,  the  grave  of  an  Indian 
Chief  named  Wabasis  (White  Swan)  who,  as  a  mark  of  disrespect ,  had  been  buried 
with  his  head  out  of  ground  facing  the  land  which  he  had  sold,  ami  cheated  Indians 
out  of  their  share  of  the  price.  This  grave  was  surrounded  by  a  log  fence  to  keep 
out  wild  animals,  and  my  father  often  looked  through  the  cracks  of  that  fence 
and  saw  the  head  in  its  various  stages  of  decay.  And  from  the  Indians  themselves 
heard  the  legend. 

A  half  breed  Indian,  Wabasis  (White  Swan),  was  their  chief  and  sold  much  of 
their  land,  keeping  the  money.  They  were  angry;  many  wanted  him  killed,  but  at 
a  council  some  of  the  older  men  said:  "If  we  kill  him,  we  will  never  know  where 
he  hid  the  money,  but  if  he  lives  he  may  tell  some  one  where  he  hid  the  money, 
so  let  us  banish  him  to  some  place,  treat  him  well  while  there,  and  in  time  we  may 
find  the  money." 

They  banished  him  to  a  lake  in  Oakfield,  giving  him  a  hunting  ground  limited 
to  one  mile  from  shore  line,  and  if  any  Indian  found  him  beyond  this  limit  "kill'' 
him.  He  was  careful  not  to  be  caught  off  his  reservation,  although  many  visited 
him  and  were  very  friendly.  Finally  after  years  of  such  friendliness  on  their  part, 
he  became  less  careful,  and  allowed  himself  to  be  coaxed  to  attend  a  green  corn 
feast  at  Plainfield,  and  while  there  was  killed  by  being  struck  with  a  fire  brand, 
and  was  buried  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  as  you  go  down  stream. 

The  money  is  supposed,  by  many,  to  be  buried  somewhere  around  Wabasis 
Lake,  and  very  many  have  hunted  and  dug  for  "Wabasis  Cold",  and  quite 
recently  too. 
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REUNION  REGISTRATION  LIST 

GREENVILLE,  MICHIGAN 
July  23rd  and  24th,  1924 

TOWER  LIST 

Albert  Knowles  Tower,  Charlotte,  Michigan  Hazel  Irene  Tower,  221  E.  Grove  Street, 
Benjamin  Franklin  Tower,  Holding,  Michigan  Greenville,  Michigan 

Carl  Tower,  Greenville,  Michigan  IsabeHe  Maria  Tower,  707  Jefferson  Avenue, 
Clara  Emma  Tower,  Mendota,  Illinois  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

Clyde  Omar  Tower,  Cireenville,  Michigan  James  Wallace  Tower,  200  Fifth  Avenue, 
David  Bates  Tower,  314  Broadway,  Detroit,  New  York,  New  York 

Michigan  Leo  Tower,  Smyrna,  Michigan 

David  Bates  Tower  111,314  Broadway,  Detroit,  Lewis  Raymond  Tower.  Greenville,  Mich. 

Michigan  Lewis  Wellington  Tower,  5901  23rd  Street, 
Delilah  (Wheeler)  Tower.  Barry  ton,  Michigan  Detroit,  Michigan 

Elbert  John  Tower,  Cedar  Springs,  Michigan  Lloyd  Earl  Tower,  Byron,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Elbert  John  Tower,  Cedar  Springs,  Mrs.  Lloyd  Earl  Tower,  Byron,  Mich. 

Michigan  Nell  Mabelle  Tower,  4 19. Orange  Street, 
Electa  M.  Tower,  Detroit,  Michigan  Greenville,  Mich. 

Elizabeth  O.  (Bonnett)  Tower,  Smyrna,  Mich.  Newton  E.  Tower,  53  Lafayette  Avenue,  S.  E  , 
Emmor  Tower,  Montague,  Michigan  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Ernest  Alton  Tower,  R.  F.  D.  No.  2,  Greenville,  Mrs.  Newton  E.  Tower,  53  Lafayette  Ave.,  S.  E. 

Michigan  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Ernest  Alton  Tower,  Greenville,  Michigan  Ray  Jay  Tower,  104  So.  Franklin  Street, 
Mrs.  Frances  M.  Tower,  314  Broadway,  Detroit  Greenville,  Mich. 

Michigan  Ray  Jay  Tower    II,  221  E.  Grove  Street, 
Francis  Elvoii  Tower,  221  E.  Grove  Street,  Greenville,  Mich. 

Greenville,  Michigan  Richard  "B"  Tower,  Smyrna.  Mich. 

Frank  Layton  Tower,  Ortonville,  Michigan  Samuel  Lewis  Tower,  202  E.  Grove  Street, 
Mrs.  Frank  L.  Tower,  Ortonville,  Michigan  Greenville,  Mich. 

Fred  Albert  Tower.  Ionia,  Michigan  Theda  May  Tower,  Cireenville,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Fred  A.  Tower,  Ionia,  Michigan  Mrs.  Victoria  (Gais)  Tower,  Belding,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Warren  Tower,  "Old  Homestead",  Walter  Crittenden  Tower,  Barry  ton,  Mich. 

Hingham,  Massachusetts  Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Dalton.  Mass. 

Glen  Peterson  Tower,  Saranac,  Michigan  William  Ryland  Tower, Route  No .5,  Flint,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Glen  Peterson  Tower,  Saranac,  Michigan  Mrs.  William  R.  Tower,  Flint.  Mich. 

Harold  Tower,  St.  Mark's  Pro-Cathedral.  Wmnifred  N.  Tower,  Duluth,  Minn. 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

NON-TOWER  LIST 

Susa  Olive  Amiable,  242  Powell  St.,  S.  E.,  George  Henry  Greenfield,  0023  Kenwood  Ave., 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Chicago,  111. 

Warren  W.  Amiable,  242  Powell  St.,  S.  E.,  Mrs.  George  II.  Greenfield,  0023  Kenwood  Ave., 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Chicago,  III. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Tower)  Brooks,  Grand  Rapids,  Mrs.  Victor  Hal.'.  Metamora,  Mich. 

Mich.  Mrs.  Ada  (Tower)  Hanson,  Hart,  Mich. 

Mrs.   Ida   May  Caukin,   R.  F.   D.   No.  5,  East  John  D.  S.  Hanson,  Hart,  Mich. 

Jordan,  Mich  Mrs.  Anna  (Tyler)  Hart,  Shaftsburg,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Lulu  (Tower)  Condon,  Belding,  Mich.  Ruth  Hathway,  70  White  St.,  Waver  ley,  Mass. 

Mildred  Condon,  Belding,  Mich.  Mrs.  Caroline  (Tower)  Heath,  Ionia,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Alice  (Tower)  Cross,  Hingham  Center,  William  B.  Heath,  Ionia,  Mich. 

Mass.  Mary  (Walling)  Hultmon,  13  Fitch  Place, 

Halsey  Tower  Day,  4761  Avery  Ave.,  Detroit,  „„     „     .        ^  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Mich  "Ila  Marion  (lower)  King,  Waverley,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Halsey  Tower  Day,  476T  Avery  Ave.,  Marguerite  Stone  King,  Boston    Mass 

■*  ■"  n  /  ■      ,.'■  ,  George  Needham  Larkin,  Detroit,  Mich. 

,,,„     p     •     n  q     ,  ,       vm-wv;,i    \'  Alice(Thornton)Luther,  740  Leonard  St.,  N.  E.. 
Uruce  Lrvin  Ucbpelder,  34o<S  opingie  Ave.,  ,,         ,  ■»      •  .      »«=   » 

n,.f.-,,it     MieK  Grand  Rapids,  Mich, 

M  ._,  .  _     .      ..        .,..";:  Mrs.  Verna  (Hanson)  Luther,  Muskegon,  Mich. 

Nevene  (Tower)  DcSpekter,  34a8  Spinglc  Aye.,  H;UTy  ilp.1(ier  Morgan.  209  So.  High  St., 

Detroit,  Midi.  Hartford  City,  Ind. 

Mrs.  Cadelia  (Tower)  Fisk,  Belding,  Mich.  Cora  Belle  (Tower)  Morse.  Bvron.  Mich 

Dr.  Joseph  D.  Ely,  1311  Oak  St.,   Toledo,  Ohio  Victor  C    Morse    Bvron    Mich 

Mrs.  Ellen  V.  (Ford)  Ely.  1311  Oak  St.,  Toledo.  Carrie  Richards  Nichols,  Greenville,  Mich. 

Ohio  Uelle  (Walling)  Park,  Cooperville,  Mich. 

Vina  Tower  Elliott,  Greenville,  Mich.  Katherine  May  (Walling)  (Nichols)  Randall. 
Miss  Addie  Velera  Ford,  Fayette,  Ohio  13  Fitch  Place,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Ansel  Landis  Ford,  Fayette;,  Ohio  Mrs.  Clair  E.  Roosa,  Fayette,  Ohio 

William  Otis  Ford,  Fayette,  Ohio  Sherwood  D.  R.  Smith  (Reporter),  Greenville, 
Charlotte  Galpin,  Washington,  1).  C.  Mich. 

William  Reynolds  Galpin,  2102  Broadway,  Mrs.  Amy  (Tyler)  Van  DeWarker,  1718  Ray  St. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  Lansing,  Mich. 

Mrs.  William  Reynolds  Galpin.  2102  Broadway,  Millard  F.  Walling,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  Mrs.  Caddie  (Fisk)  White,  Belding,  Mich. 


L'ti  ANNUAL  MEETING  AND  HEl'NIQN  KWOHTtf 

A  GOLDEN  VVEbMNG  IX  THE  TOWER 

FAMILY 

On  January  1(.),  1 S 7 < > ,  Henry  Lewis  Tower''  of  Cummington,  .Mass.,  and 
Cynthia  Louisa  Allen  of  Worthington,  Mass.,  were  united  in  marriage  at  the 
home  of  Samuel  E.  Harrington  of  North  Amherst  by  the  Reverend  J.  I..  Jenkins 

at  that  time  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Amherst.  A  few  daw- 
later  they  came  to  Worthington  to  live  in  the  house  where  (hex-  still  reside. 
Four  children  were  horn  of  this  union:  Herbert  L.  of  Springfield,  Mass.;  Cullen 
B.  of  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  and  Walter  II.  of  Worthington.  An  only  daughter 
Melissa  II.  died  when  hut.  a  few  months  old.    There  are  live  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Tower,  a  successful  farmer,  is  still  hale  and  active  at  the  age  of  Nl  years, 
carrying  on  his  farm  in  partnership  with  his  son  Walter  II.  Mrs.  Tower  is  a 
member  of  the  Worthington  Congregational  Church.  On  account  of  frail  health 
she  has  led  a  somewhat  retired  life,  hut  her  cheerful  smile  always  bids  you  welcome. 

On  January  19,  1926,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tower  held  an  open  house  at  their  home, 
when  neighbors  and  relatives  gathered  to  celebrate  their  Golden  Wedding  Anni- 
versary. Attired  in  their  wedding  clothes  of  fifty  years  ago,  they  received  their 
guests  throughout  the  day  and  evening,  entertaining  at  dinner  about  twenty  rel- 
atives and  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tower  are  the  parents  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Tower  Genealogical 
Society. 


MARRIED 

At  Greenville,  Mich.,  on  January  14,  1920,  Ray  J.  Tower8  to  Jessie  Adelaide 
Haines. 


REUNION  FOR  1926 

As  the  returns  from  the  questionnaire  indicate  that  our  members  would  like 
a  reunion  to  be  held  this  year,  the  Executive  Hoard  have  decided  to  do  this,  and 
the  place  selected  is  Ilingham,  Mass.,  date  Friday,  June  25,  192G.  Later,  notices 
containing  the  completed  program  will  be  sent  out. 


19  20  REUNION  COMMITTFE 

Mrs.  Sarah  Heald  Tower,  Chairman,  South  Boston,  Mass. 

John  Henry  Towku,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 

John  Ibrook  Towku,  South  Ilingham,  Mass. 

Walter  Lamoxt  Towku,  Dalton,  Mass. 

Miss  Charlotte  SophRonia  Towku,  Cohasset,  Mass. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Abbott  Towku,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Prank  Warren  Towku,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  AliCe  Towku  Cross,  Ilingham  ('enter,  Mass. 

Miss  Marguerite  Stone  Kim;,  Waverly.  Mass. 

Miss  Katie  Gertrude  Gardner.  South  Ilingham,  Mass. 
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The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  received  notice  of  deaths  among  members 
of  the  Towkh  Genealogical  Society  since  the  issue  of  the  last  report  as  follows: 

MEMBER 
NO. 

3     Mrs.  Rhoba  (Fitch)  Tower  (date  and  place  not  yet  reported). 

11  Oliver  Tower1*,  died  25  April,  1923,  at  Hingham,  .Mass.  Mr.  Tower  was 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society 
from  1909  to  1916  and  Treasurer  from  1916  to  1918. 

26  Mrs.  Deborah  Tower7  (Bruce)  Shaw,  died  8  April,  1922,  at  Cummington, 
Mass. 

34     George  Pearce  Tower8,  died  8  December,  1924,  at  Youngstown,  X.  Y. 

48     Walter  Monroe  Tower8,  died  25  November,  1925,  at  Northampton,  Mass. 

89     Reuben  Went  worth  Huntress',  died  5  May,  1921,  at  Boston,  Mass. 
109     Charles  Tower0,  died  19  June,  1922,  at   Melrose,  Mass. 
Ill)     Mrs.  Emeline  Atkinson  (Tower)8  Tucker,  died  S  December,  1922,  at  Mil- 
ford,  x.  ir. 

144     Mrs.  Mania  Jane  (Gates)7  Clark,  died  8  February,  1923,  at  Petersham, 

Mass. 
161     Mrs.  Louise  Chichester  (Butts)  Tower,  died  8  June,  1922,  at  East  Moriches, 

Long  Island,  X.  Y. 
194     lion.  Charlemagne  Tower8,  died  24  February,  1923,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Life  Member 
205     James  Henry  Tower8,  died  13  August,  1921,  at  Green  Hill,  R.  I. 
220     Mrs.  Sophronia  Lawrence  (Parker)   Tower,  died   1   February,    1923,   at 

Cohasset,  Mass. 
239     Miss  Annie  Augusta  Souther7,  died  7  Xovember,   1922,  at    Dorchester, 

Mass. 
244     William  Cobb  Tower7,  died  13  February,  1920,  at  South  Braintree,  Mass. 
266     Daniel  Webster  Tower8,  died  12  February,  1923,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
29S     Samuel  Spruce  Tower8  (date  and  place  not  yet  reported). 

302  William  George  Tower  (date  and  place  not  yet  reported). 

303  Mrs.  Ellen  Maria  (Perry)8  Ross,  died  0  October,  1920,  at  Chetopa,  Kans. 
324     Frederic  Lincoln  Tower8,  died  3  May,  1923,  at  Portland,  Me. 

327     Mrs.  Mary  (Tower)10  Elwell,  died  28  February,  1922,  at  Spruce  Head,  Me. 
364     Mrs.    Electa    Maria    (Gregory)1"   Tower,    died    11    Xovember,    1923.    at 

Worthington,  Mass.    Since  1918  Mrs.  Tower  has  been  our  Assistant 

Recording  Secretary. 
369     Mrs.  Weltha  Anna  (Tower)8  Size,  died  22  November,  1919,  at  Waterloo, 

Iowa. 
390     Myron  Luther  Tower8,  died  28  July,  1924,  at  Chicopee,  Mass. 
419     Mrs.  Xelliellortense  (Hill)8  Cooper,  died 28  November,  1921,  at  Chicopee, 

Mass. 
425     Mrs.  Sarah  Thomas  (Tower)7  Bellows,  died  18  April,  1925,  at  Manville, 

R.  I. 
,  434     Russell  Brown  Tower8  Died  19  September  1924  at  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 


Issued  this  31st  day  of  December,  1925,  by  order  of  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  Incorporated. 
Form  7  II  I  J  K 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

(INCORPORATED) 

OF  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

1929-  1930 


JAMES    WALLACE    TOWER President 

200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

JOHN  HENRY  TOWER I  'tee-President 

608  Bridge  Street,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 

WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER    Recording  Secretary 

131  North  Street,  Dalton,  Mass. 

MRS.   HELEN   (CARTER)    TOWER Assistant   Recording  Secy. 

233  Main  Street,  South  Hingham,  Mass. 

WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER    Corresponding  Secy.    (Historian) 

131   North  Street,  Dalton,  Mass. 

GILBERT   JUDSON   TOWER Treasurer 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE   EXECUTIVE   BOARD 

MISS  FLORENCE  ESTELLE  TOWER, 
49  Seminary  Ave.,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

FRANK  WARREN  TOWER, 
1 1   Myrtle  Ave.,   Springfield,   Mass. 

MRS.  SARAH   (HEALD)   TOWER. 
P.   O.    Box   735,    Hingham   Center,    Mass. 

JOHN  IBROOK  TOWER, 
2  33   Main   Street,    South    Hingham,    Mass. 


"Honor  //>)  father  and  thy  mother  tb.it  thy  days  may  he  long  upon  the  hind 
which  the  Lord  thy  Cod   si  vet  h  thee." 


ABOUT  GROUPS  AND  OUR  SOCIETY 

CARL  VERNON  TOWER 

Member  No.  8 

College! tile,  Penna. 

FIVE  years  have  elapsed  since  the  last  printed  broadcast  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  was  sent  you.  In  that  time  the  writer's  pen  has 
grown  stiff  and  rusty  with  inaction,  but  as  the  ink  once  more  finds  its 
accustomed  channel  it  seeks  form  as  of  yore  in  words  of  heartiest 
greeting  to  the  members  of  this  Society  and  of  the  Tower  family  into 
whose  hands  this  Twenty-first  Annual  Report  may  fall. 

In  those  malarial  years  of  feverish  national  prosperity  and  chill  depression 
much,  we  hope,  of  joy,  and  much,  we  fear,  of  sorrow  has  entered  into  the  lives 
of  those  who  make  up  our  numerous  family.  A  glance  at  page  35  will  show  that 
our  mortality  rate  has  been  high.  As  we  regretfully  transferred  from  the  list  of 
Living  Members  to  our  Necrology  the  names  of  those  who  had  passed  over  the 
Great  Divide,  and  recorded  names  which  now  fill  the  spaces  they  left  vacant,  we 
were  reminded  that  "individuals  come  to  an  end,  but  groups  go  on."  For  "the 
group,"  as  a  sociologist  has  said,  "is  the  nearest  thing  to  immortality  that  we 
know  anything  about." 

Now  this  group  immortality,  or  longevity,  to  use  a  less  extravagant  expression, 
is  worth  our  attention  here.  For  it  is  not  a  thing  that  is  given  to  a  human  group 
outright  as  we  are  thought  to  possess  from  birth  souls  that  are  called  "immortal." 
It  is  something  which  a  group  must  win  or  achieve  for  itself  by  its  own  efforts, 
and  if  we  except  a  small  class  of  human  groups  to  which  our  genealogical  society 
belongs,  it  is  in  only  one  of  two  ways  that  this  self-perpetuation  is  accomplished: 
by  adoption,   or  by  generation. 

By  adoption,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  constant  addition  of  new  members  to  replace 
those  who  are  withdrawn,  your  lodge,  your  church,  your  club,  your  business  organi- 
zation become  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  self-perpetuating.  Their  stability,  their 
longevity,  and  the  values  or  benefits  which  they  confer  upon  The  Great  Society 
about  us  are  dependent  upon  the  character,  ability,  purposes  and  cooperative 
spirit  of  the  members,   and   upon  many  other  factors. 

By  generation,  by  the  processes  of  birth  and  subsequent  nurture  of  the  indi- 
vidual within  the  home,  the  family,  probably  the  oldest  of  human  institutions,  is 
brought  into  existence  and  becomes  a  self-perpetuating  group.  By  birth  one  is  a 
member  of  this  or  that  family  and  potentially  the  trustee  and  transmitter  of  values 
that  no  other  human  group  or  institution  is  capable  of  conferring.  In  brief,  "It  is 
normally  in  the  family  that  first  and  most  deeply  the  child  learns  to  be  a  person 
and  to  treat  others  as  persons,  to  live  and  let  live,  to  do  as  he  would  be  done  by, 
to  be  cooperative,  sympathetic  and  loyal."  These  are  values  that  are  necessary 
to  the  stability  of  all  human  associations  and  institutions;  they  are  basic  to 
civilization    itself. 
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These  are  the  values  whose  destruction   is   threatened   today,   if   the  students 

of  human  society  interpret  the  signs  aright.  For  under  the  conditions  created  by 
modern  modes  of  living  even  the  integrity  of  the  immediate  family  (consisting 
of  father,  mother,  brothers,  sisters)  is  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain,  to  say 
nothing  of  that  continuity  of  family  traditon  which  formerly,  under  simpler 
conditions  of  living,  assured  to  civilization  the  preservation  of  those  character 
qualities  and  social  attitudes  that  only  respect  for  home  and  family  can  secure. 
Said  an  eminent  neurologist  in  the  writer's  hearing  not  long  ago:  The  family  is 
disappearing,  or  it  no  longer  transmits  to  the  children  those  basic  moral  acqui- 
sitions which  even  the  savage  secures  for  his  future  generations  by  rites  and 
customs  that  induce  in  the  young  respect  for  the  achievements  of  their  people. 
We  in  our  day  have  broken  with  the  past.  To  this  one  cause  more  than  to  any 
other  must  be  ascribed  the  fact  that  our  insane  asylums  are  crowded  and  the 
number  of  our    homicides   and   suicides   annually  increasing   by   leaps   and   bounds. 

Now  there  is  a  third  class  of  organized  groups,  for  the  most  part  distinctly 
modern.  The  societies  that  make  up  Class  111  are  the  slender  threads  that  span 
the  widening  gulf  between  the  past  and  present,  and  they  have  two  characteristics 
in  common.  They  grow  and  perpetuate  themselves  as  in  Class  I  by  adoption,  their 
continued  existence  being  dependent  upon  the  voluntary  assumption  of  member- 
ship in  them.  But,  second,  membership  in  these  societies  is  selective  on  the  basis 
provided  for  Class  II,  that  is  to  say,  the  applicant  must  be  of  a  certain  family. 
While  you  can  be  a  "Lion,"  or  a  "Rotarian,"  or  an  "Llk,"  whoever  you  are,  it 
your  qualifications  meet  the  approval  of  the  particular  society,  to  be  a  member 
of  a  genealogical  society  such  as  the  T.  G.  S.,  or  a  member  of  a  patriotic  society 
such  as  the  "Sons,"  or  "Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,"  you  must  be  of 
a  certain  family,  or  the  descendant  of  some  one  who  took  part  in  events  the 
memory  of  which  the  patriotic  society  believes  worth  preserving  through  the 
channels  provided  by  family  tradition  and  record. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  here  to  defend  this  group  of  societies  against  the  charge- 
frequently  leveled  against  them  by  the  thoughtless,  the  charge  that  they  arc- 
exclusive  and  "highbrow."  To  that  charge  enough  has  been  said  in  answer  on 
the  pages  of  previous  Reports.  The  real  object  of  these  societies  is  to  rescue  from 
threatened  destruction  in  our  over-individualistic  modern  society,  in  which  each  is, 
like  a  "hit-and-run"  motorist,  bent  on  his  own  concerns,  regardless  of  his  own 
and  of  others'  safety,  those  values  that  come  only  by  way  of  family  and  without 
which  no  ordered  civilization  can  endure.  Sometimes  I  think,  these  associations, 
having  become  more  clearly  conscious  of  their  common  ends,  will  unite  for 
greater   strength   and   accomplishment. 

That  is  as  it  may  be.  My  own  purpose  here  is  quite  definite.  It  is,  to  call 
attention  to  a  certain  weakness  that  is  inherent  in  jn\  society  which,  like  ours, 
must  maintain  itself  and  grow  by  the  principle  of  .Uoption,  but  which,  being 
based  also  upon  the  principle  of  generation,  cannot  range  abroad  in  The  Great 
Society  for  its  members  but  confines  its  selection  to  those  who  are  of  one  family. 
The  greater  need  is  there,  then,  that  all  who  are  members  of  our  Society  shall 
collaborate  to  the  fullest  extent  in  the  effort  which  it  is  now  making  to  enlarge 
its  membership  and  extend  the  sphere  of  its  influence  wherever  there  are  to  be 
found  those  who  bear  our  name,  or  who  are  members  of  our  family. 
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Second  only  to  the  need  for  this  cooperative  spirit  among  us  is  the  require- 
ment that  the  Society  shall  have  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  names  and  present 
addresses  of  all  Towers  within  the  United  States  of  whom  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
information,  and  of  all  others  who  are  descendants  of  John  Tower  (  1  )  of  Bing- 
ham, Mass.  A  complete  and  trustworthy  address  list  is  a  paramount  necessity  if 
the  present  and  future  projects  of  the  Society,  among  them  the  publication  of  the 
proposed    NEW  TOWER   GENEALOGY,   are  to   he   furthered. 

"A  futile  undertaking,  impossible  of  execution!"  may  he  the  comment  of 
some  reader.  Not  at  all,  is  my  answer  with  the  wisely  devised  plan  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  in  mind.  Eor  "Data  Committees"  have  heen  appointed  and 
pledged  to  secure  the  names  and  addresses  of  those  resident  within  the  state. 
A  dozen  or  more  of  these  committees  have  heen  formed  and  each  week  adds  to 
the  number,  so  that  eventually,  if  the  need  arises,  forty-eight  will  he  engaged  in 
the  work  of  gathering  data. 

This  word  "data"  it  should  he  carefully  noted,  includes  not  merely  full 
mures  and  addresses,  hut  all  information  obtainable  regarding  births,  marriages, 
deaths,  and  matters  of  biographical  and  genealogical  interest  concerning  members 
oi  the  family,  yourself,  fust  of  all.  The  obligation  is  laid  upon  us  all  as  members 
of  the  Society  to  assist  these  Data  Committees  by  prompt  reply  to  any  corres- 
pondence that  may  be  received,  or  by  voluntarily  sending  to  the  President  at  his 
office  in  Room  1303,  200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  the  full  name  and 
address  of  any  Tower  of  whom  we  may  know,  or  which  we  may  obtain  through 
town  or  city  directory  or  telephone  book,  or  by  correspondence,  together  with 
any  item  of  interest  that  may  be  gathered. 

This,  then,  is  my  concluding  word.  Surely  it  is  not  a  heavy  burden  for  the 
Society  to  lay  upon  its  members,  who  by  this  uncostly  display  of  loyalty  will  not 
only  perform  a  work  that  is  necessary  for  its  future  effectiveness,  hut  in  many 
instances,  at  least,  experience  now  and  then  a  pleasant  surprise  and  add  to  then 
circle  of  acquaintances  a  Tower  whom  they  had  not  known  as  a  neighbor.  To 
the   writer   this   happened   only   the   other   day. 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


York,  December  31st,   1950 


Ffllow  Membfrs: 


Again  our  greetings  go  to  you  together  with  a  Report  of  the  Society's 
happenings  covering  the  years  1926,  192",  1928,  1929  and  1930,  which  we  hope 
you  may  enjoy  reading. 

Since  the  last  report  was  issued,  two  Reunions  have  been  held,  both  at  Hing- 
ham,  the  former  on  June  25,  1926,  and  the  latter  August  29,  1930.  Both  were 
successful  and  well  attended.  It  is  possible  that  you  may  wish  to  have  another 
reunion   in    1932    and  if  this   is  so,   when  and   where   should   it  be   held? 

At  the  Reunion  of  1930,  there  were  present  from  one  family,  two  brothers 
with  their  wives,  a  sister  and  the  widow  of  a  third  brother.  They  were  John 
Henry  Tower,  Vice  President  of  this  Society,  and  Mrs.  Georgie  Etta  (Batchelder) 
Tower,  Charles  Summer  Tower  and  Mrs.  Alice  L.  (Mayhew)  Tower,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Maria  (Tower)  Clark  and  Mrs.  William  Arthur  Tower.  To  make  this  incident 
more  remarkable,  the  brothers  and  sister,  who  have  ail  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversaries,  were  born  in  the  Old  Tower  Homestead  at  South  Hingham, 
now  the  shrine  of  our  Society.  Those  oi  you  who  have  a  copy  of  the  group  picture 
taken  at  this  Reunion  will  find  the  family  seated  side  by  side  in  the  lower  row 
beginning  with  third  from  the  right  hand  end  as  you  look  at  the  picture  and 
going  towards  the  lett.  The  sister  is  between  the  brothers  with  John  Henry  Tower 
at  the  right. 

The  Society  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  the  .services  of  Mr.  John  I  brook 
Tower  and  Mrs.  Helen  (Carter)  Tower,  his  wife.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
on  August  29th,  1930,  Mr.  Tower  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board 
and  Airs.  Tower  Assistant  Secretary.  Mr.  Tower  is  a  son  of  the  late  George 
Warren  Tower,  first  President  and  founder  of  this  Society,  and  he  and  Mrs. 
Tower  now  live  in  the  Old  Homestead  at  South  Hingham,  where  they  are  always 
glad  to  welcome  any  of  our  members  or  any  of  the  descendants  oi  our  common 
ancester,  John  Tower1   the  emigrant. 

The  Society's  mailing  lists  are  so  badly  out  of  date  that  we  are  now  endeavor- 
ing to  bring  them  up  to  the  present  time  and  have  formed  Committees  in  several 
of  the  States  where  some  of  our  members  are  now  actively  engaged  in  gathering  this 
information  and  data.  It  is  hoped  that  many  of  our  members  will  be  willing  to 
help  by  sending  the  names  and  addresses  of  their  families  or  those  by  the  name 
of  Tower  or  any  Tower  descendants  they  may  know  of  in  near  by  cities  or  towns. 
Examination  of  recent  directories  will  be  found  helpful  in  securing  this  informa- 
tion. 

We  were  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  report  actual  progress  in  the  matter  of 
publishing  a  second  volume  of  the  Genealogy  but  lack  of  funds  has  prevented 
this.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  some  means  can  be  found  for  financing  this  volume, 
data  for  which  is  nearly  completed  and  in  our  Secretary's  files.  Any  suggestions 
regarding  such  financing  will  be  received  gladly. 

Again  the  Necrology  list  given  at  the  end  of  this  report  is  a  long  one  and 
each  and  every  one  of  our  members  should  endeavor  to  interest  others  to  join 
the  Society. 


Yours  very   truly. 


-j&u 


<A~ 


President. 
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RALPH  WINFRED  TOWER  (8) 

Member  No.  63 
Died  January  26,    1926 

BI:.NJAMIN    BRANCH 

DLATH  has  laid  its  hand  upon  the  membership  of  the  Society  since  the 
last  report  was  printed  and  distributed,  and  on  January  26,  1926,  took 
from  us  Dr.  Ralph  Winfred  Tower  of  New  York  City,  for  many 
years  Librarian  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  and 
Curator  in  several  of  its  departments. 
To  say  a  word  here  concerning  Dr.  Tower  is  for  me  a  valued  privilege, 
though  one  that  1  assume  with  reluctance,  aware  that  if  I  dwell,  as  inclination 
prompts,  upon  the  memories  evoked  from  an  acquaintance  with  him  enduring  more 
than  thirty-five  years,  upon  his  achievements  and  his  qualities  of  mind  and  charac- 
ter, for  which  1  have  felt  sincere  admiration,  I  shall  sacrifice  much  which  the 
reader   unacquainted   with    Dr.   Tower   should   know. 

Jt  is  probable  that  not  many  of  our  Society  knew  him  well.  He  did  not 
attend  the  reunions  frequently.  Located  in  the  heart  of  the  largest  and  busiest  city 
of  the  world,  doing  his  work  quietly,  persistently,  effectively  in  some  room  of  the 
Museum  far  from  the  city's  turmoil,  he  seemingly  had  little  time  or  inclination 
for  recreation  or  for  what  is  called  society.'  Yet  his  interest  in  our  own  Society 
was  very  real.  My  personal  contacts  with  Dr.  Tower  were  infrequent  and  our 
correspondence  somewhat  desultory;  but  his  genial  smile,  his  hearty  greeting,  his 
willingness  to  lay  aside  work  for  conversation  upon  family  matters  and  T.  G.  S. 
projects,  made  the  occasional  hour  spent  with  him  in  the  Museum  one  of  the 
most  pleasurable  incidents  of  the  writer's  visits  to  New  York.  He  was  always 
approachable,  always  courteous,  and  his  keen,  though  kindly  humor  and  shrewd 
observations   upon    life  made  conversation  with   him   a   delight. 

Dr.  Tower  was  born  in  Amherst,  Mass.  on  May  24,  1870  and  obtained  his 
earlier  academic  education  at  Colby  and  Brown  Universities.  After  graduating 
at  the  latter  institution  in  1892  he  studied  at  Leipzig,  and  held  a  fellowship  at 
Harvard,  where  he  pursued  courses  in  the  Medical  School.  During  the  next  seven 
years  he  occupied  successively  the  positions  of  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Instructor 
in  Chemical  Physiology,  and  Assistant  Professor  at  Brown  University.  In  1903  he 
was  appointed  Curator  of  Physiology  and  Librarian  of  the  American  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  positions  which  he  filled  with  consummate  ability  until  his  death. 
Through  his  labors  in  this  truly  national  institution  the  number  of  scientific 
volumes  increased  from  thirty  thousand  to  over  one  hundred  thousand.  During 
the  greater  part  of  this  quarter  of  a  century  he  served  the  Museum  also  in  the 
capacity  of  Curator  of  Anatomy,  and  of  Comparative  Physiology,  preparing,  or 
supervising  the  preparation  of  many  specimens  for  these  departments,  and  his 
executive  ability  displayed  in  the  management  of  a  Division  of  Printing  and 
Publicatons  drew  high  commendation  from  Dr.  Henry  F.  Osborn,  President  of 
the  Museum. 

Dr.  Tower  was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  science,  and  active  in  research  as 
far  as  his  time  and  duties  would  permit.  He  held  positions  in  various  scientific 
societies   and    was    the  author   of   numerous   scientific   articles.    For   many   years    he 
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was  connected  with  the  New  York  Academy  of  Sciences  as  Librarian,  Editor,  and 
Recording  Secretary.  Finally  the  work  of  this  venerable  organization  came  to  be 
wholly    under   his   direction. 

Although  Museum  and  Academy  interests  absorbed  most  of  Doctor  Tower's 
energy,  he  nevertheless  made  his  contributions  to  civic  affairs,  among  which  were 
his  fifteen  years  of  service  on  the  Library  Board  of  his  home  city,  New  Roche! le, 
N.  Y.  first  as  Treasurer  for  nine  years  and  then  as  President  of  the  Board  for 
the  last  six  years.  It  was  during  his  term  of  office  that  the  new  library  building 
was    erected    and    he   had    much    to    do    with    bringing    it    to   its    present    efficiency. 

Dr.  Tower  married  Bessie  Belle  West  on  August  31,  1893,  and  a  son, 
Laurence  West  Tower,  was  born  of  this  union.  Though  years  have  elapsed  since 
pneumonia  prematurely  cut  short  this  quietly  effective  life,  the  Society  has  reason 
to  regret  the  loss  which  it  sustained  in  the  death  of  this  member  who  so  adorned 
with  good  works  his  name  and  profession,  and  to  the  wife  and  son  whom  he- 
left  behind  it  wishes  to  make  known  its  appreciation  of  his  services  to  the 
family  and  to   the  world  of  science. 

CARL  VERNON  TOWER* 
Memb.    No.    8 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THF 

TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

(INCORPORATED) 

OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Assembled  in   Parish  House  of  the  Old   Ship  Church 

Hingham,  Mass. 

Friday,  June  2  5,    1926. 


NOTICE: 

A  notice  containing  the  order  of  business  for  this  annual  meeting,  together 
with  the  program  of  the  tenth  Reunion  of  the  Descendants  of  John  Tower1,  was 
duly  mailed  ro  each  member  of  the  Society  and  to  our  general  mailing  list,  thirty 
days  prior  to  the  date  of  this  meeting  by  order  of  the  President,  James  Wallace 
Tower. 

Signed 


<&//<zz£2&;fi~^  (2^^c^n^-     v4&*~ 


Recording    Secretary. 
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OFFICIAL  MINUTES 

Business  Meeting: 

The  President,  James  Wallace  Tower,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  2:-<0 
P.M.  (E.D.T.). 

While  the  members  were  gathering  in  the  upper  hall  a  selection  was  rendered 
by  the  orchestra.  Members  of  this  orchestra  are: 

JOHN    HENRY    TOWER    (Leader)     Viol.i 

MRS.    HAZEL    (CLARK)     LEONARD    I  "tolin 

MISS    MARION    MOORHOUSE     Cello 

MRS.   JEANNETTE    (TOWER)    BURNHAM    Pimo 

Prayer  was   offered   by    Rev.   Carl    F.   Schultz. 

Roll  Call: 

The  roll  call  was  omitted  as  the  Secretary  noted  over  twenty-five  members 
present.    (See  official   registration   lists.) 

Reading  Minutes: 

Moved:  By  Gilbert  Judson  Tower  and  seconded  by  Charles  Wesley  Tower 
that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  meeting  of  this  Society  has  been  held  since  the 
issue  of  the  Annual  Reports,  in  which  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
printed  in  full,  these  minutes  stand  approved  as  printed  in  the  1921  Annual 
Report,   pages  fifteen,  .sixteen   and   seventeen. 

So  voted   unanimously. 

Reports  oe  Officers: 

President's  Report: 

Recording  Secretary's  Report: 

The  Recording  Secretary's  report  was  contained  in  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious meeting  already  approved  as  printed. 

Corresponding  Secretary's  Report: 

Treasurer's  Report: 

Auditor's  Report: 

Moved:  By  Charlotte  Sophronia  Tower  and  seconded  by  Sarah  (Heald) 
Tower  that  the  reading  of  these  three  reports  be  waived,  as  they  appear  in  full 
in  the  printed  reports  for  the  year's  1921 — 1922 — 1923 — 192-1 — 1925,  copies  of 
these  reports  being   in  the  possession  of  all   members. 

St)  voted  unanimously. 

At  the  request  of  several  members  your  Corresponding  Secretary  gave  a 
resume  of  his  various  printed  reports  for  the  past  five  years.  Explaining  the 
present  unprotected  condition  of  the  vast  amount  of  genealogical  data  now  in  his 
possession.  He  said  that  the  data  ought  to  be  compiled  in  form  for  printing,  as  in 
this  way  it  would  be  possible  to  bring  out  the  missing  data,  much  of  which  could 
be  supplied  by  correspondence.  Miss  Florence  Estelle  Tower  asked  your  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  what  was  his  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  compilation?  His 
reply  was:  That  it  is  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  He  thought  probably  from  one 
to  two  thousand  dollars  would  place  the  present  data  in  printable  condition.  This 
made  no  allowance  for  filling  in  missing  data  which  would  involve  other  expense 
than  for  mere  stenographic  work. 

Your  Corresponding  Secretary  explained  that  compilation  of  the  data  now  in 
hand  would  involve  a  revision  and  extension  of  the  card  index  now  in  use.  He- 
answered  several  other  questions  and  closed  his  informal  talk  with  another  urgent 
appeal  for  funds  to  place  the  Tower  genealogical  data  now  in  his  possession  in 
such  condition  that  it  will  not  be  subject  to  loss  by  fire. 
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Reports  of  Committees: 

The  Chairman  of  the  1926  Reunion  Committee,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Heald)  Tower, 
said  the  successful  reunion  now  in  progress  spoke  for  itself.  She  promised  to 
submit  a  written   report  at  a  future  date.  That   report  is  as  follows: 

On  June,  twenty-fifth,  1926  the  Tower  clan  held  their  tenth  reunion  in 
Hingham,  Mass.  at  the  Parish  House  of  the  oldest  church  in  use  in  the  United 
States.  It  was  said  by  many  who  had  attended  other  Tower  reunions  that  this 
was  one  of  the  best.  We  were  delighted  to  have  the  Ford  family  and  Dr.  Ely 
from  Ohio,  Ray  J.  Tower,  his  wife,  daughter  and  niece  from  Greenville,  Michigan, 
all  of  whom  came  by  automobile. 

The  Lend-a-Hand  Society  of  Hingham  furnished  us  with  a  very  good  dinner 
in  the  Parish  House  dining  room.  The  tables  were  decorated  with  flowers,  making 
them    very   attractive.    Preceding    the   dinner    Rev.    Carl    F.    Schultz    offered    prayer. 

After  dinner  we  all  gathered  on  the  hill  by  the  Old  Meeting  House  and  had 
a  group  picture  taken.  We  returned  to  the  Parish  House  for  our  annual  meeting. 
Music  was  furnished  by  our  own  Tower  orchestra  led  by  John  Henry  Tower. 
After  playing  several  well  known  selections  they  played  two  pieces  composed 
by  Mr.  Tower  which  we  greatly  enjoyed.  The  Rev.  Carl  F.  Schultz  talked  to  us 
about  family  reunions.    (Copy  of  this  address   appears   elsewhere.) 

After  the  Annual  meeting  many  visited  the  Old  Church  where  there  arc- 
many  interesting  things  to  see  including  the  Chimes  Tower.  Groups  of  people 
were  then  taken  to  see  the  Old  Tower  Homestead  where  they  were  shown  every 
courtesy.  The  Old  Tower  Homestead  is  occupied  by  John  Ibrook  Tower  of  the 
tenth  generation.  Many  visited  the  cemetery  to  see  the  Tower  monument,  erected 
by  the  Tower  Family  in  America,  and  the  grave  of  George  Warren  Tower1*,  founder 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society.  All  enjoyed  the  scenery  of  Hingham,  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  historic  towns  in  New  England. 

Seventy  people  registered,  which  is  a  small  proportion  of  our  members.  Each 
member  should  endeavor  to  obtain  a  new  member  before  our  next  reunion  and 
then  every  member  come  to  our  next  reunion.  We  like  to  see  our  Society  grow 
and  this  is  the  way  to  make  it  grow. 

Unfinished  Business: 

The  secretary  reports  no  unfinished   business. 
Election  of  Officers: 

Moved:  By  John  Henry  Tower  and  seconded  by  Gilbert  Judson  Tower  that 
the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  nominating  committee  of  three  members 
to  propose  a  list  of  officers. 

So  voted  unanimously. 

The  President  then  appointed  John  Henry  Tower,  Charles  Wesley  Tower  and 
Charlotte  Sophronia  Tower  to  be  that  committee. 

While  this  committee  were  deliberating  the  descendants  and  their  friends 
listened  to  a  pleasing  and  scholarly  address  by  Rev.  Carl  F.  Schultz,  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Hingham  Center,  Mass. 

Reverend   Schultz  spoke  in  part  as  follows: 
The  Family  and  Our  Democracy 

Members  of  the  Tower  Family  Association.  1  have  greatly  enjoyed  the 
exercises  of  the  day,  and  greatly  appreciate  your  invitation  to  be  with  you.  A 
family  gathering  of  this  nature  has  great  value,  for  too  often  members  of  one 
branch  on  the  family  tree  are  unacquainted!  with  members  of  another  branch  of 
that  same  tree.  The  story  is  told  of  a  wife  who  left  her  husband  at  home  to  put 
the  children  to  bed.  Later  in  the  evening  the  wife  returned  and  asked  her  husband 
what  success  he  had  had.  He  replied,  "They  all  went  to  bed  nicely  but  the  little 
red  headed  fellow.  I  had  a  hard  job  putting  him  to  bed."  The  wife  replied,  "No 
wonder,  he  is  our  neighbor's  child." 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  meec  with  you  people  this  day  because  of  what  various 
members    of    your    family    have   done    for    the    civilization    of   your    country.    It    is 
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always  inspiring;  to  study  and  reflect  upon  history  of  personal  interest.  A  tourist 
asked  the  guide  in  a  British  museum  what  167  B.C.  meant  over  the  casket  con- 
taining a  mummy.  The  guide,  who  had  no  respect  for  history  replied,  "Oh,  that's 
probably  the  number  plate  of  the  car  that  hit  him."  History  has  more  value  to 
me,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  has  more  value  to  the  people  of  your  Association.  We 
cannot  but  be  better  and  better  members  of  the  Association  by  meeting  here  in 
this  reunion  and  thinking  upon  the  characteristics  oi  the  early  Towers  who  came 
to  these  barren  New  England  coasts.  They  were  courageous,  brave,  loyal,  deserv- 
ing; and  you  are  descendants  and  to  you  falls  the  responsibilities  they  so  nobly 
upheld. 

In  these  days  one  often  wonders  what  counts  in   life  and   what  does  not.  That 
jingle  of  childhood  days  comes   to  me: 

"What  are  little  girls  made  of? 
Sngcir  arid  spice  and  all  things    >iic\. 
That's  what  little  girls  are  made  oj. 

"What  are  little  boys  made  oj? 

Sticks  and  snails  and  puppy  dogs'  tails. 

That's    what  little   bu)s  are   made   oj." 

You  are  not  asked  to  believe  the  jingle.  However  there  are  qualities  that  go  to 
make  life  worth  while,  and  these  I  find  in  the  life  of  our  American  families; 
and  these  same  characteristics  which  I  find  in  the  family  I  find  as  the  very  oasi.-> 
upon  which  a  Democracy  is  built.  So  today  while  I  think  of  the  Family  and  Your 
Family,  and  think  of  the  qualities  which  hold  you  together  as  a  body.  1  look 
beyond   and   see  that   larger  human   family,   Our  Great  Democracy. 

There    are    many    qualities    that    I    might    mention    such    as    love,    friendship, 
brotherliness;  but  first   I   will  consider, 
Understanding 

Too  much  mention  cannot  be  given  to  the  place  of  understanding.  The 
success  of  the  family  centers  around  the  ability  of  the  parents  to  understand  the 
child  and  the  child  to  understand  the  parents.  The  story  is  told  of  a  boy  who 
wanted  to  imitate  a  great  Saint.  The  Saint  had  stood  for  a  great  period  of  time 
upon  a  high  wall  so  the  youth,  Pierre  Loti  got  a  stool  and  placed  it  in  the 
middle  of  the  kitchen  floor.  After  being  urged  to  move  by  his  parents  and  nurse 
he  became  angry  and  said,  "It's  no  use  trying  to  be  a  Saint  in  your  own  family." 
The  family  is  where  peopie  know  you  best  and  love  you  best.  The  success  of  a 
democracy  depends  upon  understanding  as  well  as  does  that  of  a  family.  The 
peoples  of  our  nation  will  be  bound  together  in  unity  as  labor  and  capital:  black 
and  white,  rich  and  poor,  understand  each  other. 
Cooperation 

This  word  is  a  great  key  word  of  the  American  home.  Cooperation  was 
perhaps  better  illustrated  in  the  homes  of  yesterday  rather  than  in  the  homes  of 
to-day.  In  the  homes  of  the  past  each  had  their  tasks  to  do.  There  was  wood  to 
chop,  and  chores  to  do  for  the  boys.  There  were  dishes  to  wash,  beds  to  make, 
cooking  to  do,  and  rooms  to  sweep  for  the  girls.  To-day  I  often  go  into  many 
homes  where  each  member  of  the  family  has  his  or  her  regularly  assigned  task. 
I  first  learned  the  lesson  of  cooperation  in  the  home.  As  a  home  depends  on 
cooperation  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  tasks,  so  do  communities.  There  should 
be  the  same  type  of  cooperation  in  the  community.  Such  community  spirit  would 
give  to  communities  their  centers  of  recreation  and  places  of  pride.  There  is  an 
urgent  need  for  cooperation  within  a  democracy.  To-day  the  leaders  of  the  world 
are  hoping  and  laboring  for  a  closer  cooperation  among  nations,  that  wars  may 
cease  and  bloodshed  may  be  done  away.  It  is  for  the  family  to  show  by  illustra- 
tion how  through  understanding  and  cooperation  strifes  may  cease  and  peace  and 
good  will  may  come. 
Service 

Again  and  again  we  hear  of  those  who  say,   "Life  is  a  matter  of  dollars  and 
cents."    Although    there   are   those   who    interpret   life   with   dollar   signs,    there  are 
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many  who  even  as  Dr.  Marsh  of  Boston  University  says  spell  life,  SERVICE. 
The  mother  in  the  family  rises  early  and  works  till  hue,  the  father  goes  to  work 
early  and  works  hard  during  the  day  for  service  to  their  family,  and  as  the  family 
grows  and  the  children  later  become  heads  of  families  they  too  accept  the 
responsibilities  of  life  and  service.  The  words  of  the  Master  of  life  are  true, 
"He  who  would  be  greatest  among  you  let  him  be  servant  of  all."  The  home  and 
the  family  are  touching  illustrations  of  the  power  of  sacrifice,  voluntary  service 
for  the  sake  and  betterment  of  human  lives.  Let  that  nation  count  herself  rich 
which  is  of  service  to  other  peoples.  There  must  be  service  in  times  of  peace  as 
well  or  greater  than  in  times  of  war.  Life  is  enriched  by  the  helping  of  otherv 
"Hare  you  had  a  kindness  shown — - 

Pass   /'/   on. 

'Tu.ts  not  given  for  thee  alone — 

Pass   it   on, 

Let  it  travel  down  the  years, 

Let   it    wipe  another's    tears, 

'Till  in  heaven  the  deed  appears — 

P-ass  it  on. 
Members  of  the  Tower  Family  Association,  as  you  go  from  the  exercises  of 
this  pleasant  and  historical  occasion  with  pleasant  thoughts  and  new  and  refreshed 
friendships  and  memories,  may  it  not  only  he  to  take  pride  in  the  splendid  history 
of  your  association,  but  may  it  be  to  make  history  in  which  coming  generations  may 
well  be  proud.  For  in  perpetuating  the  fine  qualities  of  those  of  your  association, 
and  the  worth  while  characteristics  of  family  life  you  are  making  possible  anil 
safe,  Our  American  Democracy. 
I   thank  you. 


John  Henry  Tower  for  the  nominating  committee  presented  a  list  of  nom- 
inations for  officers  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1926.  From 
this   list  of  nominations  the  following  officers   were  duly  elected   by  ballot. 

For  President TAMES  WALLACE  TOWER. 

200   Fifth   Avenue,   New  York,   N.   Y. 
For  Vice-President JOHN   HENRY  TOWER, 

458  Bridge  St.,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 
For  Recording  Secretary WALTER    LAMONT  TOWFR, 

131    North  Street,  Dal  ton,  Mass. 
For  Assistant  Recording  Secretary HERBERT    LORENZO    TOWER, 

72  Sorrento  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 
For  Corresponding  Secretary WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER, 

131   North  Street,  Dalton,  Mass. 
For  Treasurer GILBERT  JUDSON  TOWER, 

Shelbourne  Falls,  Mass. 

For  members  of  the  Executive  Committee: 

Miss  Florence  Estelle  Tower,   49  Seminary  Avenue,   Auburndale,   Mass. 
Frank  Warren  Tower,   327  State  Street,   Springfield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Sarah   (Heald)   Tower,  P.  O.  Box  No.  735,   Hingham,  Mass. 
*  Martin    Eugene   Smith,    2810   Jefferson   Avenue,    Tampa,    Florida. 
"Mr.   Smith's   winter  address  is   395   Bridge  Street,   Northampton,   Mass. 

Appointments: 

Our  President  after  thanking  the  members  for  his  reelection  made  the  follow- 
ing  appointments. 

For  the  Finance  Committee, 

Frank    Warren   Tower,    327    State   Street.    Springfield,   Mass. 

Martin  Eugene  Smith,  2810  Jefferson  Avenue,  Tampa,  Florida. 

James  Wallace  Tower,   200   Fifth  Avenue,   New    York,   N.  Y. 
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For  Auditor, 

Herbert    Lorenzo   Tower,    72    Sorrento    Street,    Springfield,    Mass. 
These    appointments    were    unanimously    approved    by    the    members    present. 
At  this   time  we   listened   to  an   original   selection,    Russian    Dance,   composed 
by  John   Henry   Tower  and   played   by   his   orchestra    for   the   first  time   in    public. 

New  Business: 

The  Secretary  offered  the  following  resolution  upon  the  recent  death  of  the 
ex-Vi:e-President  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society,  Daniel  Nichols  Tower7  oi 
Cohasset,   Massachusetts. 

Mr.   President: 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  the  officers  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society 
have  learned  of  the  death   of  our  esteemed  member, 

DANIEL  NICHOLS  TOWER 
<^i    the    seventh    generation,    which    occurred    at    his    laic    residence    m    Cohasset, 
Massachusetts,   on   the  twentieth  of  May,   nineteen    hundred   and   twenty-six. 

WHEREAS  the  death  of  Mr.  Tower  has  removed  from  among  us  a  keen 
and  active  member  of  our  Society,  one  who  served  us  as  Vice-President  for 
eleven    years, 

RESOLVED  that  by  his  death  our  Society  has  sustained  the  loss  of  one 
who  endeared  himself  to  the  members  and  to  all  Tower  descendants  who  have- 
had   the   pleasure  of    his    acquaintance   at   our   various    reunions. 

That  we  desire  to  express  our  universal  regret  and  extend  our  sympathy  to 
all    surviving    members    of    his    family. 

That  to  this  Society  and  to  all  who  knew  him  intimately  he  leaves  the 
fortunate  memory  of  a  life  filled  with  good  deeds   and  helpful   influences. 

RESOLVED  that  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  this  Society, 
that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family  of  our  late  brother  member,  with  the 
assurance  that  the  members  of  this  Society  deeply  sympathize  with  them  in  their 
sorrow. 

This   resolution   was   adopted   by   a  rising  vote. 

MOVED:  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower  and  seconded  by  Sarah  (Heald)  Tower 
that  the  following  named  members  of  the  Society  be  elected  Honorary  Vice- 
Presidents. 

I         William  John   Ross9  of  North  Adams,   Mass. 
II  Mrs.   Loretta  May   Harper1"  of   Litchfield,  Mich. 

III  Rev.  Frederic  Julius  Tower9  of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

IV  Edwin   Welch  Burch9  of  Rockwell  City,   Iowa. 

V          Miss   Donna    Caspretta   Stone10   of   Atlanta,    Georgia. 
VI         Ray  Jay  Towers  of  Greenville,  Mich. 
VII  Henry  Franklin  Tower8   of   Los  Angeles,   Calif. 

VIII  Miss    Charlotte    Sophronia    Tower8    of    Cohasset,    Mass. 

So  voted    unanimously. 

In  the  absence  of  further  business  the  President,  at  4.15  P.M.  (E.D.T.) 
declared   the  meeting  adjourned   sine  die. 

Attest. 


^^Az£2^  *^L*^2^  l^ 


Approved  Recording    Secretary. 


PROGRAM  OF  MUSIC  AT  THE   1926  REUNION 

The   Serenade _... by  Victor   Herbert 

Only  a  rose  from  Vagabond  King -by  Frilm 

Sunrise,   A   tone   poem _ by  John  H.   Tower 

Russian    Dance -..by  John   H.   Toner 
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MEETING  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

OF  THF 

TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

HELD  AT 

Parish   House  of  Old   Ship  Church 
Hingham,  Massachusetts,   Friday,  June  2^,    1926 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  wa«i 
called  by  the  President,  notice  of  which  w~s  waived  by  a  quorum  of  the  new 
board  who  were  present.  This  meeting  followed  directly  after  the  dose  oi  the 
Eleventh    Annual    Meeting. 


Attest. 


b2^£^w*^ri<-^      L^& 


Recording    Secretary. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1.20  P.M.  (F.D.T.)  by  the  President. 
James   Wallace   Tower. 

These  members  were  present,:  James  Wallace  Tower,  John  Henry  Tower. 
Walter  Lamont  Tower,  Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  Florence  Es  telle  Tower  and 
Sarah   (Heald)   Tower,  being  a  quorum. 

These  members  were  absent:  Herbert  Lorenzo  Tower,  Frank  Warren  Tower 
and  Martin   Eugene  Smith. 

Before  any  formal  business  was  presented  there  was  free  discussion  of  ways 
and  means  of  obtaining  new  members  and  of  liquidating  the  Society's  deSi  to 
the  estate  of   George  Warren   Tower. 

Moved:  by  Florence  Estelle  Tower  and  seconded  by  Walter  Lamont  Tower 
that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  outstanding  note  held  by  the  estate  of  George  Warren 
Tower  against  the  Society  by  the  Transfer  of  SI  16.00  from  the  general  fund* 
account  to  the  second  volume  account,  for  which,  pledges  held  by  the  President 
will   be  returned    to   the  estate   of   George  Warren   Tower. 

So  voted. 

This  vote  needs   a  word   of  explanation: 

The  late  George  Warren  Tower  made  certain  pledges  to  James  Wallace 
Tower  to  contribute  funds  to  help  finance  the  second  volume  of  the  Tower 
genealogy  and  the  1931  Reunion,  the  amounts  of  which  were  not  stated.  George- 
Warren  Tower  held  a  note  of  Si  16.00  against  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society 
for  money  loaned  to  the  Society.  In  order  to  liquidate  that  note  James  Wallace 
Tower  offered  to  surrender  the  pledges  if  the  estate  of  George  Warren  Tower 
would  cancel  the  note.  Hence  the  vote  to  transfer  the  amount  of  SI  16.00  from 
the  general  funds  of  the  Society  to  the  special  fund  created  to  finance  the  second 
volume  of  the  Tower  genealogy.    This   transaction  erased   the  debt, 

A  motion  to  adjourn  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President  prevailed  at 
4.55   P.M.    (F.D.T.) 


Attest: 


,^y/6z£^^-  CZ^Zwc^rt*^      Ly^-t^c^^— 


Ai'pRovrn 


Recording   Secre; 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

Dalton.    Mass.,    December    31,    1929. 
Mr.   President   an  J   Members: 

As  you  know  the  long  illness  of  my  wife  and  finally  her  death  during  the 
past  year  has  prevented  me  from  doing  the  usual  amount  of  Genealogical  work. 
This  'report  will  cover  the  years    1926,    1927,    1928  and   1929. 

A  reunion  and  meeting  of  our  Society  was  held  on  the  2  5th  of  June,  1926. 
a  report  oi  which  has  already  been  submitted.  I  reported  at  that  meeting  that 
the  new  genealogical  data  on  hand  was  sufficient  for  another  volume  of  the  Tower 
Genealogy.  For  reasons  you  well  know  I  have  made  little  effort  to  add  to  that 
data. 

I   regret  ot   report   the  following  deaths   among  members: 

MEMBER 
NO. 

27  Mrs.   Mabel    (Leonard)    Tower   died    16   May,    1929,    at   Dalton,   Mass. 

-i4  Miss    Louisa    Caroline  Tower"    died    13    Oct.,    1926,    at   Cohasset,   Mass. 

46  Henry  Augustus  Tower  died   2  May,   1927,  at  North  Adams,  Mass. 

49  Mrs.  Edna  Josephine   ( Smith )s  Duffey  died   12  May,   1926,  at  Northampton, 
Mass. 

54  Daniel   Nichols  Tower7  died  20  May,   1926,   at  Cohasset,  Mass. 

63  Ralph  Winfred  Tower*  died  26  Jan.,   1926,  at  New  Rochelle,  N.  V. 

74  Lucius   Warren    Bartlett*   died    5   March,    1928,   at   Hartford,   Ct. 

79  Dr.  James   Emmet  Tower9  died   2  5   Nov.,    1926,  at   New  York,   N.   Y. 

104  Fred    Lyman    Towers    died    7    Dec,    1928,    at    Pittsfield,    Mass. 

129  Mrs.  Lydia    (Tower)*  Phillips  died   22  March,    1928.  at  Appleton,  Wis. 

Ill  Mrs.   Catherine   (Tower)7   Hurlbut  died   2   May,    1925,   at  S.  Sudbury,   Mass. 

22  5  New  comb    Bates   Tower7    died    24   May,    1928,   at  Cohasset,    Mass. 

227  George   Parker  Tower  died   1   Sept.,   1929,  at  Cohasset,  Mass. 

2-U  Frank   Smith  Tower'   died,   date   unknown    (prior  to    1926). 

242  Mrs.   Eldora    (dickering)    Tower  died,    date   unknown    (prior   to    1926). 

2^2  Mrs.  Lydia  Maria   (Tower) -s  Whipple  died   16  Auq.,   1926,  at  Columbiaville, 

Mich. 

278  Ray  Jay  Towers  died   12  Nov.,   1927,  at  Greenville,   Mich. 

-120  Joseph   Whipple  Towers  died    18  May,    1929,   at  Momencc,   111. 

436  Edwin   Whitman  Towers   died    17   Dec,    1928,   at  Dallas,   Texas. 

-438  Ansel    Landis    Ford!»   died    25   Apr.,    1927,    at   Fayette,   Ohio 

440  Mrs.  Amy  Eleanor  (Tyler)9  Van  De  Warker,  died   1    Jan.,   1928,  at  Lansing, 
Mich. 

91  Burt  Adams  Tower1"  died  24  July,   1927,  at  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

Since    my    last    report    sixteen    new    members    have    joined    the    Society. 

Respectfully   submitted, 


^^^£t££yZ^  ^t^yp^^nZZ^    1^7-e^i 


Corresponding  Secretary, 
Tower    Genealogical     Society. 
Approved  Aug.  29,   1930. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

TWELFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

INCORPORATED 

of   Massachusetts,    assembled    in    Wilder   Memorial    Hall 
South    Hingham,    Massachusetts,    Friday,    August    29,    1930 


NOTICE. 

A  notice  containing  the  order  of  business  for  this,  annual  meeting  together 
with  the  program  of  the  eleventh  Reunion  of  the  Descendants  of  John  Tower1, 
was  duly  mailed  to  each  member  of  the  Society  and  to  our  general  mailing  list, 
thirty  days  prior  to  the  date  of  this  meeting  by  order  of  the  President,  James 
Wallace  Tower. 

Signed 


^^Z/<^Z£^^  t^Z^pcsT?*^ 


Recording  Secretary. 


OFFICIAL  MINUTES 


Businfss   Meeting: 

The  President,  James  Wallace  Tower,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  3:1*) 
P.M.    (E.D.T.) 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  singing  America  and  this  was  followed  by  a  prayer 
by   Rev.   William   G.   Sewall. 

A  short  welcoming  address  was  given  by  the  President,  James  Wallace  Tower. 
He  spoke  in  part,  as  follows: 

"It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  look  around  and  see  so  many 
familiar  faces  and  I  extend  to  you  all  a  most  hearty  greeting. 
"A  number  of  our  members  have  passed  on  since  we  met  four 
years  ago  so  we  must  redouble  our  efforts  to  secure  new 
members  in  order  that  the  ranks  may  be  kept  filled. 
"As  the  business  meeting  must  be  gone  through  with  and  know- 
ing that  you  are  anxious  to  visit  and  renew  acquaintances,  I  will 
not  take  up  time  with  extended  remarks." 
Roil  Call: 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  omitted  as  the  Secretary  noted  more  than  twenty 
members  present.  (See  official  registration  list  showing  thirty  members  registered.) 
Reading  Minutes : 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  held  at 
the  Parish  House  of  the  Old  Ship  Church,  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  Friday, 
June  25th,  1926,  in  the  afternoon,  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary,  Walter 
Lamont  Tower.  As  no  errors  or  omissions  were  noted  by  members,  the  President 
declared  the  minutes  approved.  (These  minutes  will  appear  in  the  next  report 
of   your  Society.) 
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Moved:  By  Francis  Leon  Tower  and  seconded  by  Miss  Marguerite  S.  King, 
that  the  President  appoint  a  nominating  committee  to  bring  in  a  list  of  officers 
to  be  voted   upon   later  in  the  evening. 

So   voted   unanimously. 

The  President  appointed  Francis  Leon  Tower  and  Miss  Marguerite  S.  King 
to  be   rhat   committee. 

At  this  point  the  President  presented  the  Rev.  William  G.  Sewall  or  North 
Weymouth,   Mass.,   who   made  the   following  address. 

NOTE:    As      Rev.      Mr.      Sewall      spoke      without      notes 
his   address   is   not  available  for  these  records. 

The  Society  gave  a  rising  vote  o(  thanks  to  Mr.  Sewall  for  his  most  ex- 
cellent address. 


REPORTS  OF  OFFICERS 

President's   Report: 

The  Society  has  made  a  gradual  advance  since  our  last  meeting,  both  in 
numbers  and  finances,  all  of  the  bills  have  been  paid  and  there  are  no  debts 
against  the  Society.  Evidence  of  this  will  be  found  by  reading  the  reports  of 
our   various  officers. 

1  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  report  a  greater  progress  made  in  financing 
the  new  genealogy  but  the  business  conditions  throughout  the  country  for  the 
past  few  years  are  responsible  for  this. 

In  closing,  J  wish  to  thank  all  of  our  officers  for  their  help  and  hearty 
cooperation;  without  this  we  could  not  have  carried  on. 

Recording  Secretary's  Report: 

The  Recording  Secretary's  report  was  contained  in  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  which  were  read  and  approved  at  the  opening  of  this  meeting. 

CoRRFSPONDING    SECRETARY'S    REPORT: 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  made  a  brief  report,  not  written,  in  which  he 
said  in  part,  "During  the  past  three  or  four  years  your  Corresponding  Secretary 
has  not  been  able  to  give  adequate  attention  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Society, 
much,  less  to  continue  the  genealogical  labor  that  this  office  entails.  It  has  been 
th  hope  and  ambition  of  your  Secretary  and  Historian  that  during  the  period  of 
his  tenure  of  office  a  second  volume  of  the  Tower  Genealogy  might  be  compiled 
and    possibly  printed. 

As  I  have  frequently  told  you  much  of  the  data  necessary  for  this  new 
volume  is  at  hand,  and  before  much  more  can  be  economically  collected  a  com- 
pilation of  what  is  now  in  my  files  should  be  started,  in  order  that  a  skeleton 
of    the   work   can    be   placed   before   the   new   Secretary. 

I  want  ot  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  all  and  the  hundreds  of  others 
who  have  helped  me  to  do  this  great  work.  In  the  past  years  I  have  considered 
it  a  pleasure  to  do  this  work  and  if  my  health  would  permit  I  would  certainly 
wish  to  continue.  The  spirit  is  strong  but  the  flesh  is  weak,  therefore,  I  hope 
you  will  consider  my  twenty  years  of  service  as  your  Corresponding  Secretary 
sufficient. 

The  many  friends  I  have  made  among  the  descendants  of  John  Tower  during 
those  twenty  happy  years   is  my  reward.     I   thank  you." 

No  formal    note  of   acceptance   of   this    report   was   made. 

A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and 
hope  was   expressed    by   many  that   he  continue   in    the  work. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 
AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


Because  of  the  absence  of  Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  our  Treasurer,  the  President 
asked  that  the  reading  of  the  Treasurer's  Report  and  Report  of  the  Auditor 
be   waived. 

Moved:  By  Sarah  (Heald)  Tower  and  seconded  by  Florence  Estelle  Tower 
that  the  reading  of  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  be  waived  and  that 
the  same  be  printed  in  the  next  annual   reports. 

So   voted   unanimously. 

MOVED:  By  John  Ibrook  Tower  and  seconded  by  Francis  Leon  Tower  that 
Walter  Lamont  Tower  act  as  Treasurer  pro  tern  during  this  meeting  in  order 
that  those  wishing  to  pay  dues  or  to  become  new   members   may   do  so. 

So  voted   unanimously. 

Report  of  Committees: 

No  formal  report  of  the  Reunion  Committee  was  presented  but  as  the 
President  remarked  the  enjoyable  reunion  now  in  progress  was  a  sufficient  report 
from    that    committee    that    their    work    had    been    ably    performed. 

See   Report   of   Chairman   on   Page  — 

Unfinished  Business: 

Secretary's  reports  —  none. 

Election  of  Officers: 

The  nominating  committee,  by  Francis  Leon  Tower,  Chairman,  presented 
a  list  of  nominations  for  officers  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  for  the  year 
1929  and  1930.  From  this  list  of  nominations  the  following  officers  were  duly 
elected  by  ballot: 

For  President JAMES  WALLACE  TOWER 

200  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City 
For  Vice-President JOHN  HENRY  TOWER 

608  Bridge  St.,  No.  Weymouth,  Mass. 
For  Recording  Secretary WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER 

131  North  St.,  Dalton,  Mass. 
For  Asst.  Recording  Secretary MRS.   HELEN   (CARTER)    TOWER 

233    Main    St.,    So.    Hingham,    Mass. 

For  Corresponding  Secretary WALTER  LAMONT  TOWER 

131   North  St.,  Dalton,  Mass. 

For  Treasurer GILBERT  JUDSON  TOWER 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 
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FOR  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

MISS  FLORENCE   ESTEEEE  TOWER 

49  Seminary  Avenue,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

FRANK  WARREN  TOWER 

1 1    Myrtle  Street,    Springfield,   Mass. 

MRS.   SARAH    (HEAED)    TOWER 

Post  Office  Box  735,  Hingham  Center,  Mass. 

JOHN    I  BROOK   TOWER 

233  Main   Street,   South   Hingham,   Mass. 

Appointments: 

Our  President,  after  thanking  the  members  for  this  re-election,  made  the 
following   appointments: 

For   the   Finance  Committee: 

1.  Frank   Warren  Tower,    11    Myrtle  St.,    Sprinufield,   Mass. 

2.  Martin   Eugene  Smith,   395   Bridge  St.,  Northampton,  Mass. 

3.  James    Wallace   Tower,    2UU    Fifth    Avenue,    New    York    City 

For  Auditor — 

Herbert    Lorenzo    Tower,    72    Sorrento    St.,    Springfield,    Mass. 
These    appointments    were    unanimously    approved    by    the    members    present. 

Nfw  Business: 

At  this  time  John  Ibrook  Tower  gave  a  clear  and  concise  statement  of 
conditions  at  the  South  Hingham  Cemetery  as  they  related  to  the  monument 
erected  to  the  memory  of  John  Tower1.  He  suggested  that  some  action  be  taken 
by  the  Society  to  remedy  conditions. 

The  President  suggested  that  the  care  of  the  John  Tower  monument  was 
a  proper  function  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  muter  would  be  given 
consideration  at  a  meeting  of  that  Committee  which  would  follow  our  regular 
meeting. 

There  being  no  other  business  presented  the  President  declared  the  meeting 
adjourned    sine   die   at   -i:20    P.M.    (E.D.T.) 


Attest. 


^^k/<z££:^  tZ^Lw^Z£~  t^ 


Recording  Secretary 
APPROVED 
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MEETING  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

OF  THE 

TOWER  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY 

HELD  AT 

Wildfr  Memorial  Hall 

South   Hingham,   Mass. 
Friday,  August  29th,    1930. 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Hoard  of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  was 
called  hy  the  President,  notice  of  which  was  waived  hy  a  quorum  of  the  new 
board  who  were  present.  This  meeting  followed  directly  after  the  close  of  the 
Twelfth   Annual   Meeting. 


^^y/^z£&^^  t^uw^t^  Ls£? 


Recording    Secretary. 
The   meeting   was   called    ot   order   at    ■\\2~l    P.M.    (h.D.T.)    hy   the    President, 
James   Wallace  Tower. 

These  members  were  present,  James  Wallace  Tower,  John  Henry  Tower, 
Walter  Larnont  Tower,  Helen  (Carter)  Tower,  Florence  F.stelle  Tower,  and 
Sarah    (Heald)    Tower,    being    a    quorum. 

These  members  were  absent:  Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  Frank  Warren  Tower, 
and  John   Ibrook  Tower. 

Moved:  By  Walter  Larnont  Tower  and  seconded  by  Florence  Estelle  Tower 
that  a  committee  consisting  of  John  Henry  Tower,  Sarah  (Heald)  Tower  and 
John  Ibrook  Tower  be  empowered  to  investigate  the  condition  of,  and  cost  for 
repairs  to  the  John  Tower  Monument  in  South  Hingham  Cemetery  and  report 
same  to  the  President  for  further  action. 
So  voted. 

In  absence  of  other  business  a  motion  to  adjourn  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
President  prevailed  at  4:40  P.M.    (E.D.T.) 

Notf:    Through     oversight     of     your    Secretary     the     Executive 
Board  failed  to  approve  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Board  held  at  Parish  House,   Hingham, 
Massachusetts,  Friday,  June  2  5th,    1926. 
Attest. 


^j^z£&a^  C^zzw^^7  i^>^ 


Recording    Secretary. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 

Dalton,  Mass.,  December  31,    1930 
Mr.    President   and    Fellow   Members: 

At  the  last  reunion  of  the  Society,  I  think  I  made  it  plain  that  I  was  not 
able  to  continue  work  on  the  genealogical  data  of  the  Towers.  I  very  reluctantly 
accepted  the  office  of  Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretary  of  your  Society 
for  another  indefinite  period.  I  am  not  able  to  do  the  work  required  of  these 
two  offices  and  at  your  next  regular  meeting  for  election  of  officers,  1  shall 
insist  that  my  name  shall  not  be  presented  for  either  of  the  offices  1  now  hold 
in   your  Society. 

For  reasons  stated,  no  genealogical  work  has  been  done  by  me  during  the 
past  year.  1  have  taken  care  of  the  most  important  correspondence  but  there 
are  many  letters  that  indicate  possibilities  of  extension  of  our  genealogical  knowl- 
edge which   have   received   only  a  profunctory   reply. 
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Since   my    last   report,    the  Tower   Descendants    have    held    a    reunion    ami 
twelfth   meeting   of  the  Society.    These   events  occurred   on   August    29,    19 SO.   . 
reports  of  the  same  have  heen  submitted. 

I    regret   to   report   the  following   deaths   among   members: 
MEMBER 
NO. 

1  Francis  Earle  Tower8  died    18  Aug.,   1920,  at  Chicago,   Illinois 

61  Horatio  Nelson  Tower7   died   23   Dec.,    1929,   at   Hast   Peppcrell,   Mass. 

114  George   Franklin    Ford1'    died    9    Nov.,'    192H,    at    Blissrield,    Mich. 

115  Captain   Ralph    Edward   Dady1"   died    1    Aug.,    1928,   at   New   Orleans,    Fa 
153  George  Riley  Tower"1  died   7  Nov.,    1923,  at  Saxon's  River,   Vt. 

233      Rev.  Charles  Miller  Tower7  died  9  Sept.,    1913,  at  Oneida,   N.  Y. 
251      Mrs.  Annie   Eliza    (Tower)7   Swan   died    3    Feb.,    1922,   at   Dorchester,   M 
406     Harriet  Olive   (Tower)1'   Ballou  died  6  Aug.,    1929,  at  So.   Pasadena,  Cat 
•107      Flerhert  Stephen  Tower'*'  died   22   Jan.,    1929,   at    Beloit,    Wis. 

Since  my   last   report,   seven   new   members   have  joined   the  Society. 


the 

md 


Respectfully    submitted, 


'C^y^^rz^^- 


Approvf.d. 


Corrsponding    Secretary, 
Tower  Genealogical    Society. 


ELEVENTH  REUNION  OF  THE  TOWER  FAMILY 

at   South   Hingham,   Mass.   and   the     'Old    Homestead" 
August   29th,    1930 


HF    Tower   Reunion    of    1930    was    a   great   success    and    we   saw    many 
members   who   had   not   been   with   us   for  several   years. 


T 

■  ■;.»  It   was   \   pleasure  to  have   them  come  and   to  know  they  still   had 

J^         an    interest    in    the   society. 

Several   came   from   Michigan,   others   from  New  York  and   New  Jersey, 
and   many   from   the  western   part   of   Massachusetts. 

Fifty-eight  sat  down  to  dinner  in  Wilder  Memorial  Hall,  which  was  served 
by  the  Lend-a-Hand  Society  of  Hingham,  and  everybody  was  in  good  spirits,  and 
seemed  to  have  a  good  time.  Following  the  dinner,  a  group  picture  was  taken  on 
the  lawn. 

The  business  meeting  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  America,  Mrs.  Burn- 
ham  at  the  piano.  Following  the  transaction  of  business,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sewell  of 
North  Weymouth  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  ending  with  some  good  stories  and 
this  was  followed  with   remarks   by  Mr.  John   H.   Tower  and   Mr.   John   I.   Tower. 

We  lingered  late  into  the  afternoon,  renewing  old  acquaintances  and  making 
new  ones. 

Later  nearly  one  hundred  registered  at  the  Old  Homestead  and  enjoyed 
looking  it  over. 

Many  went  to  visit  the  grave  of  our  ancestor  John  Tower  where  the  Society 
had  placed  a  wreath.  A  bouquet  had  also  been  placed  on  the  grave  of  our  late- 
President  George  W.  Tower. 

SARAH    (HFALD)    TOWFR  Memb.  No.  7 

Chairman  of  Reunion  Committee. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Shelburne  Falls,   Mass.,   December   31,    1926. 


Mr.   President  and    Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs   leave   to  submit  die  following   report,   which   covers   the 
period   from   January    1st,    1926,   to   December    31st,    1926. 


Receipts   for   period    (including  balance  of  $219.04 

from    General    Account    of    1925) 
Disbursements  for  same  period  .... 

Leaving    a    total    balance   in    General    Account    of 
The  receipts   for  the  period   were  made  up   a\   follou 

1922  dues 

1923  dues 

1924  dues 

1925  dues 

1926  dues 

1927  dues 

1928  dues 

1929  dues 

Applicaitons   of    new   members 

Reunion    dinner    tickets 

George   W.    Tower    Estate — pledges    2d    volume    genealogy    and 

reunion     expenses       .......    116.00 

Interest  on   savings   bank   General    Account   No.    665  .  .        4.97 


51.00 

3.00 

3.00 

7.00 

1  14.00 

•LOO 

2.00 

1.00 

$135.00 

6.00 

66.01) 

$547.01 
512.40 

$34.61 


Total    Receipts 


$327.97 


Disbursements  for  General  Society  Account,  Items  as  Follows:   (covering 
vouchers,   all   of  which   are   in   the  hands   of  your  Treasurer). 


1926 
Ian.      5- 
Jan.   25- 
Mar.  30- 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
Tune    8 
June    8 


G.   J.   Tower,   stamped   envelopes   and   express 
-H.  L.  Waste,   500  circular  letters  and   receipt  books 
-James   McKinnon,    2    electros   and    2    half   tone   cuts 
-Flowers    for    Daniel    Nichols    Tower 
-F.   A.   Bassette  Co.,    500   annual    reports   for   1922-5 


-Walter  L.  Tower 
-Walter  L 
-Walter  L 
-Walter  L 
-Walter  L 


Tower, 
Tower, 


tune  8- 
June  8- 
June  25- 

Iune25- 
July  3- 
Au<>.  11- 
Oct.   11- 


500   special    request   envelopes    . 
Tower,  Reunion    notices    1924 
Tower,  Express  on  account  1924  reunion 
Incidental    postage    3    years 
Express  on    1926  reports    . 
Walter  L.  Tower,   750  reply  post  cards  for  1926  re- 
union   account  ..... 

Walter   L.  Tower,   750   reply   post  cards 
Walter  L.  Tower,   Postage  on   300   reports 
First    Parish     Lend-a-Hand    Society     for    dinner    at 
reunion  ...... 

Estate    of    George    W.    Tower    to    cancel    note 
Rev.    Carl    Schultz,    address    at    1926    reunion 
-W.  L.  Stephenson,  engraving  5  certificates 
Transfer  to  Second  Volume  Account 


i     7.67 

8.85 

9.30 

10.85 

1~M.30 

11.53 

8.03 

1.14 

2.79 

.94 

15.00 
7.75 
9.00 

66.00 

116.00 

10.00 

3.25 

50.00 


Total 


S512.40 


24  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  AM)   REUNION    REPORTS 

ACCOUNT   OF   SECOND   VOfUME    OF   TOWER  GENEALOGY 

Receipts 

Balance  from  1925 .  S  77.03 

October    11 — Transfer    from    General    Account  .        .  50.00 

Interest  on  savings  bank  account  No.  682-1      ....  3.-19 

Total  SI  30.52 

Disbursements — none  .......  0.00 

Balance  on  hand,  Second  Volume  Account        ....  $130.52 

balance  on  hand,  General  Account 54. 61 


Grand   Total $165.1 

There  are  no  unpaid  bills  outstanding. 

The   books   of   your  Treasurer   have   been    audited    and    certificate   follows. 
Respectfully   .submitted, 


Treasurer. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield.  Mass.,  January   25,    1927. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1926  and  the  same  are  found  correct.  The 
amount  on   hand  for  the  year  ended  December  31st  is  as  follows: 

Shelburne    Falls    National    Bank $    10.27 

Shelburne  Falls   Savings   Bank,  Society  Account   Book,  £665  2-1 .3-1 


Total   General  Account  $   34.61 

Shelburne     Falls     Savings     Bank,     Second     Volume    Account 

Book  £682-1        .         .         .         .         .         .         .  130.52 

Grand    total SI 65. 13 


^^J^/^r    (^HI^^^ZA 


Auditor. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Shelburne    Falls,    Mass.,    December    31,    1927. 
Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs   leave  to   submit  the  following   report,   which  covers   the 
period  from  January  1st,   1927,  to  December  31st,   1927. 
Receipts  for  period   (including  balance  of  S3-1.61   from  Gen- 
eral    Account    of     1926)          ....  SI  SO. 51 
Disbursements   for   the  same   period S3. 03 

Leaving  a  total   balance  in   General   Account   of  .  S   97.48 
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The   receipts   for  the  period    were  made   up  us   follows: 

1923  dues S      1.00 

1921  dues 1.00 

1925  dues 4.00 

1926  dues 8.00 

1927  dues  .         .         .         .• 107.00 

1928  dues  .        .        .        .    • 1.00 

1929  dues 1.00 

1930  dues 1.00 

1931  dues 1.00       SI  25.00 

Applications    for    new    members 18.00 

Mar   18 — Sale   3   annual    reports .90 

Mar.    18 — From    W.    L.    Tower,    postage       ....  .07 

Dec.     9 — N.    W.    Morrison    for    3    copies    of    reports        .  .8  5 

Interest    on    savings    bank    General    Account,    £665               .  1.08 


Total    Receipts Si  15.90 


Disbursements    for    General    Society    Account,    items    as    follows: 

(Covering  vouchers,    all    of    which   are   in    the   hands   of   your  Treasurer) 

1927 

Jan.    11 — Walter    L.    Tower,    report    ledger    sheets                         .  S    1.40 

Jan.    18 — G.  J.  Tower,   500  stamped   envelopes      ....  11.53 

Jan.    18 — G.  J.  Tower,  receipt  book  ,\nd  express    .           .           .  11.75 

Mar.  17 — Transfer  to  Second  Volume  Account      ....  50.00 

Apr.    12 — William  G.  Stephenson,  engraving   10  certificates        .  6.50 

Apr.   23 — -Tower  Bros.  Stationery  Co 1.85 


Totai S   83.03 


ACCOUNT   OF    SECOND   VOLUME    OF   TOWER    GENEALOGY 

Receipts 

Jan.      1 — Balance  from   1926 .  SI  30.52 

Mar.  17 — Transfer   to   Second   Volume   Account     ....  50.00 

Oct.      1 — Interest  on   Savings   Bank   Account,   £682-1    .        .        .  7.05 


Total $187.57 

Disbursements — none             .......  0.00 

Balance  on  hand,  Second  Volume  Account $187.57 

Balance   on    hand,    General    Account 97.-18 


Grand   Total S285.05 


There  are  no   unpaid   bills   outstanding. 


The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certificate  follows. 
Respectfully   submitted. 

Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,   Mass.,   January    14,    1928. 

This  certifies  that   I   have  verified   the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1927  and  the  same  are  found  correct.  The  amount 
on   hand   for   the   year   ended   Decemher    3 1st   is   as   follows: 
Shelburne  Falls   National    Bank,   Society   Account  S   72.06 

Shelburne    Falls    Savings    Bank,    Society    Account,    Book    2665  25.-12 

Total  General  Account  .        .        .       $  97.18 

Shelburne    Falls    Savings    Bank,    Second     Volume    Account. 

Book    26824 187.57 


Grand    Total $285.05 


^^m/^  A^HU^-r-  *2? 


Auditor. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Shelburne   Falls,   Mass.,   December   31,    1928. 

Mr.   President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs   leave  to  submit   the  following  report,   which  covers  the 
period   from  January   1st,    1928,   to  December   31st,    1928. 
Receipts    for    the    period    (including    balance    of    $97.-48    from    General 

Account    of    1927) $209.44 

Disbursements   for   the   same   period 31.90 


Leaving  a  total  balance  in  General  Account  of  .        .  $177.54 

The  receipts   for  the  period   were   made   up   as   follows: 

1927  dues $   5.00 

1928  dues 96.00 

1929  dues 3.00      $104.00 


Applications  of  new  members  4.00 

Interest  on  Savings  Bank  General  Account  2665  .        .  3.96 


Total   Receipts .        .       .        .      $111.96 

Disbursements   from   General   Society  Account,   items  as  follows: 

(covering  vouchers,   all  of   which  are  in   the  hands  of   your  Treasurer) 
1928 
Jan.     3 — G.    J.    Tower,    stamped    envelopes 

Jan.     6 — H.  L.  Waste,  receipt  books 

Jan.     6 — H.  L.  Waste,  500  inquiry  blanks    .... 
Jan.     8 — H.   L.  Waste,    500  manila  envelopes     . 
Jan.      7 — Cleaning    and    adjusting    Treasurer's    stamp 

Sept.  10 — Typing    membership    cards 

Dec.   17 — Wm.  G.  Stephenson,  engraving  3  certificates 
Dec.  21 — M.  J.  Woodward,  P.M.,  stamped  envelopes 
Dec.  28 — H.   L.   Waste,    receipt  book  forms 
Dec.  28 — H.  L.  Waste,  printing  400  questionnaires    . 
Dec.   28 — G.  J.  Tower,  express  on  reports     .... 


$  4.40 

4.10 

4.90 

2.00 

.50 

.50 

1.95 

4.95 

3.85 

4.00 

.75 

Total $  31.90 
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ACCOUNT   OF    SECOND    VOLUME    OF   TOWER    GENEALOGY 

Receipts 

Balance    from    1927           .                 ...                 ...  $187.57 

Oct.   1 — Interest  on  Savings  Bank  Account  $6824      .         .         .  8.51 

Total            $196.08 

Disbursements — none             .......  0.00 

Balance  on  hand,  Second  Volume  Account          ....  $196.08 

Balance    on     hand.     General     Account 1 77.5  * 


Grand   Total $373.62 

There  are   no   unpaid   bills   outstanding. 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certificate  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Treasurer. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,   Mass.,  January    15,    1929. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  verified   the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical    Society    for    the    year    1928    and    the    same    are    found    correct.    The 
amount  on   hand   for  the  year  ended   December   31st   is   as   follows: 
Shelburne  Falls  National   Bank,   Society   Account  S   -18.16 

Shelburne  Falls  Savings   Bank,   Society   Account   $665       .        .  129.38 


Total    Grand    Account $177.54 

Shelburne    Falls    Savings     Bank,    Second     Volume    Account, 

Book    $6824 196.08 


Grand   Total $373.62 


^?\l£<i/&ufi  (A/rtu^ytr  Zc 


Auditor. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.,   December  31.    1929. 

Mr.   President  and  Fellow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs   leave  to  submit   the  following  report,   which   covers   the 
period    from   January    1st,    1929,    to   December    31st,    1929. 
Receipts    for    the    period    (including    balance    of    SI 77.54    from    General 

Account    of    1928)  .        . $313-12 

Disbursements    for    same    period        .......  20.27 


Leaving  a  total  balance  in  General   Account  of $292.85 
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The  receipts  for  the  period  were  made  up  as  follows: 

1925  dues S    1.00 

1926  dues 3.00 

1927  dues 7.00 

1928  dues [7.00 

1929  dues 95.00 

1930  dues 2.00       SI  25.00 

Applications  of  new  members 2.00 

Interest  on  Sayings  Bank  General  Account  $665    .        .        .  8.58 

Total  Recieets $135.58 

Disbursements  for  General  Society  Account,  items  as  follows: 

(covering   vouchers,    all    of   which    are    in    the    hands    of  your   Treasurer) 
1929 

Jan.     7 — H.  L.  Waste,  printing  letters S   3.15 

Dec.    9 — H.  L.  Waste,   17  5  receipt  blanks  and  book  form        .  3.85 

Dec.    9— H.  L. Waste,  300   half   letter  sheets      ....  2.98 

Dec.    9 — H.  L.  WastevlOO  letters  members'  dues       .         .         .  5.10 

Dec.    9 — H.  L.  Waste,  cleaning  stamp  and  new  pad          .        .  .85 

Dec.  16 — M.  J.  Woodward,  P.M.,  stamped  envelopes      .        .  -1.34 

Total  $   20.27 

ACCOUNT   OF   SECOND    VOLUME    OF   TOWER    GENEALOGY 

RECEIPTS 

Balance    from    1928 Si 96.08 

Oct.    1 — Interest  on   Savings   Bank  Account  J6824      .        .        .  8.91 

Total $204.99 

Disbursements — none 0.00 

Balance   on    hand.    Second    Volume   Account        ....      $204.99 
Balance    on    hand,    General    Account 292.85 

Grand    Total $197.8) 

There  are   no   unpaid   bills  outstanding. 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certificate  follows. 
Respectfully  submitted, 


Treasurer. 

AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,    Mass.,    January    11,    1930. 

This  certifies  that  1   have  verified   the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical    Society    for    the    year    1929    and    the    same    are    found    correct.    The 
amount  on  hand  for  the  year  ended  December   31st  is  as  follows: 
Shelburne  Falls  National  Bank,  Society  Account      ....      $   33.89 
Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Bank,  Society  Account,  Book  £665  258.96 

Total  General   Account $292. 8*> 

Shelburne    Falls    Savings     Bank,    Second    Volume    Account, 

Book    $6824 204.99 

Grand   Total $-497.84 

Auditor. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass.,  December  3 1st,  1930. 
Mr.  President  and  Ffllow  Members: 

Your  Treasurer  begs   leave  to  submit   the  following   report,   which  covers   the 
period  from  January  1st,   1930  to  December  31st,   1930. 
Receipts    for    the    period    (including    balance    of    5292. 85    from    General 

Account  of   1929) $415.40 

Disbursements    for    same    period  60.76 

Leaving   a    total    balance    in    General    Account    of     .        .        .        .      $354.64 
The  receipts  for  the  period  were  made  up  as  follows: 

1929  dues S   6.00 

1930  dues .        90.00 

1931  dues 3.00 

1932  dues 2.00 

1933  dues 2.00 

1931    dues       .         . 2.00       $105.00 

Applications   of   new   members 4.00 

Interest  on  Savings  Bank  General  Account  5665    .        .        .  13.55 

Total  Receipts 5122.55 

Disbursements   for  General   Society  Account,   items   as  follows: 

(covering   vouchers,  .all    of   which   are   in   the   hands   of   your   Treasurer) 

1930 

June  27 — H.    L.    "Waste,    printing   Reunion    post    cards  S    13.20 

Aug.     13 — H.  L.  Waste,  furnishing  and  printing  1,000  reply 

postal  cards  for  1930  Reunion  account  .  30.00 

Sept.  25 — H.  F.  Cross,  flowers  for  John  Tower  Monument 
and  grave  of  George  W.  Tower,  1930 
Reunion   Account 6.00 

Sept.  23 — J.  W.  Tower,  balance  of  guarantee  for  dinner  tick- 
ets,   1930    Reunion 7.00 

Dec.   2  3 — M.    C.    Woodward,    stamped    envelopes    for    notices  4.56 

Totai '        .        .        .       $  60.76 

ACCOUNT   OF    SECOND    VOLUME    OF   TOWER    GENEALOGY 

Receipts 

Oct.    1st— Balance  from    1929 $201.99 

Interest    on    Savings    Bank   Account    £6824 9.29 

Total  $2 14.28 

Disbursements— none 

Balance  on   hand.  Second  Volume  Account $214.28 

Balance    on    hand.    General    Account 354.64 

Grand    Total $568.92 

There  are   no   unpaid   bills  outstanding. 

The  books  of  your  Treasurer  have  been  audited  and  the  certificate  follows. 
Respectfully   submitted, 

Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

Springfield,  Mass.,  January  24,   1931. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tower 
Genealogical  Society  for  the  year  1930  and  the  same  are  found  correct.  The 
amount   on    hand    for   the   year   ending   December    31st,    is   as    follows: 

Shelburne  Falls  National  Bank,  Society  Account S      2.13 

Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Bank,  Society  Account,  Book  $665       ....        352.51 
Shelburne  Falls  Savings  Bank,  Second  Volume  Account,  Book  £682-1      .        .        21-1.28 


Total $568.92 

Auditor. 


REUNION  REGISTRATION  LIST 

H1NGHAM,   MASSACHUSETTS 
June  25,   1926 

TOWER  LIST 


Alice  L.  Tower,  East  Weymouth,  Mass. 

Miss   Beatrice  Tower,    18    Myrtle   Avenue,    Auburndale,    Mass. 

Miss    Bessie    Patterson    Tower,    18    Myrtle    Avenue,    Auburndale,    Mass. 

Charles  Jed  Tower,    17   Felton   Street,    Hudson.   Mass. 

Charles  Wesley  Tower,   P.    O.    Box   78,   Worthington,   Mass. 

Miss   Charlotte  Sophronia   Tower,    Cohasset,    Mass. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Abbott  Tower,  24  Follen  Street,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Miss  Florence  Fstelle  Tower,  49  Seminary  Avenue,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

Mrs.   George  Arthur  Tower,   98   Main   Street,   Hingham   Center,   Mass. 

Mrs.  Georgie  Etta  (Bachelder)   Tower,  458  Bridge  Street,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 

(Mrs.   John   Henry  Tower). 
Gilbert  Judson  Tower,  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 

James  Wallace  Tower,   200  Fifth  Avenue,  Room   1303,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Jane  T.  Tower,   Hingham,  Mass. 

Mrs.   Jennie    (Mclntire)    Tower,   87   Decatur   Street,    Brooklyn,    N.  Y. 
John   Henry  Tower,   458   Bridge   Street,   North   Weymouth,   Mass. 
John   Ibrook  Tower,  2  33  Main  Street,  South  Hingham,  Mass. 
John  Noyes  Tower,   17  Felton  Street,  Hudson,  Mass. 
Mrs.  John  Noyes  Tower,    17    Felton   Street,    Hudson,   Mass. 
Miss  Mary  Warren  Tower,  17  Felton  Street,  Hudson,  Mass. 
Ray   Jay   Tower,    104   South    Franklin    Street,    Greenville,    Mich. 
Mrs.   Ray  Jay  Tower,    104   South   Franklin  Street,   Greenville,   Mich. 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Heald)   Tower,  791  East  Fourth  Street,  South  Boston,  Mass. 
Walter    Lament    Tower,    131    North    Street,    Dal  ton,    Mass. 
Mrs.  William  A.  Tower,   Hingham,   Mass. 
Virginia  H.   Tower,   Hingham,   Mass. 
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NON-TOWER  LIST 


Mrs.   Fannie  Geraldine  Articary,    13   Joy  Street,   Somerviile,   Mass. 

John   Stanley  Articary,    13   Joy  Street,   Somerviile,  Mass. 

Miss  Florence  Nightingale   Bates,   Cohasset,  Mass. 

C.    Will    Bailey    ("Boston   Globe"),   66  Myrtle   Street,   East   Weymouth,   Mass. 

Miss  Jean    Burnham,   Rockland,   Mass. 

Mrs.  Jeannette  Tower  (Clark)   Burnham,  Rockland,  Mass. 

Mrs.    Rose    Burpee,    South    Boston,   Mass. 

Miss   Lois    Burpee,   South    Boston,   Mass. 

Charles  Munroe  Clark,    306   Liberty  Street,   Rockland,   Mass. 

Mrs.    Elizabeth    Maria    (Tower)    Chirk,    306    Liberty    Street,    Rockland,    Mass. 

Mrs.    Louise   Augusta    (Tower)    Clarridge,    186    School    Street,    Somerviile,    Mass 

Walter   H.  Cobb   ("Boston   Herald"),   99   River  Road,   Quincy,   Mass. 

Dorothy   P.    Coolidge,    Petersham,    Mass. 

Beulah    N.    Corey,    Southbridge,    Mass. 

Isabel    Corey,   Southbridge,   Mass. 

Mrs.   Charlotte  S.   Crosby,   Hingham,   Mass. 

Mrs.  Alice  Catherine   (Tower)    Cross,  2  Thompson  Street,  Hingham  Center,  Mass, 

Mrs.   Alfred   Cushing,   Hingham  Center,   Mass. 

Mrs.  Nevene    (Tower)    deSpelder,    3-158  Spingle  Avenue,   Detroit,   Mich. 

Mrs.    Ellen    Viola    (Ford)     Ely,    1311    Oak    Street,    Toledo,    Ohio. 

Dr.  Joseph  D.   Ely,    1311    Oak  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Mrs.   Nellie  Evelyn    Fobes,   49   Rose   Glen   Street,   Sroughton,   Mass. 

Mrs.   Inez  Rebekah  Folsom,  27  Rose  Glen  Street,  Stoughton,  Mass. 

Miss  Addie  Vetera   Ford,   Fayette,   Ohio. 

John   L.   Ford,   Metamora,   Ohio. 

Mrs.    Savilla    (Warner)    Ford,   Metamora,    Ohio. 

Miss   Katie   Gertrude  Gardner,    South   Hingham,   Mass. 

Charles   William   Gates,   Petersham,   Mass. 

Miss    Edith    Maria    Gates,    West    Boylston,    Mass. 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Gates,  Petersham,  Mass. 

Mrs.   Ruth   Tower    (Clarridge)    Hammond,   Somerviile,   Mass. 

Mrs.  John  W.  Harlow,  Petersham,  Mass. 

Miss  Ruth  Hathaway,   70  White  Street,   Waverly,  Mass. 

Mrs.    Ella   Marion    (Tower)    King,    70   White   Street,    Waverly,   Mass. 

Miss  Marguerite  Stone   King,   70   White   Street,    Waverly,   Mass. 

Mrs.   Belle   Eastman   Knowlton,   9    Homefield    Avenue,    Providence,    R.    I. 

Percy  Remmington  Leete,  South  Hingham,  Mass. 

Mrs.    Susea   Bates    (Tower)    Leete,   South   Hingham,   Mass. 

William   Tower   Leete,   South   Hingham,    Mass. 

Elmer   E.    Leonard,   East   Weymouth,   Mass. 

Mrs.    Hazel    Fraser    (Clark)    Leonard,    1116    Commercial    Street,    East    Weymouth, 

Mass. 
Mrs.  Ella  Gertrude    (Tower)    Nichols,   Ripley   Road,   Cohasset,   Mass. 
Miss  Carrie  Richards  Nichols,  Greenville,  Mich. 

Rev.   Edmund   Quincy  Sewall    Osgood,    -l-i    High    Street,    Brattleboro,   Vt. 
James   E.    Pratt,   Nansansaket,    R.    I. 
Mrs.  Mary  (Woodward)    Pratt,  Nansansaket,  R.  I. 

(Winter  address,   Sarasota,   Fla.) 
Mrs.    Ada    Estelle    (Bolster)    Quennell,    63    Bradwood    Street,    Roslindale,    Mass. 
Alvin   William   Quennell,   63    Bradwood  Street,  Roslindale,  Mass. 
Mrs.    Isabelle   B.    Robbins,    Hudson,   Mass. 
Miss   Grace  Eliot   Winthrop   Sprague,    Hingham,   Mass. 
Mrs.    Hannah    (Plaisted)    Sprague,    Hingham,   Mass. 
Mrs.    Luella   Augusta    (Monroe)    Sullivan,    176   North   Warren   Avenue,    Brockton, 

Mass. 
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REUNION  REGISTRATION  LIST 

'"Old  Homestead" 

hingham,  Massachusetts 

August  29th,    1930 
TOWER  LIST 


Miss   Beatrice  Tower,  Auburndale,   Mass. 

Miss .  Bessie   Patterson    Tower,    Auburndale,    Mass. 

Charles  Jed  Tower,  .17   Felton   Street,   Hudson,   Mass. 

Charles  Sumner  Tower,    2  3    High   Street,    East    Weymouth,   Mass. 

Mrs.   Charles   S.   Tower,    23    High   Street,    Hast   Weymouth,   Mass. 

Miss    Charlotte   Sophroma    Tower,    P.    O.    Box     133,    Cohasset,   Mass. 

David    Horatio   Tower,    2  5    Overlook    Place,    Newburgh,    N.    Y. 

Mrs.  David   Horatio  Tower,  2  5  Overlook  Place,  Ncwburgh,  N.  Y. 

David   E.  Tower,   25   Overlook   Place,  Newburgh,   N.  Y. 

Mrs.   Ethel    (Wood)    Tower,    131    North  Street,   Dalton,  Mass. 

(Mrs.  Walter  Lamont  Tower) 
Mrs.  Elsie  A.  Tower,  Hudson,  Mass. 
Eunice  A.  Tower,   Charlton,  Mass. 

Miss    Florence    Estelle   Tower,    -19    Seminary    Avenue,    Auburndale,    Mass. 
Francis  Leon  Tower,   6()1    Pleasant  Street,  Ha  million  ton,   N.  J. 
Frank   Allen   Tower,    Hanover,   Mass. 
Mrs.  Frank  Allen  Tower,  Hanover,  Mass. 
Mrs.   Georgie  Etta  Tower,   608   Bridge  Street,  No.  Weymouth,   Mass. 

(Mrs.   John  Henry  Tower) 
Harry   Levi   Tower,    78   Newtonville   Avenue,   Newton,   Mass. 
Mrs.    Helen    (Carter)    Tower,    233   Main    Street,    South   Hingham,    Mass. 

(Mrs.  John    Ibrook   Tower) 
James  Wallace  Tower,   200   Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y.     . 
John   Henry  Tower,   608   Bridge  Street,  North  Weymouth,  Mass. 
John  Ibrook  Tower,  233  Main  Street,  South  Hingham,  Mass. 
Mrs.    Laura    Frances   Tower,    Hingham,    Mass. 
Louis    Malcolm   Tower,    28    North   Street,    Hingham,   Mass. 
Miss  Mildred   H.   Tower,   Hanover,  Mass. 
Miss    Mary    Warren    Tower,    Hudson,    Mass. 

Miss  Ruth   Nichols  Tower,   Main   Street,   South  Weymouth,   Mass. 
Mrs.    Sarah    (Heald)    Tower,    P.    O.    Box    735,    Hingham,    Mass. 
Walter  Crittenden  Tower,   Barryton,  Michigan. 
Mrs.   Walter   C   Tower,    Barryton,   Michigan. 
Walter    Lamont  Tower,    131    North   Street,   Dalton,   Mass. 

NON-TOWER  LIST 


Walter  Lovell  Bates,  South  Weymouth,   Mass. 

Miss  Annie  Tower  Bellows,  R.   F.   D.,  Manville,  R.   I. 

Miss    Carrie   Maria    Bellows,    R.    F.   D.,   Manville,    R.    I. 

Benn    Adelmer    Bryon,    M.D.,    125    Main    Street,    Norwalk,    Conn. 

Linda  Miner  Burnett,   37   Upton   Street,   Adams,    Mass. 

Miss  Jean   Burnham,   Rockland,   Mass. 

Miss   Jeannette   Burnham,    Rockland,    Mass. 

Armanella  Miner  Clark,    303   Grove  Street,   Bennington,  Vt. 

Carolyn    M.   Clark,    303    Grove   Street,    Bennington,   Vt. 

Mrs.    Elizabeth    Maria    (Tower)    Clark,    306    Liberty    Street,    Rockland,   Mass. 

Mrs.   Georgiana    (Tower)    Cushing,   Woodstock,  Vt. 

Mrs.   Ada  Eliza   (Tower)    Davidson,   21   Waverly  Avenue,  Newton,  Mass. 

Mrs.   Nellie  Evelyn   Fobes,   Stoughton,  Mass. 


ANNUAL  MKK'I  TN'CS  AND   REUNION    REPORTS 


33 


Mrs.   Inez   Rebekah   Folsom,   27   Rose  Glen   Streer,   Stoughton,   Mass. 

Walter   B.   Foster,   Hingharo,    Mass. 

Mrs.   Grace  E.   W.    (Sprague)    Foster,    Hingham,   Mass. 

(Mrs.    Walter   B.    Foster) 
Linda  May  French,   Holbrook,  Mass. 
Katie  Gertrude   Gardner,    Hingham,   Mass. 
Thomas    Henry    Gibson,    Stoughton,    Mass. 
Miss  Ruth  Hathaway,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mrs.   Ella   Marion   King,   82    Horace   Road,    Belmont,   Mass. 
Miss   Marguerite   Stone   King,   82    Horatio   Road,   Belmont,   Mass. 
James    H.    Leonard,    Pembroke,   Mass. 
Charles   J.   McGlew,    Stoughton,   Mass. 
M.  J.  Martin,  Norwalk,  Conn. 

Otis  Austin  Miner,    5   Gunn  Street,  Millers  Falls,  Mass. 
Edward   Nichols,    Ripley   Road,    Cohasset,   Mass. 
Mrs.    Ella    Gertrude    (Tower)    Nichols,    Ripley   Road,   Cohasset,    Mass. 

(Mrs.  Edward  Nichols) 
Catherine  N.   Platts,   Holbrook,   Mass. 
Mrs.    Harry   G.   Robbins,   Hudson,   Mass. 

Mrs.   Mary  Jane  Sibley,    101    University   Place,    Syracuse,    N.   Y. 
Mrs.    Martha    (Miner)    Stebbins,    5    Gunn    Street,    Millers    Falls,    Ma: 
Warren    Harvey    Stevens,    40    Purchase    Street,    Milford,    Mass. 
Mira    B.    Stevens,    40    Purchase    Street,    Milford,    Mass. 
Mrs.    Hannah   Sprague,    Hingham,   Mass. 
Mrs.  Dorothy   (Nichols)    Wadsworth,   Cohasset,  Mass. 

(Mrs.   Jerome   F.   Wadsworth) 
Mary   Carter    Williams,    North    Weymouth,    Mass. 


Chairmen  of  Data  Committees 
for  Address  Listing  and  Other  Data 

CALIFORNIA 
Wilbur  F.  TowEft,  Member  221,  2  54  Sinclair  Avenue,  Glendale 

COLORADO 
May  Tower  BiGELOW;  M.D.,  Member  423.    15  Pearl  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 

ILLINOIS 
George  H.  Greenfield,  Member  354,  602  3  Kenwood  Avenue,  Chicago 

MAINE 
Mrs.  Abbii  Towfr  Maxim,  Member  137,  P.  O.  Box  117,  Wayne 

MASSACHUSETTS 
(Eastern    Part) 
Mrs.  Hfi.en  Carter  Towfr,  Member  463,  2  33  Main  Street,  South  Hingham 

(Western  Part) 
William  J.  Ross,  Member  37,  77  Holbrook  Street,  Norht  Adams 

MICHIGAN 
Thomas  E.  Towfr,  Member  168,  2310  Atkinson  Street,  Detroit 

NEVADA 
May  Towfr  BiGELOW,  M.D.,  Member  42  3,   15  Pearl  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 

OHIO 
CHARLES  H.  TOWER,  Member  98,  2318  Murray  Hill,  Cleveland 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Prof.  Carl  V.  Towfr,  Member  8,  32  Sixth  Avenue,  Collegeville 

UTAH 
May  Towfr  BiGELOW,  M.D.,  Member  423,   15  Pearl  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 

WASHINGTON   (State) 
Mrs.  May  Pftut  Hay,  Member    12  I,  Sunset  Apartment  No.  6,  Longview 


annual  .Mi:i:ri\(is  and  kkuxiok  reports 

REUNIONS  OF  THE  TOWER  FAMILY 

Held  Under  the  Auspices 

of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society 

1— May  29-30-31,   1909,  at  Hingham,   Mass. 

2—  June  17-18-19,   1910,  at  Hingham,  Mass. 

3 — September  2,    1911,   at   Cohasset,  Mass. 

■i— June  7-8-9,   1912,  at  Detroit,  Michigan. 

5— Jdy  2-3,   191 4,  at  Hingham,  Mass. 

6— July  3,    1916,  at  Hingham,  Mass. 

7 — June   20-21,    1918,   at    Springfield,    Mass. 

8— July   30,    1921,   at   Hingham,   Mass. 

9— July   23-24,    1924,  at  Greenville,   Mich. 
10 — June  25,    1926,   at  Hingham,   Mass. 
11 — August   29,    1930,   at   Hingham,   Mass. 


ANOTHER  GOLDEN  WEDDING 

Gilbert  John  Ross  of  Readsboro,  Vermont,  and  Emma  Calista  To\vers  of 
Monroe,  Mass.,  were  married  at  Readsboro,  Vermont,  November  25,  1881, 
by   Asahel    Gore,   Justice   of   the   Pence. 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  was  on  November  25,  1931,  with  the  celebration 
taking  place  on  Thanksgiving  Day  the  26th  when  many  relatives  and  friends 
came  to  help  them  celebrate  and  partake  of  a  bounteous  Thanksgiving  and 
Anniversary  Dinner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  are  members  of  our  Society,  William  John  Ross1' 
member   37    and   Murry   Gilbert   Ross'-',    member    30. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  are  living  in  the  old  homestead  at  Readsboro  where 
Mr.   Ross  was   born    and    the   Golden    Wedding  celebration   was    held. 


NEW  OFFICERS 

Mr.  Francis  Leon  Tower,  Member  No.  15,  of  601  Pleasant  Street,  Hammon- 
ton,  N.  J.,  is  our  new  Treasurer,,  tilling  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  our 
former  Treasurer,  Gilbert  Judson  Tower.  Mr.  Martin  Eugene  Smith,  Member 
No.  2  5,  of  395  Bridge  Street,  Northampton,  Mass.,  is  the  new  Member  <>i 
the  Executive  Board   taking   the  place  of   Frank   Warren   Tower   recently  deceased. 

We  are  very  glad  to  have  these  two  members  back  with  us  again  in 
Executive  positions.  Mr.  Francis  Eeon  Tower  served  faithfully  as  Recording 
Secretary  from  the  organization  of  this  Society  on  May  10,  1909,  until  June  20, 
1918,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  previously  for  a 
number  of  years. 
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NECROLOGY 


The    Corresponding   Secretary    has    received    notice   of    deaths   among    members 
of  the  Tower  Genealogical  Society  since  the  issue  of  the  last  report,  as  follows: 

MEMBER 
NO. 

1      Francis    Karl    Tower8,    died    18    August,    1920,    at    Chicago,    111. 
17      Gilbert    Judson    Tower8,    died    3rd    March,    1931,    at    Shelburne    Falls,    Mass. 
Mr.  Tower  was  Treasurer  of  this   Society  from  June  20,    1918,   to  the 
time  of  his  death. 
27     Mrs.  Mabel  Pelton    (Leonard)    Tower,  died    16  May,    1929,  at  Dalton,  Mass. 
44     Miss   Louisa   Caroline  Tower7,   died    13   October,    1926,   at   Cohasset,  Mass. 
•16      Henry    Augustus    Tower8,    died    2nd    May,    1927,    at    North    Adams,    Mass. 

Mr.   Tower    was    a   member   of   the    Executive    Board    of   this   Society 

from  June   3,    1909,   to  June    18,    1910. 
49     Mrs.  Edna  Josephine   (Smith)8  Duffy,  died    12   May,    1926,  at   Northampton, 

Mass. 
5  1      Daniel  Nichols  Tower7,  died  20  May,   1926,  at  Cohasset,  Mass. 

Mr.  Tower  was  Vice-President  of  this  Society  from   18th  June,   1910. 

to    30th   July,    1921. 
61    Horatio  Nelson  Tower",  died   23rd   December,    1929,  at   East   Pepperell,   Mass. 
63      Ralph    Winfred   Towers,    died    26   January,    1926,    at    New    Rochelle,    N.    Y. 
74      Lucius   Warren   Bartletts,   died    5   March,    1928,   at   Hartford,   Conn. 

Mr.    Bartlett    was    the    first    Auditor    of    this    Society    and    held    that 

orhce  from  June   3,    1911,   to  August  23,    1918. 
79     Dr.  James   Emmet  Tower9,  died    2  5   November,    1926,   at   New  York,   N.   Y. 
91      Burt  Adams  Tower1",  died  24  July,   1921,  at  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 
104     Fred    Lyman    Tower8,    died    7    December,    1928,    at    Pittsfield,    Mass. 

114  George  Franklin  Ford9,  died  9  November,   1928,  at  Blissheld,  Mich. 

115  Capt.  Ralph  Edward  Dadyl°,  died  1  August,   1928,  at  New  Orleans,  La. 
129     Mrs.  Lydia   (Tower)8  Phillips,  died  22  March,   1928,  at  Appleton,  Wise. 
141      Mrs.  Catherine  (Tower)7  Hurlburt,  died  2  May,  1925,  at  So.  Sudbury,  Mass. 
153      George  Riley  Tower*,   died   7   November,    1923,   at  Saxtons   River,   Vt. 

158      Frank  Warren   Tower8,   died   23   February,    1931,   at   Springfield,   Mass. 

Mr.    Tower    was    member    of    the    Executive    Board    of    this    Society 

from  June   20,    1918,   to  the  time  of  his  death. 
191      Mrs.  Emma   (Tower) 8  O'Neal,  died   21   May,    1930,  at  Carroll,   Iowa. 
216     Mrs.   Flora  Eliza   (Tower)7  Stewart,  died    19  January,    1930. 
22  5      Newcomb   Bates   Tower7,   died    24   May,    1928,    at   Cohasset,    Mass. 
227      George   Parker  Tower*,   died    1    September,    1929,    at   Cohasset,    Mass. 
233     Rev.  Charles  Miller  Tower7,  died  9  September,   1913,  at  Oneida,  N.  Y. 

241  Frank  Smith  Tower8,  died  4   December,    192  5,   at   Leominster,  Mass. 

242  Mrs.    Eldora    Rosina     (Chickering)     Tower,    died    30    November,     1925,    at 

Leominster,   Mass. 
251      Mrs.    Annie   Eliza    (Tower)7    Swan,    died    3    February,    1922,    at    Dorchester, 

Mass. 
272      Mrs.   Lydia  Maria    (Tower)*  Whipple,  died    16  August,    1926,  at  Columbia- 

ville,  Mich. 
278     Ray  Jay  Tower8,  died  12  November,   1927,  at  Greenville,  Mich. 
293     Mrs.  Clara  Melvina  (Howes)8  Hart,  died  5  May,   1928,  at  New  York,  N.  Y. 
298     Mrs.   Samuel   Spruce  Tower,   died   4   March,    1923,  at  Onaway,   Mich. 

406  Mrs.  Harriet  Olive   (Tower)9  Ballou,  died  6  August,   1929,  at  St).   Pasadena, 

Calif. 

407  Herbert  Stephen  Tower9,  died  22  January,    1929,  at   Beloit,  Wise. 
420      Joseph   Whipple  Tower8,   died    18   May,    1929,   at  Momence,   111. 
436     Edwin    Whitman  Tower8,   died    17   December,    1928,    at   Dallas,   Tex. 
428     Ansel   Landis   Ford9,   died   2  5  April,    1927,  at   Fayette,  Ohio. 

440     Mrs.    Amy    Eleanor    (Tyler)9    Van    DeWarker,    died     1    January,    1928,    at 
Lansing,    Mich. 


Issued   this   31st  day  of  December,    1930,   by  order  of  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  Tower  Genealogical   Society,   Incorporated. 
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